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Foreword 


Damon Murray, Stephen Sorrell 


‘The drawings in this book reveal an episode of the most horrific suffering in the life of 
a country that is known for its capacity to endure suffering. 


Initially they appear over-dramatic, focusing on the abject, the grotesque and the 
aberrant. Perhaps because they aren’t photographs it is casier to dismiss them as a 
figment of a disturbed imagination. But even a basic reading of the literature concerning 
this period reveals that they are undeniably ‘factual’ drawings. ‘There is a disturbed 
imagination at work here, but it belongs to the interrogator, the guard and the criminal. 
Although these interpretations of Gulag scenes are drawn by an artist, and retain the 
unmistakable identity of his hand, Baldaey has resisted pictorial flourishes, communicating 
his views in a direct and unswerving way. Where Gulag literature uses a turn of phrase 
‘or metaphor to help us imagine its surreal horror and give us an emotional understanding, 
Baldaev’s harsh, vernacular drawings tell the story using a straightforward, unremittingly 
brutal method, faithful to the system he was attempting to document. 


Obviously no one could be present at all the events shown in this book. Baldaev’s widow 
has explained how around a fifth of the drawings are from first-hand experience. The rest 
of the images are the result of the artist’s meticulous research, speaking to fellow NKVD 
officers and prisoners about particular incidents, practises and procedures. He wanted 
the drawings to be accurate in every detail, from a slogan on a placard, to a collar on a 
uniform. His father was an ethnographer who had been arrested as an ‘enemy of the people’ 
and sent to the Gulag, while Baldaev and his sister were sent to an orphanage for Family 
Members of Enemies of the People. It is impossible to gauge the effect such events might 
have on a child, but through this work it is clear that, despite becoming part of the system, 
he wanted to expose the lie behind it. He soaked up the evidence before him and 
committed it to paper, spending twenty years working at home, in secret, on these 
drawings. If he had been discovered he would certainly have suffered the same fate as 
the Gulag victims he so assiduously depicted. 


In his book Kolyma Tales, referring to the terrible sights he and his fellow inmates 
witnessed, Varlam Shalamov wrote, ‘A human being survives by his ability to forget.’ ‘These 
events are not as well known as they should be. Perhaps that has something to do with 
survival - which in its own way carries a particular sense of guilt. Values change in the 
Gulag. Reduced to their basic functions, one emaciated inmate looks much like another, 
harder to recognise as an individual, less than a human being, disposable. Drazoings from 
the Gulag makes explicit the capacity one individual has to destroy another. It shows how 
moral borders disintegrate, and how the descent into indifference can be sanctioned, 
justified and excused in pursuit of a flawed ideology. 


Birth of the Gulag 


»SAYATME TYIATa’ 


BMEPE]] 3APE HABLTPEYY, TOBAPHIYN, APY3b3!... 


ue Sauls) 


Havana 1TH B KOMMYHUCTHYECKOE (CTANMHCKOE)PABCTBO-I'YMAL SI 119-HKB]-MBJ... 


Text top left reads: ‘The Inception of the Gulag.* Go Forth Toward the Dawn, Comrades and Friends!’; text 
top right reads: ‘Dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the giant of Russian literature, A.I. Solzhenitsyn. 11th 
November 1988. [signature] Danzig Baldaev’. Text on the left banner reads: ‘Down with the Czar!’; text on the 
centre banner reads: ‘All Power to the Soviets!'; text on the right reads: ‘25th October (7th November [o.s']) 1917. 


‘The beginning of the road to Communist (Stalin) bondage: Gulag, GPU-NKVD-MVD.+ 
(Shortly thereafter, the peoples of Russia recalled life under the czar as a lost paradise.) 
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Nloceewaeres 70-nETHI0 Konocca 
PYCLKOA NUTEPATYPbIAMLONMEHMUYMHY 
AMIBOOE aug? Mlbangnes 


(Yeres KOPOTKOE BPEMS] HAPOJIbI POCCHH BCNOMMHANH WKU3Hb IPH YAPE KAK 06 YTPAYEHHOM PAL 


lendar in 1918, 
R. The secret police 


switched to the Gregori 


d to refer to dates from ez: 7 
Directorate of the NKVD of the RS 


Upravlenie) ~ the State Polit 


tin 


NKVD (Narodnyy Komissariat Vnutrennikh Del) —the People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs. The civilian and secret police of the 


Soviet Union during the era of Stalin. 
MVD (Ministerstwo Vautrennilth Del) ~ the Ministry of Internal Affairs. First formed in ezarist Russia in 1802, Re-established in 1990. 
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Pook DEHME I 
4 KPACHOro 


H TOMbKO MYTEM MECTOYAMWETO TEPPOPA KOMMYHACTE/ JEP 


The Birth of the Gulag and Red Terror. September Sth, 1918. 
Writing on the wall: ‘The Solovki Prison Camp." USLON! OGPU®. 


‘The decree of Sth September 1918 gave the VChKS an unrestricted right to claim the lives and freedoms of the 
citizens of the country. Over a short period, using ‘methods of physical persuasion’ and execution, over 500,000 
people were killed, and hundreds of thousands more were placed in prison camps. Only through the most brutal 
terror and repression of the people were the Communists able to retain their power. 
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VAHCBOB 


b 2 aS a& 


UY IPAM AH CTPRHbI. 38 KOPOTKHAIEPHOY , PASHYEC- 


WIE 500 7610. YENOBEK Hl COTHH TEICIY NOMEWEHb! B KOHYMATEPS. 
Wi CBO} AHTUHAPOHY/0 BITACTS... 


* Many monasteries were easily adapted into labour camps and prisons by the authorities, their construction lending themselves to this 
purpose, The Solovki Monastery was converted into the infamous Solovetsky Lager Osobogo Naznachenia (Solovki Special Purpose Camp) 
g ‘elephant’ in Russian). Solzhenitsyn called it the ‘mother of the Gulag’. 

nacheniya ~ the Directorate of Solovki Special Prison Camps. 
= the Joint State Political Directorate (also known as the All-Union 
923. 


TUSLON Upravient 
+ OGPU Obyedinennoe Gosudarstuennoe Politiche 


Solovetskimi Lageryami Osobogo N. 
Upras 


government. Their tasks ranged from the requisition of food to the execution of political opponents. 


No YKA3AKHH, BOK D9 JHOMNAKOB’ B.EHHHA... 


UW Mee A : § 


BHAYANE 20-X fi OMOB BI. BIAJMKABKA3E BYK BbIMM APECTOBAHA/ CBA- 

MEHHOCTYKHTENM PAZHbIX BEPOMCITOBE, AHUA, KOTOPbIN NEPEZ PAC- 
CTPESION NPE DUIOKHIM OTKAZATALA OT PEHTUA / JI COXPAHEHHACBO- 
EX H3HU.BBIM OT BLEX NONYYEH OTKA3MONOROH JHOTEPAHEKMM CBA- 
MEHHHK MNIOHYAT B AHYO KOMHECAPY.BCE OHM NIPHHSIM CMEPTb & BOJIb- 
HM QOCTOMHCTBOM H CROKORCTBUHEM, AAB NPHMEP APYTHM... 


By order of the ‘lumpen-proletariat leader,’ Viadimir Lenin... 


f various religious faiths and denominations. Before 
in exchange for their li 


In the early 1920s in Vladikavkaz, the VChK arrested ps 
execution, they were given the choice to deny their r 
Lutheran pri 
an example for others. 


1 of them refused. A 


in the face of one Commissar. They accepted death calmly and with dignity, setting 
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-EC/V TBOA BAHIA l0/0B-BPAIOB MAPKCH3MA, PAHEE JYPMA- 
HHBWAA HAPOY OBEWAHHEM PAA, HEBYQET BbIMTOIHATS HOP- 
MYTT1O CTPOMTENbCTBY KOMMYHA3MA-CBETHOLO BYQYIYELO 
AAA TPYOBOlO HAPORA, BAC MIEPECTPENAH KAK YEPTEM 
UY CABOTAKHUKOB! 


‘If your gang of priests ~ enemies of Marxism who tricked the people with false promises of heaven — don’t meet 
the quota for building Communism and the bright future of the working class, I'll shoot you all like saboteurs, 
you devils!” 


1” 


NA 3]}PABCTBYET KOMMYHUCTNYECKAA 


AS 
Sarl One! COBETCKOA BAACTH BbLNO YHHYTOMEHO M3AKPBITO CBLIWE 100 TbIC.XPHCTHAHCKAX YEPKBEM, OK OM 


CBBIWE 450 TbIC, CBALEHHOCI YH TELE, MHITIHOHD! BEPYIOWAX,H & BOLO BPEMEHH HAYANOCS OTYY OM 
No SKA3AHHIO BUMEHAHA c [PRMgRAHCKOH BORHb! HAYANHCD PA330PEHHA YEPKBEM, MOHACTAIPEHH 7. HA 


Text across the top reads: ‘Long Live the Communist Party, the Wisest of the Wise, Whose Wisdom Outwitted 
the Wisdom of Wisdom Itself! Glory to the RKP(b)-VKP(b)-KPSS! across the bottom reads: ‘Down 
with churches, monasteries, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and others! Religion is the drug of the people. Priests 
and monks are the worst enemies of Soviet power!" 


Over 100,000 Christian churche: 
were destroyed during the Soviet era. Over 450,000 priest 


around 20,000 Muslim mosques, 500 Buddhist datsans and 1,400 synagogues 


s and millions of believers were killed. People were 


disconnected from their cultures, cultures were suppressed, and the moral lives of the citizens of the country 


were deformed and distorted. 
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WA-MYQPEVWAA V3 MYTPEMWNX,CBOEHO 
“ow MyyPocTH!CNABA PKIG)-BKNG)-KncC! 


see’ 


IMMAHEKUX MEYETEA, 500 BYAQHACKHX JAUAHOB, F400 UYERCKUX CHHATOL HCTPEBNEHO PHSHYECKA 
NWT Pb), OBECKYNDTYPHBAHHE M JEPOPMALYUA HPRBCTBEHHOL0 BOCTHTAHAR [PAIK YAH CTPAHB/... 
ON) PYBNEH HMYWECTBO H IPAFOYEHHOCTH 10 CMEXOTBOPHOM WEHE BIH MPOJRHBI KOMMYHMLTAMM 3A PYBEK 


vere raided by order of Vladimir Lenin. 


From the Civil War (1917-1922) onward, Churches and monasteries 
‘The Communists sold off the property and valuables, worth billions of rubles, for almost nothing to buyers abroad. 


* Throughout the years, the Communist Party went through official names: 
Ce st Party (of Bolsheviks), 1918-1925. 


ommunist Party (of Bolsheviks), 1925-1952, 


KP(b) (Rossiyskaye Kommunisticheskaya Partiva (bi 
VKP(b) (Vsesoyusnaya Kommunistichesk 
KPSS (Konmmunisticheskaya Partiva Sov 


Arrest, Interrogation and Imprisonment 


-Ham NO PA3HAPAAKE HYHHO MPHBE3TM 2 BPATOB, 2 3TUMU UHKE- 
HEPOM, BPAYMXOH H CTAPBIM KO3/10M, IPO PECCOPOMHABHPRETCA 
BCETOT0, TOMA 3ABEPUTE M3 KBAPTHP IIEPBOIO 3TAMA EWE J1H0- 
BbIX JBYX,ATO TAM ECT, PABOYMH-KOXO3HUKBCE PABHO,AMWb Eb! 
BbIT MOJTHBIM CYET-12!MCNOHAATE!... 


Writing on the van: ‘NKVD". 


‘We've been instructed to round up twelve enemies [of the people]. With the engineer, the doctor woman and 
the old moron professor, we've only got ten. Take any two people from the apartments on the first floor, 
whoever you can get - workers or kolkhoznikst— it doesn't matter. We just need twelve people in all. That's an 
order. Off you go...” 


* The NKVD re rarely marked in this way, often bread or milk vans were used to disguise their real purpose. 
tie farmer ofa kolkdhoe (hollckrronde Klczyaistos) — collective farwi, 
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OQHHH3,TYMAHHBIXMETONOB HABA-BLITFHYTE 
HYMHBIE MIOKA3AHHSA Y 33KA-;,BPATA HAPOGA... 


PABOTHURH HRBA MPERBAPHTENGHO MEPTBY ONO MOPHIM TOMOqOM USA TEM 
HA JONPOCE, BPAIY HAPOMA"NPEJMATANM OBMIBHOE YT OMEHME 34 MAY HYM- 
HBIX NOKASAHMM HA CED UMM JPY OE MAYO. BbLTM APY OW METOR KOLAR 
MEPTBY KOPMUIM CONEHOH MMYEH H 2-3 RUA HE JABRIM BOMb, KPOME 
CONEHOM ERNAHJbIM TOMbKO HA JONPOLE JABANM BORY 3A,MOKAZAHHI.. 


One of the more ‘humane’ methods employed by the NKVD to ‘extract’ the necessary statement from an 
‘enemy of the people’.* 


"The NKVD starved the victim for a long time. Then, during the interrogation, the ‘enemy of the people’ was 
offered a hearty meal in exchange for the desired statement against himself or a denunciation, Another method 
involved feeding the victim food with a high salt content, then depriving them of water for two or three days. 
‘The only liquid available was the balanda (prison soup), which was also over-salted. Water was given only during 
interrogations in exchange for a forced statement. 

* Used by Lenin as early as the decree of 28th November 1917, the phrase ‘enemy of the people’, was a loose term that could be applied 
to anyone the authorities conceived as a threat. ‘Enemies of the people” were imprisoned, expelled or executed. Their relatives and friends, 


also fell under suspicion and could be sent to the Gulag as ‘Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland’. 


23 


Pree 5 Bet BA 


-TBOM MY, BbIBIULT KOMAHIUP UBU3 HM, PACCTPENSTH,KAK BPA... PAXOL 
CBI YCHP HAPETUCTPALUMO B OPIAHBIHKBY-MMBJ...370 bbIMM PONCTBEHHU- 
1, BPATOB HAPOJA, COCNAHHBIE BEB CYAN CIEQCTBUS B CEBEPHbIEMBOC- 
TOYHBIE PAMOHDI, [JE MHI B XONOMEX TONORE H YMAPANH TEICAYAMN... 


Sign on the wall reads: ‘Death to the Class Enemy!" 


‘Your husband, a former Division Commander, was executed as an enemy of the people.’ 
Members of Traitors of the Motherland’ and the ‘Socially Dangerous’* had to register with the NKVD- 
MVD. These were relatives of the ‘enemies of the people’, exiled without trial to the northern and north-eastern 


regions, They lived there in conditions of cold and hunger and died by the thousands. 
* Regular citizens were most likely to be arrested for these two ‘offences’. However, undesirables could be imprisoned under many different 
charges. The titles of some of these ‘crimes’: ‘counter-revolutionary thinking’, ‘praising American technology’, ‘holding anti-Soviet moods’; 


reveal the level of paranoia within the authorities themselves. 
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HRBJ MORPLIID CTPAHY FYCTOU AYYbEHCETbIO JOHOC YUROB- 
(STIRAYAMH H,CERCOTAMM (CERPETHBIMU COTPYTHHKAMM).. 
TT 


OEBUHSFIIU MX BO BCEX CMEPTHBIX [PEXAX: 8 WI QHAMHE, BPE- 

AMTENBCTBE, 3A OBOPE, RHTUCOBETCKOM ALHTAYUHU Tf. 
HUKAKOA MPOBEPKH HKBY] BNPABUBOCTH QOHOCOB HE 

NPOBORUN, A HAQBOPOT MOOWPAN SHOBY10 YYJOBULHY10 NOMS... 


‘The NKVD covered the country with a dense network of narks and secret informers. 


‘The secret informer network kept the entire population in deathly fear, akin to that of the Inquisition. 
Informants,” people with no feelings, honour, or remorse, were a valuable asset of the NKVD. Out of a sense 
of profit, greed, envy and other brute instincts, they reported — orally or in writing — on their friends, relatives, 
immediate family, acquaintances, and fellow inmates. They accused them of all the deadly sins: espionage, 
sabotage, conspiracy, anti-Soviet propaganda and agitation, etc. The NKVD never verified the informants’ reports. 
On the contrary, it encouraged the most blatant lies. 


* In the 1930s, Nadezhda Mandelstam tells us, the verb fo terite assumed a new meaning. When you said he writes or does she terite? or 
(referring to a whole classroom of students) they torte, you meant that he or she or they terote reports to the organs. (Similarly, the Cheka's 
rigged cases were called “novels”.) To “write” meant to inform, to denounce. Solzhenitsyn calls it “murder by slander”.’ Martin Amis, 
Koba the Dread, 2002. 
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MIAMUMA KPOBABLIA bPAT HKB-IECTANO TAK H HE ZoPoe qo 
/BCEHAPOMHOLO [HEBHOTO OCYKEHAS BPATOB PATEPISHIA” 
M BECKOHEYHO OTCTABAN MO,/POMSBOAUTENIbHOCTH TpYyyh 


M0 SKA3KE HKBJ HA 3ABOIAX, PABPHKAX, B KONXO3AX, HAYYHBIX, YYEBHBIX 3ABENEHMAX HM 
YYPEMMJEHHSK 110 BLEW CTPAHE NPOBONMNMCS COBPAHUR TPYAAUAXCA, [AE BoICTYNAHOWME 
KIEHMUN 1030P0M, WNKOHOB, RUBEPCAHTOB, BPEAHTENEH, 3ABEPEOBAHH6IX 
AHOCTPRHHOIMH PRIBEJKAMM, OBE3BPEKEHHBIX HKBJ, H TPEBOBAMM HX YHAYTOMEKHA, 
KAK wbEWEHbIX COBAK.” MHOTUE BbICTYNABWHE HA 3TUX COBPRHHAX M MUTUHIAX 
BCKOPE CAMA OKA3bIBAMUCD HA NONOMKEHMU , BEWEHEIX COBAK'M WAM NOM PRCCTPEN... 


‘The Gestapo, the bloody younger brother of the NKVD, never matured enough to adopt the notion of 
‘universal wrathful condemnation of the enemies of the Fatherland’, and it lagged far behind in terms of 
‘labour efficiency’. 


By order of the NKVD, workers’ meetings were held at factories, plants, kolkhozes, scientific institutes and 
ational institutions throughout the country. At these meetings people took the stage to publicly condemn 
, Wreckers, and saboteurs in the pay of international intelligence’, who had been exposed by the NKVD. 
‘They demanded they be exterminated ‘like a pack of wild dogs’. Many of those who stood on the podium soon 


became part of the pack ‘wild dogs’ themselves, and were executed by firing squad.” 


*During Stalin's many purges some of his most loyal followers fll victim to his deadly paranoia, His ruthless cleansing of (mostly imagined) 
political opposition, was a constant feature of his regime. No one was immune, including those who had previously denounced others. 
‘We think that a powerful and vigorous movement is impossible without differences ~“true conformity” is possible only in the cemetery.” 
Joseph Stalin, ‘Our purposes’, Pravda, 22 January 1912. 
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OnPoc AETEH ,BPATOB HAPOA” 0 ROHTPPEBONIO- 
YHOHHOW JEFTESTbHOCTU HX POJUTESEH Ul BIU3ZKUX. 


CTANMACRMAHRBA NoOMpa JOMDCE! RETER HA CBOMK POMTENEH H BOBOXHAMK 8 TEPOM, R MEKOTOPSIX M36 MEHMEM SRCTABMRM 
TABATO HYHHBIE ORAZ AHNR. MO CTPANE NPOMNA KAMMAMHR NYBIMYOIO OTPEYEHMR JETER OT CBONK PORMTENEH;BPAIOB 
HAPONA" YEPES [ASETIU UK SNETABIRIM BBICTUNATD HR LOBPRHHAK oC THEBHBIM DCYMAEHMEM WNHOHOB HT JR" HEROTOPAIE 
WATENG WROD DPERNATAMU NHCAT COYMHEHNS 970 RYPMRETE BOI (YYEHMKM) H BAUM OTE MATE 06 APECTE MapunnOB ceeP 
DMOKEPA,TYXMYEBCKOLO, ETOPOBA H NP? MMOLE TAKUK »COYWRENMN PMHOI HE MULAN PORMTENERM HAMPABNBMNCE BJETROMR Ve. 


The interrogation of children of the ‘enemies of the people’ about the contra-revolutionary activities of thi 
parents and close relatives. 


ome were held up as heroes;” others were tortured 
hildren of their ‘enemies of the people’ elders 


peeches and ‘wrathfully 


Stalin's NKVD encouraged children to denounce their parent 


to make them ‘conf 
was launched countrywide. Through newspapers, children were ordered to make publi 
igned students essays on subjects such as ‘W 


campaign of public denunciations by 


do you (the student) 
Egoroy,t and others?” 
j—member 


condemn spies’, ete. Some schoolteacher 
and your father and mother think about the arrest of Marshals Tukhachevsky, Bliicher, 
ys’, many children became orphans and were sent to special ChS (chlen sen 


Asa result of these ‘es 
of the family [of the enemy of the people]) orphanages.+ 


Pavel (Pavlik) Morozov was the most famous e: menon. In 1932, following his denouncation of his father, thirteen 

year-old Pavlik was murdered by enraged 

state higher than family love. Idolised in propaganda: schoo! 

for gener Soviet children. Recent investigations have cast considerable doubt on the official version of events. In her book Comrade 

Pavlik (2008), Catriona Kelly argues the case had been almost entirely constructed to suit the political doctrine of the time. 

tf Marshal Mikhail Tukhachevsky and sted and executed in 1937 after a secret trial 
The Case of Trotskyist Anti-Soviet Military Organisation’. Marshal Vasily Blicher was arrested in 1938 and convicted of spying. 

for Japan. Marshal Alexander Egorov was demoted to Commander at the end of 1937 and then arrested in 1938. He died in prison in 

1939 (or 1941, according to some sources). Both Egorov and Bliicher were members of the tribunal that convicted Tukhachevsky. 

+ Baldaev and his younger sister were both placed in an orphanage for children of ‘enemies of the people’ following their father's arrest. 


ample of this phen 
members. He was exalted as an icon of integrity: someon 


who held the values of the 


streets and pioneer brigades were named after him. His story 


aparable 


ht other higher military commanders were com 


known 
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HA AONPOCAX, BPA OB HAPOJA WHPOKO TPHMENAICA 
MEUEM = Ae TOUKA MORON BYTOM, PYKHMO LIBAN”... 


a> 
re ja ie 


Hi common 
DKEPTBbI HRBY-MID-) i TOR CTORNHHAONPOCAX NO HECKONRO CYTOR ES CHA, 20184 THM, 
QTAbIXA. IPH NAMEHHM OT NOTEPH CHM MEPTBY OBNMBRMH BOOM, HS6HBANM H CHOBA CTABHAM 8 102. 
MANAYH 38 CBOE YCEPIHE HALPRIKANNGD OPMEKAMH HE MOYETOM BoM B OTCTRBKY B 50-60 /0JAX... 


Another method of torture during interrogations: ‘Stand facing the corner, hands by your sides.. 

‘Text on the left wall reads: ‘The goal of the ChK* is to fight class enemies mercilessly’; text above the door 
reads: ‘Long Live Comrade Stalin!’; portrait above the map: Felix Dzerzhinsky;t text on the map reads: 
‘Administr[ation]’. 


Victims of the NKVD-MVD, ‘the enemies of the people’ were made to stand up for days during interrogations. 
‘They went without sleep, water, food, or rest. When they fainted, water was poured over them, then they were 
beaten and forced to stand in the corner again. For their diligence, the executors were awarded medals, and 
retired ‘with honours’ in the 1950s and 1960s. 


IChK, page 14). 
1 Felix Dzerzhinsky, ‘Iron Felix’ founder of the Cheka and later head of the GPU . 


i des ie 
- ETO NOPA OBMUTb BORON. 3ITOT KNACCOBBIMBPAT YKE ITOHST, 170 TAKOE NPONETAPCKAA 
AUKTATYPA, [119, KONMEK TUBUSALUA HKONXO3 JENO-QOBPOBOMSHOE::. 


ss enemy already understands what the dictatorship of the proletariat, 


a voluntary act’ are all about.’ 
ors began to use foree on me, a sick, sixty-five-year-old man. 1 was made to lie face down and then beaten on the soles 


y spine with a rubber They sat me on a cl 


beat my feet from above, with considerable force 


or the next 
-gs were covered with extensive inter 
¢ it felt as if boiling hot water w: 
\e rubber strap and pun 


l-yellow bruises 


with the strap and the pain wa 
They be: 
\d emotional ps 


cing poured on these sensitive ai 


Lhowled and wept 
ht. Th able 


-d my face, swinging their fists from 


wy body trollably that the 
fou got malaria?" When I lay down on the cot and fell asleep, after eighteen how 
1 more, I was woken up by my own groaning and because I was jerking about like 
ntly the interrogator repeated, threateningly, “If you won't write (invent, in other words?!) 


on, in order to go back in an hour's ti 


in the last stages of typhoid fever. Con 
shall beat you aga 


-your head and your right arm untouched but reducing the rest to.a hacked, bleeding and shapeless 

0 I signed everything.’ An extract from a letter dated 13th January 1940, sent to Vyacheslav Molotov (head of the Sovnarkom, 

the admini irm of the Soviet government), by the seminal theatre director and producer Vsevelod Meyerhold, complaining about 
iment at the hands of his interrogators. He was executed by firing squad on 2nd February 1940. 
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B OJHOM M3 MHOL OYMEMEHHBIX THOPEM HKEY -, BERIT “M0 
JE OYEPEQHOlO AONPOCA FH CTENEHM, SPATE HAPOMA:.. 


CTANUHEKUA HKBY CAMBIMN 1 JUKMMO, 3BEPCKUMH CPE HE BEKOB6/- 
MU IIbITKAMM BbIBMBAN Y¥ COBEPWEHHO HEBMHHBIX JIOIIEM CAMBIE 
PAHTACTUYECKHE MPH3HAHHA -, WMKOHA B 101b39 BYPKYA3- 
HOra [OCYJAPCTBA AHTAPKTUS/".. 


The ‘enemy of the people’ is being ‘led away’ after a third degree interrogation session in one of the many 
prisons of the NKVD. 


Using the most vile and inhumane forms of torture, akin to those of the Middle Ages, the Stalinist NKVD forced 
innocent people to make the most ridiculous and outrageous ‘confessions’, such as ‘spying for the bourgeois 
state of Antarctica’. 


PABOTHUKM HBL MPH QOMPOCAX, BPALOB HAPOIA" 
JIPUMEHSIH CTAPOPYCCKY/0 JIBITKY-JBIBY... 


il oP rey 


S3AROHEHHbIM MCTAMMHBIM H TEHEPAMbHbIM NPOKYPOPOM CLP A BoMUMHCR- 
HM, JONPOC FU CTENEHH NO3BONAN BLIKONAYHBATL MOBbIE OKA3AHUF Y 

wBPALA HAPOMA "HA CEBAM PY HX NMU,/ MHOTUE,Y7OBbI US6ABUTb CEBR OT 
AANIbHEMIWMX I7b1T 0K, MPH3HABRIUCL" B WNKOHAIKE, HUBEPCHM, 3AT0B0- 
PEHT JL, COZHATEMbHO WIM NOY PACCTPEN B YBORHOM EXE YPY HEY... 


One of the instruments of torture that the NKVD used during interrogations of ‘enemies of the people’ was 
the rack, which dates back many centuries in Russia. 


‘The ‘third degree interrogation’, legalised by Joseph Stalin and the General Prosecutor of the USSR, Andrey 
Vyshinsky, made it possible to obtain any statements from the ‘enemies of the people’ against themselves or 
others. In order to avoid further torture, many ‘confessed’ to espionage, sabotage, conspiracy, ete., preferring 
execution by firing squad in the ‘slaughterhouse’ of the UFU* NKVD. 


* UFU (Upravlenie Fizicheskogo Unichtozheniya) — the Department of Physical Extermination, 
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ANF NCUXMYECKOTO BO3QEMCT. BUA HA AONPOCHX MEH- 
=, BPAT OB HAPOMA, PA3EBAVIV AOL GHA. 


eae | i 
a : 


are Se E oo" 

@ | EAP Sa SE Gees? Lie i) 

PabOTHAKM HRBJ M3 KATES OPHN,CEKCYRMSHO O3MEOYEHHBIX"BO/MH BONbIWAMM MOEMTENRMM HA JONPOCAX PASREBRTD 
HOHATR MOMORbIM HEHMMHH OLOBEHHO JEBYIER M3 KOMTHHIEHTA, BPALOB HAPORA HHK y Hl, TE YEHOB CEMER.YCTHBIEM 
THCSMEHHBIE MAMNDBAI 0 MBITRAX, HCTA3AHUAK, HSHACHNOBAHARX H M3JEBRTENBCTBAX BNRCTAMH HE MPUHMMANHCD. 
YECTHBIE HIPHHUHITHANGHOLE PABOTHAKH IPORYPRTYPSI BUM HCTPEGNEHDI. HKAM WHEN HEOIPRHHYEHHBIE NPRBA HA 
MM3Hb BLEX I PAMIRH CTPAHOL, AMPORYPATYPR CTANA GECIPABHOH MAPHOHETRORH NOCOBHAUER HKEL... 


A form of psychological pressure: women and girls, ‘enemies of the people’, were stripped naked during 
interrogation. 


‘Sexually preoccupied’ employees of the NKVD were very keen on stripping young women’ ~ ‘enemies of the 
people’ or the members of their families - during interrogations. Oral or written complaints about torture, rape, 
or humiliation were rejected by the authorities. Honest employees and men of principle who worked in 
prosecution were exterminated. ‘The NKVD had unlimited rights to claim the lives of any citizen of the 
country. The public prosecutor’s office became the NKVD’s puppet and accomplice. 


+... you are interrogating a “foreigner’s girlfriend”... all of a sudden you get an idea: maybe she learned something from those 
foreigners he girl is blushing and in tears. 
"Tt doesn’t have anything to do with the case,” she protests. “Yes, it does, speak up!” That's power for you! She gives you the full d 
Ifyou want she'll draw a picture for you. If you want she'll demonstrate with her body. She has no way out. In your hands you hold the 
punishment cell and her prison term.’ Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 1973. 


More! In detail 


1nd so you begin to interrogate her energetically: Hote? What position: 
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-Tb! MPOBPAUICA B MENESHBIE PAAbI HABA, YTOBbI CNACATS 
APECTOBAHHBIX BPALOB HAPOTAH PASHYI0 CBONO YS... 


Background picture: Vladimir Lenin giving his famous speech at the Finland Station, Petrograd (now St. Petersburg), 
following his return from exile in April 1917. 


‘You have infiltrated the steely ranks of the NKVD to save imprisoned enemies of the people and other scum.’ 
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-YTOBbI VEPES YAC PHSHAHNA STOLOBPATA BBM Y MEHA HA CTOMEL.. 
~TOBAPHU OGOBOYNOTHOMOYEHHbIH, MbI 34 3TO BPEMA 3TOMY TARY 
SALA OTOPBEM H KAPEHY!O KOTIETY CRENAEM M3 3TOl0 HUZA... 


‘I give you one hour to put the confession” of this enemy [of the people] on my desk!" 
‘Don’t you worry, Comrade Plenipotentiary. In an hour, we'll have torn his balls off and fried this yid like a steak.’ 


* When [Nikolai] Bukharin’s first wife, Nadezhda Lukina was interrogated, her brother Mikhail was among the members of the fa 
who were tortured to give evidence against the others and her. A recent Soviet article gives a horrifying account of his withdray 

evidence and then, after further interrogation, confirming it again. ‘The article quotes a 
ie evidence against a sister?” answered that a Comintern worker in her cell eame back from interrogation one 


day, complaining bitterly that a close comrade had incriminated her; the examiners had shown her the testimony in his own handwriting, 
ion. This time she cried, “How could I? How could I? Today I had a confrontation with 


Soon afterward, she returned from a furthe 


him and I saw not a man, but live raw meat.”” Robert Conquest, 7 Terror: A Reassessment, 1990. 
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Th 13 TEBS BHO AHTMMAPTHAHYIO MBLTb BbITPAXHEM, YTOBbI HE KATE- 
BETAN HA BOMJEN KCC, AKObbI OHH BCE 3BEPHHAA CMEC NOMHTH- 
YECKHX ABAHTHOPHCTOB, BAHJIb! Y5HUL{ H JMKUX SKCIUTYATATOPOB... 


‘We'll whack all the anti-Party dust out of you.” You won't go slandering and spreading lies about the leaders 
of the Communist Party — calling them a bestial mixture of political adventurers, a gang of murderers and 
savage exploiters.” 


* The interrogators have wrapped the prisoner in a carpet so no signs of torture will show on the body: This precaution was taken in 
the event that the subject might later appear in a public trial 
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WAMNAHCKHM, BOT TOLAA PASBAYKEWb CBO BPADKHH 93bIK... 


The placards on the wall read (from top to bottom): ‘MGB Never Makes Mistakes!’; ‘Death to the Enemies of 
the People!!!". 


‘Well, bitch, now we're going to treat you to some Soviet Champagne." It'll loosen your enemy tongue!” 


ed in 1928, Different 
en inan attempt 


Champagne - Sé 


a7 


-[OBOPHKTO EWE C TOBOR CHYWAN, [onal AMEPHKH,”. BY-bH-LY,,CB0- 
5ORY"H PACNPOCTPAHSN AHTHCOBETCKYHO MPONATAAAY HTH A TEBE 


SACSHY PIYKY LIBABPI B TBOHO BOHIOYYHO LIENIKY H OHA BLIAAET... 
YEPE3 TBOHK NOFAHbIH POT!... 


“Tell us who else listened to the Voice of America, BBC, and Radio Freedom, and distributed anti-Soviet 
propaganda with you, or I’ll stick this broom all the way up your stinking arse until it comes right out of your 
filthy mouth!” 
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- /0BOPH,CYKA! KAKHE PAST OBOPbI BEN OMA TBOM MY}, 
NPOTHB COBETCKOM BNACTH UM NAPTAH KOMMYHHCTOB?2. 


‘Tk, bitch! What was your husband saying at home against the Soviet authorities and the Communist Party?” 


wo 


that awaited them, many immediately asked to sign their ‘confession’. Others, unable to comprehend wh 
loyal to the Party, believing that it would eventually realise its mistake and reinstate them. ” 
in the hierarchy, the more tired they were. I have nowher 


seen such exhausted men as among the higher strata 0 
among the Old Bolshevik guard. Itwas not only the effect of ove jervous strain and apprehension. It was the 

the years of the famine and the Civil War; and sticking to the rules of ag: 
should be at stake. They were indeed ‘dead men on furloug! 
them any more, nothing surprise them. They had given all they had. History 
burnt them out to the last spiritual calorie; yet they were still glowing in cold devotion, like phosphorescent corpses.” 
Arrote in the Blue, 1945, (quoted by: Robert Conquest, The Great Terror: A Reassessment, 1990). 


“F..4 AH “MAAK, PPAHIYSEK Wh “AMEPHKAHCKMA, ATOH- 
CKUM, UTASIBAHCKUI, HEMELKUA Hi EWE KAKOH-T0 WhHOH... 


‘{am a British, French, American, Japanese, Italian, German and whatever else spy... 


ered a sign of guilt, prisoners were rarely released without servinj 
sion that although no one had 
ly in order to prove that th 


Lup innocent people.”” Anne Applebaum, Giulag: A History, 2003. 


NOMHUT 0 YNEHCTBE B MHPOBOM HUIJO-MACOHCKOM 
3ATOBOPE... 


Text on the left wall reads: ‘The plans of the Party are the plans of the people’; text on the back wall reads: ‘If 
the enemy doesn't surrender - destroy him. Maxim Gorky’; text on the right wall (partially visible) reads: 
‘Communism is the mind, honour, and conscience of our time’. 


“This'll make it easier for this Jewish Zionist to recall his membership in the Judeo-Masonic conspiracy.” 


ved in the existence of a coalition between Jews and Freemasons to gain world domination, regularly blaming the 
‘ory for the shortcomings of their own system. Throughout the book Baldaey reflects this paranoia by giving 


Jewish characteristics to some of his protagonists. 


HAKABAKHE 33KA 3A HANAQEHHME HA MPOKSPOPA, 
110 HAM30PY 3A YW3— CMUPHTESILHOH PYBAUKOH 
TN TE 


Z24 


Ten 790M NENEHAHMH B CMAPHTEMBHYO PYBRUKY » CYSAE YKOM 
39K BLIJEPHHBAET HE BONEE 30-35 MHHYT Ht MIPOCHT MPO- 
WEHUE 3A CBOM TEP3KUM MOLTYITOK... 


Astraight jacket put on a convict for assault of the prosecutor supervising the UMZ." 


When a straight jacket with a ‘bridle't was tightened on a convict, he could bear no more than thirty to thirty- 
five minutes before he would repent his brazen acts. 


+ UMZ (Upravenie Mest Zaklyucheniya) ~ the Directorate of Imprisonment Facilities 

ie 'y to list some of ‘eak the will and the character of the prisoner... bridling (also known as “the 
swan dive”)? ‘This was a Sukhanovka method ~ als ;changel, where the interrogator Ivkov applied it in 1940, A long pics: of 
rough toweling was inserted between the prisone: ike a bridle; the ends were then pulled back over his shoulders and tied to 
his heels. Just try lying on your stomach like a wheel, with your spine breaking — and without water and food for two days!" Aleksundr 
Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 1973. 


simplest methods whic! 


a 


~KAK NPOYMCTUM EMY OKO, BbICTPO BCNOMHUT, KAK BPEX- 
MM COBETCKOM BIACTM UM NAPTHM B HAYYHO-HCCIEJOBA- 
TENbCKOM UHCTUTYTE CBOE KABEPHETHKOM... 


‘Once we've cleaned up his arse, he'll quickly remember how he damaged Soviet power and the Party with that 


cybernetics” of his in his research institute...” 


* During the 1950s the fledgling Western science of eyberneties (the comparative study of regulatory mechanisms, which enabled the 
construction of the first computers), was mocked by the Soviet propaganda machine as an attempt to replace human beings with robots. 
tists were secretly developing their own computers using eybernetic systems, publicly the Western 
basing their work was dismissed as ‘utterly hostile to people and science’, (Mikhail Iaroshevsky, 
1952). Many scientists were arrested for working in this officially forbidden area and it was not until the 1960s 


-apon of imperialist ideology’ was politically revised. 


At the same time as Rus 
scientific ideology on 
Literaturnaia Ga: 
that its status as a 


“4 


OJMHH3 SBEPCKUX NPHEMOB BIPBAT6 IIPH3HAHHE ¥ 
,BPAIA HAPOXA “,/IEPEKPbITS KHCSIOPOY HUM NMLYMK... 


" l 


BOBPEMS JONPOCA CNEYUANBHbIE PRBOTHUKM HKBL,, Ma070- 
GOH bI HIM KONYHbI," B NOMOUb CRENOBATENAM( YACTOHCAMH 
CNEJOBATESIU) OJEBAIIU HA [OROBY HEPTBE PESHHOBbIM ME- 
WOR JF NEPEKPLITHS JIbIXAHUS. NOCHE HECKOMbKUX, TAKHX 
NPUEMOB Y KEPTBbI WIA KPOBb U3 HOCA, PTA, SWE. 


An example of an atrocious method of extracting confessions from an ‘enemy of the people’: ‘cutting off 
the oxygen’, or ‘squeezing the reed’. 


During interrogations, a special NKVD brigade (or, sometimes, the interrogators themselves), known as 
‘hammerers’ or ‘splitting axes’, put a rubber bag over the head of the victim to temporarily suffocate him. After 
this technique had been used a few times, the victim would start bleeding from the nose, ears and mouth. 
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“TELIA, BbIBLMH KONXOSHDIA BPHTARMP, © BPEQUTENbCKOU 
YENbI0 NOYCAUBAN KOPOBAM CEHO!Co3HANCS,YTO TbIBPATL. 


“You bastard, former kolkhoz foreman, you wrecked the cows’ hay by mixing it with salt. Confess that you are 
an enemy!’ 
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-[OBOPN, YYEHASR TBAPb, KAK MIPONOBEJ OBAMA BYPKYASHY0 
AHTUCOBETCKY1O JIKEHAYRKY [EHETUKY HA KAPERPE, WH 
CEAYAC BYJEWb FbIWATS YEPE3 3AQHIO0 JbIPKY... 


“Tell me now, you educated animal, about how you preached genetics,” that bourgeois anti-Soviet ersatz 
science, in your university department, or you'll be breathing through your arsehole!” 

ereditary genetics, preferring to follow its officially sanctioned scientist Trofim Lysenko. He 
tics (perceived as a socialist model in the field of science) over Darwinism, 


sent of his work was outlawed in 1948, and many of those who questioned it were 
tural production failed to yield results, and he falsified many of his findings. 


Amprison 
Following Stalin's death in 1953 his influence waned and his work was offically discredited in 1964. 


a 


3 /ObI KYIBTA APECTOBAHHBIX JOMA, HAPABOTE,, BPATOB 
HAPOXA* PH AOCTABKE B THOPLMY CAMAMM B, OTCTOMHUK.. 


TOR 6E3 BOJb/ H MMI 
‘BMMOTHON 
MOCROM MACCE.B TYAMET, BPATOB HAPOJA"HENYCRATNM OHH BOIHYM AEH! BbIMTH CMPRBIIATS 
ECTECTBEHHbIE HAROBHOCTH B WTAHbI. LTEHbI, OTCTOAHAKA" NOKPSIBRIUCH BOHIOYER CAH3610. 


During the reign of the cult of personality, the ‘enemies of the people’ arrested at home or at work were put 
into ‘settling tanks’, 


Forty-five to fifty people were crammed into the prison ‘settling tanks’, with an area of ten square meters.” ‘They 
were left there without food or water for between one and three days for ‘spiritual breakdown’. Without enough 
room or fresh air to breathe some died, their corpses stood upright, squeezed in between other people’s 
bodies. The ‘enemies of the people’ were not allowed to use the toilet, and they had no choice but to relieve 
themselves without taking their clothes off. The walls of the ‘settling tank’ were covered in foul-smelling slime. 


* ‘She told me that it sometimes happens in those crowded prisons that one of the prisoners will have a fit of hysteria and begin to seream, 
which spreads to others until perhaps hundreds are screaming uncontrollably. [She] says people who live near the OGPU place in Moscow 
have heard the screaming more than once and describe it as terrifying.’ Reader Bullard, Inside Stalin's Russia: The Diaries of Reader 
Bullard 1930-1934, 2000, (edited by Julian and Margaret Bullard), 
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OnHOn3 OTAENERMA TOgcKOrO YbOMKOrO LEXA HKBY-M6 Konya 40x 
[O]OB (BTOPA KPOBABAS BOMHA CTANMHCKOIO.TEPPOPA NOCHE FOX 
T0108). PACCTPEN, BPA OB HAPOA JUTERHSIN MP, 7.4 (TOMBAILHOE 
NOMELEHHE CO CTOPOHbI 49. BOHHOBA). 


One of the departments of the human slaughterhouse of the NKVD-MVD, in the late 1940s (the second wave 
of Stalin's bloody purges after the 1930s). ‘The execution of the ‘enemies of the people’ at 4 Liteiny Prospekt" 
in Leningrad, Russia (the basement on the side of Voinov Street). 

#4 Liteiny Prospekt was the address of the headquarters of the NKVD. Referred to colloquially s the ‘Big House’, it had an infamous 


Jeputation — few who entered ever left. 
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Journey to the Camp 


B rOffb] KYMBTA COBEPEHHO BESBHHHbIX, BPATOB 
HAPOMA 10 MUINUOHOB 3TANUPOBAIM Ha KOMBIMY.. 


KOHBOM [YALA HRB PACCTPENNBAN H 3ARAIBIBRT UTBIRAMM PHIMYECKM CHABBIX, BOMBHBIX, 
MITHBUMKES BEMKATb, 3X POMABWHK, COWEWHX C YMA. KAM {BIT ITAD CONPOBO MARIE MOXOPOHHAR 
KOMAHJA U3 PHBHYECKHM KPEMRHX 39KOB HA TYKEBOM TPAHCIOPTE C WRAYEBLIM HACTPYMEHTOM.. 
TPYIb1 XOPOHBIM TONBIMH, H3 Th1C24Y 33KOB K MECTY HA3HAYEHHA MPHBLIBANO 700-800 YEN. 


During the years of the cult of personality, ten million innocent ‘enemies of the people’ were transported 
to Kolyma.* 


Convicts who could not endure deportation marches of hundreds, or even thousands of kilometres, were executed 
by the guards of the Gulag. The weak, sickly, or lame, and convicts who tried to escape or went insane, were 


shot o1 


stabbed to death with bayonets. Each deportation group had its own burial brigade made up of 
physically fit convicts. They travelled on horse-driven carts and were equipped with shovels. The bodies were 
buried naked. Out of a thousand convicts, only seven to eight hundred would finally make it to the prison camp. 


+The Kolyma region in Russia's Far East was home to a vast and notorious camp system, developed between 1932 and 1954, An area rich 
in natural resources, Gulag labour was used for gold mining and lumbering, as well as road building and construction. It is estimated 
half a million prisoners died there in the shocking camp conditions and harsh climate (winter temperatures regularly reach -70° C). 
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IIPOJAIKA KOHBOEM, KUBOTO TOBAPA’ Yl OOBHHKAM HA STANE.. 
OCOBO HEHHIUCh JEBYIUKH H KEHIHHbI M3 NPHBRATUKH: AA- 
TMK, SU TOBKH, HEMK, MQ/IBKU Mt 3CTORKM, KOTOPIX HACH- 
SIOBRITM FPYNITON. HEKOTOPBIE ABJOPHTETHbIE,BOPLIB 3AKOHE, : 
AMES B CBOEH,COBCTBEHHOCTH 2-5 TAKUX 394RH H3,, KOHTPby... 


Guards selling ‘livestock’ to convicts during penal transportation.” 
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, as well as Germany and Poland — had the highest 


Women from the Baltic regions 


value, They were gang-raped by the convicts. Some authoritative ‘legitimate’ thievest ‘owned! two or three women 


‘contra’ (counter-revolutionary) prisoners. 


* Penal transportation’ was the process of deporting criminals to a penal institution. 
shone (thieves in law) are ‘legitimate’ thieves who belong to a criminal organisation similar in structure to the mafia. In 
horities generally granted them the status of trustees, giving them complete dominance over those perce 
cal and religious prisoners. They exerted a great influence, acting like a shadow administration. Following 


d to be 


ideologically w 
their own strict‘ ey spoke their own argot 
ind their bodies were covered by a complex system of tattoos, only understood by the initiated, which were used to display the wearer's 
position within their hierarchy (see: Danzig Baldaev, Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume 1, Il, If, 2003-2008). 


res" code’, they meted out severe punishments to those within their ranks who broke it. 


,HAPONbINPENATENM" NEPEJ] OTNPABKOA B 


The ‘traitor peoples’ before they were sent to slavery in Stalin's Socialist Gulag. 


During the Stalin era, Communists deported around two million ethnically non-Russian people to the eastern 
and northern parts of the USSR: Finns, Germans, Poles, Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Chechens, Ingush, 
Balkarians, Karachaevs, Kalmyks, Greeks, Turks, Crimea Tartars, Western Ukrainians. After the rehabilitation, 
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80 B CTANMHCKUA COLMMANUCTUYECKUAT YIML.. 


YKPAHMHLYbI, NIOMOBHHA KOTOPBIX NOCNE PEABHHTALHH HE BEPHYHCb HA CBOH 3EM/IA 
WTHPOBAHI, HO HAKASAHHE MMPORONHKAETCA -KIICLC HE NYCKAET HX HA MPEMKHAE 3EMIIM... 


hulf of them never returned home, perishing in the harsh and inhumane conditions. With the exception of 
rehabilitated, but the punishment continues — the Communist 


Germans and Crimean Tartars, all have be 
Party docs not allow them to return home.” 


* Ihaldaey was writing before the fall of Communism. 
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BygHuU FYNAIA MBO 


KOMMYHHCTbI-B1OPOKPATI BHU bI: REMOKPATHH, JECATKOB MHJUIHOHOB OEM, NPAPOJb! H BCELO KEL 
a 


al Z A : ESI NEN Ml 
MOPPY3KA B CETKAX QYEPEQHOIO 3TANA PABOB [AIA HA, KYPOPTHBIA' NAPO, 
KPAS I MATRAAH. BIOCNEYCTBUM CETKM H3-34 BOMbWOLO TPABMATH3MA 


Text on the left reads: ‘Daily Life of the MVD Gulag. Communists are murderous bureaucrats. They eradicated 
democracy, tens of millions of people, nature, and everything alive...’; verse on the right reads: ‘I remember 
that port in Vanino / And the grim-looking steamboat. / We boarded, walking up the gangway, / Up into cold, 
gruesome prisons.", 


‘The loading of Gulag slaves in fishing nets onto the Yalta ‘pleasure boat’ in the Vanino port. The boat was bound 
for the seaport in Magadan, the capital of the Kolyma prison camp region. Later, due to the high rate of injury, 
the nets were replaced with metal cages, with a capacity of fifty to sixty people each.t 
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9 momHto TOT BAHMHCKHA NOPT 
Y BUT] NAPOXODA YIPHOMBbI, 

KAK WITH MbI 110 TPANY HA BOPT 
B XO/OJHbIE MPAYHBIE TPHOMBI... 


W METANITUYECKUMU KTETKAMH BMECTUMOCTSIO HA 50-60 YESIOBEK. 


* The verse is from a well-known prisoner song, popular in the USSR. Often called “The Anthem of Kolyma Prisoners’, it was written 


isand women. From the floor to the ceiling, as 


1¢ had even stripped down to nothing. The lack of 
ts, boils and blisters. The majority were sufferin; 


{orm of skin disease or other, apart from stomach ailments and dysentery.’ Michael Solomon, Magadan, 1971. 
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19357-5511. MACCOBOE U3HACHNOBRAHE KEHWMH>BPAIOB HAPOTA 
YP ONOBHUKAMN. HACHIOBAIIM CTAPBIX U MONON bIX.KTO CONPOTUBM, 


JKHBOT HAP YACTH TESIA.... MACCOBBIE USHACHIOBRHUA BbINH HA 
MBI /IPOBUB OTCEYHY10 CTEHKY, IPH NONYCTHTENBCTBE KOHBOA Ht 


1937-1953. Mass rape of women, ‘enemies of the people’, by criminal prisoners on the Tobol steamboat during 
the Vanino Port — Nagaevo Bay— Magadan deportation. Both young and old women were raped. Those who tried 
to resist were stabbed to death or strangled. Many were stabbed with knives in the vagina, stomach, and other 
parts of the body. Mass rapes took place on the Minsk, Yalta, and other cargo ships. The convicts entered the 
holds, breaking through the partition walls, with the collusion of the guards and crew." 
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Hie 


h the sharp torn edges of the wall, half-naked male criminals poured in, their tattooed bod! 
Is and howls of the sort that medieval hordes must have emitted when attacking a par 
¢ nearest women and dragged them onto the bunks. The overcrowded hold was again fi 
nd entreaties, which blended with the men’s ululations and whoops... And we witnessed the 
among the convicts as the “Kolyma ‘Tram’... Women who resisted were killed on the spot. Many of the convicts w 
With knives, razors, and spikes and here and there fights flared up among them. From time to time, to the accompaniment of foul obsc 
‘iil cheers, they tossed down corpses from the upper bunks ~ the women they had tortured to death.’ Elena Glinka, The Big Kolyma 


Hum, Russian Life, 1988. 
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The Gulag System 


a 


OTAENDHbIM SAT EPHbIM NYHKT (6 
onn — a! EHMAMBHOE U30BPE, 


1. QAAHHE AYMHHHETPAYHA 
2.94.KNACCI BB H CTONOBAR 

3. OTMENEHHE JUIA HHBAINOB 
4lTPAPHOM H3ONATOP 

5. Mopr 

6. BOMbHUYA H KYXHA 

7. ANTEKR, 104A, HEH3YPA 

8. JIAPEK 

9.POE3J-MPOXON B 30HY, ACTA 
10.K1Ml], WAH03, YEXTP BOPOTA 

1. Canag [0M 
72. WNEKTPONOACTRAYHA 
13. 3AHHE JA CNEMMANMCTOB 
14, POMBIWNEHHAA 30HA 

15. MAY IA 339KOB 

16. YBOPHAR 

17, BAPAK 19 PRBOTHHKOB ONN-HTA 
18. OPHUEPCKUA BAPAK 
19.KA3APMA AMA eanbar Be, MBA 
20./APAMK OXPAHbI MBA 

21. TMTOMHHK CIYKEBHBIX COBAK 
22. KUMAR 30HA JIA 33KOB 

23. BHYTPEHHHE KIM 

24. BUBMUOTEKA 
25.CEKYHA OBUY.NOPAAKA 
26.CTOPOMEBAA BbIWKA BB MB] 
27/EQHAK _ 

28. OBOWHOR CKNAY 
29.PORYKTOBLIV CKNAR 

30. CTONOBAR WA 33KOB 

31. KYB 

32.CNOPTNOWANKA 
353./IOPTHOBCKAR H CANOMHAR 

34. BOJOKAYKA 

35. KOTEMbHAS H NPRYEYHAR 
36.KY3HAHUA HM CNECAPHAR 
37.SAPAK 

38.CTONAPHAR 

39. BEMEBOH CKNAQ 

40.BAHH 

41. TENNMYA 

92. HOmEEHAD YACTb 
493.KOHIOWHA M XO3QBOP 

Pa CBMHAPHR. MosorHan 
45, CTPENIBBHIME TPona 
46. KANBHYE NA 339KOB 
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TATA HKBJ-MBJI JA COMEPKAHMA 15-2 TbICAYH 39KOB, 
MYHHCTOB 110 YMEPLIB/EHHIO PABCKHM TPYQZOM KIACCOBBIX BPATOB 


eave’ 


A Separate Camp Point (OLP)* of the Gulag of the NKVD-MVD for 1,500-2,000 prisoners. 
The OLP was an ‘ingenious’ invention of the Communists for killing ‘class enemies’ through s! 


‘Top left arrow: Entrance to the camp. 
Bottom left corner arrow: Watch path 
1, Administration building 

2. Classes for internal troops and canteen 
3. Building for the disabled 

4. Isolation cells 

5. Morgue 

6, Hospital and kitchen 

7. Drugstore, post, and censorship quarters 
8. Vendor stand 

9. Entranceway to the camp 

10. Checkpoint, central gates 

11. Fuel warehouse 

12. Power plant 

13. Specialists building 

14. Industrial zone 

15. Drill ground 

16. Toilet 

17. Barracks for OLP-ITLt employees 
18, Officers’ barracks 

19, Internal troops quarters 

20. MVD guards’ garage 

21, Kennels for guard dogs 

22, Prisoners’ barracks 

23. Internal checkpoints 


ibrary 
25, Internal order section 


Foodstuffs warehouse 
|. Canteen for prisoners 
1. Club 
Sports grounds 
‘Tailor and shoemaker 
44. Water pumping station 
35, Boilerhouse and laundry 
(6. Smithery and metal workshop 


Fire station 

Stables and service facilities 
Pigpen 

Shooting grounds 
Prisoners’ graveyard 


ILP (Otdeiney Lagpunkt) ~ Separate Labour Camp. 
1L (Ispravitelno-Trudovoy Lager) ~ Corrective Labour Camp. 


CXEMA 

PACIONOMEHHS PErnoHOB (30H) THMATA Co3qAHHOrOTOMOHA 
19341. no YKASAHHIO NONATErOPO IK BKIVA HB PESYIBTATE 
(IYTEM TEPPOPA, FEHOUAAA H ANAPTEMAA BBLNA YMEPUBNEHD! 
‘MHADHOHS! I PRAKRAH BO HMA CBETIOLO BYFYMETO-KIMMUHKRMA 


OcobEHHOCTU [YMATa HKBA-MBY: 

1 [MABHAR OLOBENHOCTS B TOM, YTO HAYANBHHK MOMHTOTZENA 
[Sha HerOcPEnCTBENHO nopnnen OPrOTMENY UK HNO) RICE 
APOPHIRMDHO HAYAMS HAKY | LIBIAMKBKTUE-AICE RBARETCR HE- 
NOLPERCTBEHHBIM HAERHBIM BJOXHOBHTENEM BLER CHCTEMB! 
KOHUPATEPERH PABLKOLO TPYT A: KYMAKOB"M,BPAL0B HAPORA. 
2.HKBJ-MB ABFETCR MOCMYWHBIM OPYIHEM YK BAI) -KMCC. 


_Pernonp! TYMATA: 
T,Cessannar” 
5-,3¢nnar” 


W-, aKsannar” 
W-,Ypanar" 
Y-,Cescnsnar” * ef R 


W-Cusnar” 

WR Killing isno murder! 
=AAlbCTPOn 

1 /lenmopnar” 


BCH CHETEMATYIIAIA HMENA JIBE YEN: 
AKAPATENHOR MONA THKOR NPHBECTH K YHHYTOMEHHD BONBWER YACTH 33K0B. 
2./NOBLIMA CPENCTBRMA BBINONKATS TPYRNNAHGI NPABUTEMDCTBA. 


Communist Party of Bolsheviks. Millions of people died through 
ame of the bright future. 
the means!'. 


purges, genocide and apartheid, i 
The Italian text reads: ‘The end just 


Distinctive features of the Gulag of NKVD-MVD: 
1. The main distinctive feature was that the Head of the Political Department of the Gulag answered directly 
to the Organisation Department of the TsK* VKP(b) of the Communist Party. Nominally, he answered to the 
Chief Warden of the Gulag. The ‘TSK VKP (b) was the sole ideologist of the entire system of prison camps and 
slave labour of the kudaks and the ‘enemies of the people’. 

2. The NKVD-MVD was the obedient weapon of the TsK VKP(b). 


Gulag Regions: 
i Sevzaplag (Northwest) 

ii Zaplag (West) 

iii Yuzhzaplag (Southwest) 
iv Urallag (Urals) 
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I fine giustifica imezzi ! 


/OTHEYCTAHHOR 3A60TbI KOMMYHHCTOB H [YIATA CTPAHA NPEBPATHNAC B IKOHOMHYECKA 
TRMENO BONbHOE, BE31YXOBHOE HAI PECCHBHOE 'OCYAPCTBO! B.HEKPACOB 


y Sevsiblag (Northern Siberia) 
Vi Siblag (Siberia) 

vii Yuzhlag (South) 

Vili Dalstroy (Far East) 

ix Primorlag (Primorie) 

‘The Gulag system pursued two goals: 

|, To exterminate the majority of convicts through punitive policies. 

2, To meet the labour quotas set by the government by any means necessary. 


"The tireless efforts of the Communists and the Gulag turned the country into an economically ill, ited, 
jind aggressive state.’ Victor Nekrasov.t 
# INK (Tsentratny Kommitet) ~ the Central Committee (of the Communist Party). 
Victor Nekrasov (1911-1987), Russian writer, journalist and editor. An outspoken critic of Stalinism, he was expelled from the 
Communist Party in 1973 and emigrated to France in 1974. 
7 


The alphabetical list (far from complete) of the cities and settlements, near which were located ITL 


(Corrective Labour Camps), OLP (Separate Camp 


system), koman 


's), sharashkas (secret R&D laboratories in the Gulag 
kas,” construction sites, service centres, columns, roads, OKB (Special Design 
Offices), ITK (Corrective Labour Camps / Colonies), and special settlements of the Gulag. 


1. Abakan *(i) 
2, Abez-Inta *(i) 
3..Aim (vii) 


4, Akmolinsk * (vi) 

5. Aktyubinsk *(vi) 

6. Aleksandrovskoye (vi) 
7. Aldan *(vi) 


iizhan *(v) 
11, Arkhangelsk *(i) 


19, Belushye (i) 
au Berezovo (¥) 


2 Bodaybo *(vi) 
23, Borovichi (ii) 

24, Byreya * (ix) 

25, Byugyuke (v) 

26, Vani (1) 

27, Vaygach Iste (i) 

28, Velsk (i) 

29, Vereshchagino (v) 

30. Verkhhoyansk (vii) 

31. Verkhne-Imbatskoye (v) 
32, Verkhne-Uralsk (iv) 

33. Verkhny Ufaley * iv) 

34. Veslyana (v) 

35. Vilyuisk * (vi) 

36. Vitim *(vi) 

37. Vologela *(i) 

38. Volkhov (ii) 


44. Dnepropetrovsk * 
45, Blabuga (ii) 
46. Erofey Pavlovich *(vi) 
47. Zhigansk (v) 
48, Zayarsk (vi) 
49. Franz Joseph Land *(i) 
50. Zyryanka (viii) 

(ii 


54, Tzvestkovy (viii) 
55. Iman (vii) 
56, Ingiz (vii) 


57. Irkutsk *(vi) 
58. Ishimbay *(iv) 
59. Kagan (vii) 
60. Kazalinsk (vii) 


64. 
65. Karaganda *(vi) 
66. 


Gi) 
73. Kirov (Vyatka) *(ii) 
74. Knyazh-Pogost (i) 
75. Kozbva (i) 
76. Kokchetay *(vi) 
77. Kolbashevo (vi) 
78. Kolyma *(viii) 
79. Commander Islands * (vii) 
ix) 


84. Kotlas *(i) 
85. Krasnovodsk (iv) 
86. Krasnoturins} 
87. Krasnogorsk ? 
88, Kuznetsk * 
89, Kapabar ech 

90. Kuloy (i) 

91. Kungur *(iv) 

92. Kurgan-Tyube * (vii) 
93. Kuril Islands *(viii) 
94. Kurya (i) 

95. Kustanay *(vi) 

96. Kyzyl (vi) 

97. Kyusyur (0) 

98. Leningrad *(ii) 

99. Leninogorsk (vi) 
100. Magdagachi (viii) 
101. Magnitogorsk *(iv) 
102. Mariinsk *(vi) 

103. Mayor-Krest (viii) 
104. Makhachkala (ii 
105. Medvezhiegorsk (i) 
106. Mezen (i) 

107. Miass *(iv) 

108. Mirnoye (v) 

109. Molotov (Perm) * (ii) 
110. Molotovsk (i) 
111. Monchegorsk (i 
112. Morshansk (i 


113. Moscow *(ii) 
114. Nalchik (ii) 
115. Narian-Mar 


ikopol 
IB. Nishi Kresty "i 
Nizhne-Tambovsk (vi 
tan izhny Tagil *(iv) 
121- Nowra Zentys 
izhneye Shadrino (vi) 
23 Novels (i) 
124. Nordvik (¥) 
125, Norilsk *(v 
126, Ozhogino (viii) 
127. Olyokminsk *(vi) 
128. Omsk *(vi) 
129, Orsk *(iv) 
130. Ostashkov (ii) 
131. Pakhta-Aral (vil) 
132, Penza (ji) 
133. Petrozavodsk *(i) 
134. Petropavlovsk (vi) 
135. Pechora *(i) 
136, Plesetsk (i) 
137, Podkamennaya Tunguska *(v) 
138. Pokur (¥) 
139. Pokeha (i) 
140. Prokopyevsk (vi) 
141. Ramenskoye (ii) 
142. Revda (iv) 
143. Rezh (iv) 
144. Rugoozero (i) 
145, Savinobor (i) 
146, Salekhard *(v) 


19. Saransk-Potma *(ii) 
150. Sakhalin * (ix) 

151. Sverdlovsk *(iv) 
152. Svirstroy 
153. Segezha (i) 
154, Seychman * (viii) 
155. Semipalatinsk * 
156. Solikamsk * iv) 

157. Solovets Islands *(i) 
158. Sortavala (i) 

159. Srednekolymsk * (vii) 
160. Sretinsk (vi) 

161. Stalingrad *(i 
162. Stalino (Donetsk) 
163. Stalinogorsk (ii) 
164. Stalinsk (vi) 

165. Stanchik (viii) 
166. Starodub (ji) 

167. Stolbovoye (vil) 
168. Suojirvi *() 


i) 


169. Sukhumi (iii) 


172. Syktyvkar "6 
173. Tavda 

174, Tayshet-Bratsk *(vi) 
175, ‘Tashkent *(vi) 


17. Tekyulyak 
178. Tetyushi 


179. Tiksi (¥) 


185, Tura (v) 
186. Turinsk *(iv) 
187, Turkestan *(vii) 
188. ‘Turukhansk *(¥) 
189. ‘Tyumen *(vi) 
190. Ugtich (i) 
191. Ulyanovsk ( 
192, Ulan-Ude *(vi) 
193, Uman (iii) 
194, Uralsk (iv) 
195, Ust-Vorkuta *(i) 
196. Ust-Vym *(i) 
197, Ust-Kamenogorsk * 
198. Ust-Kamehatsky *( 
199, Ust-Kulom *(i) 
200, Ust-Mil 
201. Ust-Port (v) 
202, Ust-Srednikan (vii) 
i 


203, Ust-Us 
204, Ust-UI 
205. Ust-Shugor Hy 
206, Ufa *(iv) 

207. Fergana (vii 
208. Frunze (vii) 

209. Khabarovsk *(ix) 
210. Kholmogory (i) 
211. Khon (vii) 
212, Chardzhou (vii) 


insk *(iv) 


216, Chikalov (Orenburg) (iv) 
217. Chusovoy *(iv) 

218. Shadrinsk *(jv) 

219. Sheherbakov (ii) 

220. Ekibastuz-Ugol (vii) 
221. Yakutsk *(¥) 

222, Yaroslavl (ii) 
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Note: 

+ -enotes a group of ITL, ITK or other penal institutions of the Gulag (two to five or more). 
Wy - region (zone) of the Gulag [see map on previous pages). 
‘Whe daily ration of a convict in the Gulag had a nutritional value of 1,300-3,000 calories. 

Uonvicts in the Gulag were divided by the regime into categories ~ material and psychological conditions. The 
iyime etched away all traces of individuality and turned people into robots with the highest labour productivity. 


FP homandirovka—"business trip, assignment’, a place outside a prison camp where convicts worked (construction site, lumber 


ete). 
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BONbWEBUKH NEPBbIMM B MMPE CO3ANM CUCTEMY PABCKUX 
TPYOBLIX APMUATYNATA, YEl0, KAK U3BECTHO, HE BbIsIO 
IPH YAPH3ME.B CONOBEL|KOM JATEPE HAYA/IUCL 3KCNE - 
PUMEHTAI 110,,PACYENOBEYHBAHHHO” JOEH CAMbIMH KE- 
CTOKHMH METOJAMY B , JIATEPHY?O IIbIIb’.. 


‘The Bolsheviks were the first in the world to create slave-labour armies in the Gulag system, which had not 
existed in ezaris s 


began, a 


* See page 15. 


is in the working zone: 
n implements from \ 
n of work and frostbite, ha 


metal and wood. Shay 
to open out flat 


[TYNATOBCKASA WYTKA HAY BHOBb MPHEbIBLUUM 
OTANOM SAKSIOYEHHBIX, IOAAATb APA 2 


—= 


MIA YCNOKOEHUA NPUBLIBWUUX H BOSMYWALOWUXCA NONTUM OMUMAHHENB 
PTC TORHMKE NEPER NPHEMOM STANA B HTM, 33K0B MPH MOPO3E 30-40 o 
UBMUBAUTM 0 BbIWKH BOZOR 3 IOKAPHOLO WMAHIA HMO YEMOTPEHMIO 
|" (IPOUBBQITY) HAYAIBLTBA YEPE3 8-9 YACR OBNEJEHEBLUUX BEM B 30H49... 


‘A Gulag prank called ‘adding steam‘ being played on newly arrived prisoners. 


‘Wh pacify the newly arrived prisoners, who expressed their indignation with the long stay in the ‘settling tank’ 
Hwelore they were let into the camp, they were hosed with water from the watchtower when it was 30° to 40° C 

g. Two or three hours later ~ their clothes frozen to their bodies — they might be allowed inside 
depending on the whim of the prison authorities. 


8’ word for any prison, camp or restricted area where they were made to work (lumbering or minin 
Union as the ‘big zone’, believing the Communist Party’s power structure to be identical to that o 
tle zone’ — the Gulag (see page 202). 


select slave mistresses from newly arrived Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland.” 
Sign on the wall reads: ‘Selection Board’. The newspapers on the desk are: Izvestiya and Pravda. 


Women ‘enemies of the people’ appeared before the job assignment selection board naked. Those who caught 
the eye of the board members were sent to in-house jobs in prison camps and became the board members’ 
concubines. If the women refused, they were assigned to lumbering or other hard labour, or locked up in isolation 
cells (for ‘violations’), starved, ete. 

* During the Great Purge (1936-1938), NKVD Order Number 00486 of 15th August 1937, allowed the wives and children of ‘enemies 
of the people’ (Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland) to be imprisoned in labour camps. Those under fifteen years old were 


placed in special orphanages for children of ‘enemies of the people’. 
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OBbICK-,UMOH" NIPHELIBWELO 3TANA 3AKJNOYEHALIX... 
BKAXJIOMHTA BTEYEHHE CYTOK MPOH3BOQHIHCL OBb/CKH - 
HCKASIN 3AMIPEWEHHOE, CYMTAAH 339KOB, BbISBIAAH PAK- 
Tb! IIOBETA, CMEPTU, YBRHXCTB... 


Sign on the left reads: ‘Rights and Responsibilities of the Prisoner’; sign on the right reads: ‘The Gulag of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR is the Educator of Pris[oners]'. 


The shmon’ of the newly arrived... 
Phroughout the day, each prison camp organised searches. The guards looked for illegal items, counted the 


Prisoners, and established the facts of escape attempts, deaths and murders. 


* shmon — ‘search’ in criminal argot. 


Life 


5 


HECMOTPR. MAANCKME YeMOBNA BI YATE, KU3Hb BLE KE BPANA CBOE... H0- 
AU BIKESSIMC, NUCANM NMCbMA, APUSHABANUC B JOBBH... NOCE OLBO- 
BOWAEHMA MEHMIMC,PACTUAM JETEN... 


Sign on the building reads: ‘Glory to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union!" 


Despite the inferno that the Gulag was, life went on. People fell in love, wrote notes to each other, confessed 
their feelings. After they were released,” they got married and brought up children, 


* Even after being granted their freedom, for various reasons inmates often found it difficult to leave the Gulag. For some the long journey 
home from their remote exiles was simply too daunting; for others too much time had elapsed, and they felt they couldn't rebuild their 
‘past’ lives outside the system; still others found themselves in positions of power that they could never have achieved outside camp 
circumstances — they might become ‘free workers’ or even guards; some were released but forbidden to leave. 
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YRABAHUE, BOPOBCKUMMYKUKAM.. 
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Nocne Yxasa NBC CLEP or 06.0219471. 8 HIN TYMAI A H3 OCYHTEHHOIX OBPASOBRMMCD TPH KPYITHBIX 
MACTH UIPHHAMNEMHOCT K ONPERENEHHOMY MPECTYMHOMMY KOHTHHIEHTY):,BOPbLLIRH'H 
UIAYKARH.OCTE RAMMHACTPRUAM HINTYMALALH BNACTOI'INM BOPEIU,CYKH, 9 KOTOPbIX 
UMYKUKH'BOINH B RPM TECHEHHOM NOMOMEHHH, B TO? YHENE H,BPATH HAPOA: ABTOPHTETHBIE 
YIONDBHURH HE PABOTAMH, HES, BOPOBCKUX MS KHROB™ 39808, KOTOPBIE OTJABANH HIM YACTA 
[POUEHTOB BbIPABOTRUH 3APABOTKA 3A 10,470 OHH O6EPETANHUKOT MPHTECHEHHA CO 
CTOPOHI JP. YONOBHHKOB. AAMAHALTPRYAR HTN TYMALR YMOIUNEHHKO CTABHNA HAN 5PAIATAMK 
IY KUKOB' BPHIANUPAMA,5YIPOB = YONOBHAKOB JNA OCYWMECTBNEHHS 3BEPCKOM SKCRMIATAYMH... 


A bugor* gives orders to his muzhiks.! 


After the Presidium of the Supreme Council decree of 6th July 1947, three large ‘suits’ (groups) of criminals 
were formed: thieves, ‘bitches’, and mushiks. The second echelon of power of the Gulag, underneath the 
administration, were the thieves and ‘bitches’ t who oppressed the muzhiks. The ‘enemies of the people’ shared 
the fate of the muzhiks. Authoritative criminals did not work. Mushiks wrote off some of their daily work quota 
in their favour, in exchange for protection from other criminals. The administration of the Gulag intentionally 
Appointed bugors as foremen of muzhik crews to facilitate the brutal exploitation of the latter. 


* bugor—a brigadier’. A prisoner (usually a criminal ‘authority’), who was placed in charge of a brigade of workers by the administration 
‘hey were responsible for their brigade’s work quota and were exempt from physical labour. 


} mushik - a ‘peasant’, a low ranking thief. 
t bitches — criminals who had sided with the authorities, taking trusted positions in the camp to escape its rigours (see page 82), 


, NPUAYPKH'- YACTb NPHBHETMPOBAHHBIX 33KOB... 


B YATE, MPHAYPRAMM" HASBIBAIINCD 39KM, BLITONHABLUIME BHYTPUXO3ANGT- 
BEHMbIE PAGOTAI 8 HTM: NOBAPA, RYXOHHBIE PABOYHE, KNAMOBUUKM, STERTPHR, 
MOTOPHCTbI,RYBOBBIE, BAHIHKH, YSOPIMKH NOMEWEHHM H TJ, PUAYPRH OLBO- 
SOMAANUCS OT OBUUX PABOT HA WAXTAX, NECOSATOTOBRAK HR OHH OYEHS HO- 
POMUNM MECTOM,T.K.370 NOZBONANO HM BbIKHTb B ANCKUX YCNOBHAX... 


‘Fools' - some of the privileged prisoners. 


Pridurki*— ‘Fools’ in the Gulag were prisoners who were employed in jobs within the prison camp: cooks, kitchen 
workers, warehouse workers, electricians, car mechanics, boiler servicemen, sauna workers, janitors, etc. 
‘Fools’ were free from general labour in mines, lumbering, etc. They cherished their jobs, as they allowed them 
to survive in otherwise unbearable conditions. 

* This name is derived from their ‘fooling about’ working cushy jobs, rather than doing hard labour. Most were criminals, as they were 
deemed to be ‘socially acceptable’, unlike the ‘politicals’ (after 1930 camp authorities were forbidden to give any administrative work 


to political prisoners). 
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BI YIATE 39K -,BPATU HAPORA, HE BbIJEPHAB H3YBEPCTBA 
HY CARH3M, YMbIMMEHHO BPOCANUCL B 3ANPETHYO 3019. 


LRN BER 
cae Si 

MGS 
BPHTARMPANH 541 PAN” Hil 33K AIH; BPAL AM HAPORR'G [MATE YCTO HASHAYAITH YfONOBHAKOB-YPOK,H YEM OHM EOMbILE SBEPLTBOBRAM, 
TEM 5ObWE 370 YCTPAHBANO ARMHHMCTPALMIO MRTEPR..YPRH “MO CBOEMY CAMONYPCTBY NOMMEMWENY MPOMSBONY SACTABNRMM 33KOB NON 
WIPO3OP MSENEHHA H CHEPTH:.APHMP XABATE™ECTD YENOBEYECKME HCIPRKHEHHS, IMTS MOYY, COCRTb NONOBOR YEN, UENOBAT’ HH3ATO 
104KO" AHAMILHOE OTBEPCTHE, A TARIKE 3ACTABNSIM PABOTAT 5E3 OT/IbIXA (BLIXOMMDIX) MO 12-16 YACOB, OTEMPAMM MOCBINKH CMPOAYKTAMH, 
WAEK, XOPOWYIO OREMMY, OB YBb, MPERMET bla HA MANOB DI 33X08 HAYANGCTBO [YNAIR HE OBPAUIMNO HAKAKOLO BHANAHHA, H BCE TO 
WPOHCXOJMNO 0 HX COLMACHR. MANOBUYHKH HAKASDIBRMNCD. 


Having had enough torture and sadistic treatment in the Gulag, the ‘enemies of the people’ intentionally 


entered the forbidden zone.* 
‘Text on the wall reads: ‘The Gulag is the best correctional institution for criminals in the world.’ Minister of 


Internal Affairs, L.P. Beria’. 


In the Gulag, bugors, the foremen of the prisoner brigades made up of ‘enemies of the people’, were often urkas 
~ authoritative criminals. The crueller they were, the more it satisfied the prison administration. Urkas 
exercised their power by making prisoners, under penalty of severe beating or death, ‘gobble the garnish’, i.e. 
eat human excrement, drink urine, perform oral sex, kiss and lick the ‘cornhole’, i.e. the anus. Urkas also forced 
them to work without days off for twelve to sixteen hours, took away parcels with food, daily rations, clothing, 
footwear and personal possessions. The Gulag authorities ignored the prisoners’ complaints. Everything 
happened with their consent. Those who complained were punished. 


__ * ‘First they disentangled Romashev from the wire... When nothing more held the body, Shved and the warder held the body still for a 

jnoment, head down, and then let it drop, and we heard Romashev hit the ground with a sickening thud. A low hiss, half sigh and half 
‘exclamation travelled through the compound. And then at once a dreadful din broke out — shouts, protests, hysterics almost, I myself 
uv several cons — old Kolyma and Vorkuta hands — break down in tears. Torture and starvation had never managed to squeeze tears out 
‘of men like this, but now they wept with mortification and impotent rage.’ Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 1969. 


BbIBON 3A 30HY a M0] KOHBOEM APTHETOB-39K\ 08 B TOM YACIE H 
SACIYKEHHBIX, JIA TAY KOHYEPTA B MECTHOM TAEKHOM MOCE/- 
KOBOM KAYBE. BO BPEMS K OHL{EPTA OXPAHA C OPYKHEM H CIYKEB- 
HOH COBAKOR PACIIONATANUC HA CLYEHE 3A KYMUCAMAM B ZANE... 


Guards take convicted musicians, including Zasluchenny Artists” outside the prison camp to give a concert in 


a taiga village. Guards with guns and watchdogs were present during the concert — on the stage, behind the 
stage and in the audience. 


Zasluzhenny Axtist (also translated as Meritorious, Merited, Distinguished, or Honorary Artist) — was an honorary title in the Soviet 
Union which was awarded for exceptional achievements in the performing arts. 
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MOET KPENOCTHAS AKTPHCAVTAT YIATA:-Poccns Bans- 
HAS, CTPAHA IIPEKPACHA, COBE TCKHH KPA MOF 3EM/79... 


ish 


= OTKYNA 3TA NEBHYKA? XOPOWO CTEPBA MOET... 
“13 NEHUHIPAACKOLO TEATPA,M0 58=h! UX K HBAHOBY TPOHX3ACIY KEHHBIX MPHTHANM, 
MPULTIOCD 3A HEE MAT 394EK OTAAT: TPH MOPTHAXM, BYXTANTEPUY H IIOBAPHXY, 
KOTOPAS HA BONE B PECTOPAHE PABOTAMA, HO TENEPb YHAC ECTb CBO APTUCTKA... 


A slave singer of the Gulag prison camp sings: Russia is the land of freedom / Beautiful land / My land, the 
Soviet land. 


‘Where's she from? The bitch knows how to sing!” 


‘She's from a theatre in Leningrad, doing time under Article 58.” Ivanov got three of them, all “Honoured Artists.” 


, one accountant, and a cook — she worked in a restaurant 


Thad to give him five cons for her: three seamstr 


Out of prison. And now we have our very own singe 


’ f 25th February 1927, dealt with 


g of state industry and tr 


port (sabotage), te 


Younter-revolutiona 


of counter-revolutio ete. Prisoners ted under Article 58 were known as ‘political prisoners’, their sentences were 


Usually long (up to twenty-five years) and could be extended without trial. 


BHYTPHIATEPHAR BOHHA MEM IY, MEMHBIMH BOPAMM 
B3AKOHE'H OTKONOBWHMHCA BOPAMH=CYKANMH «. 


2 Serta = SE BY : ) 
Nocne Yxasa NBC CCCP OT 0602194970 (IE CPOKH 3A KPAKH, [PABEMH,PA3BOM 5bINM ONPERENEHDI 2020-25 NET) NPO- 
H3OQWEN PACKON B YIONOBHOM MHPE. YacTb,BOPOB B 3AKOHE; YTOB6I BbIUKHTb B YCNOBHAX [YNAIA,CTANA PABOTATS, 
MUI ARMMHUCTPRUHS HTN JENRMA 3RYETOI 1°3,7.E.N1OMCTEYEHHH 1/3 CPOKA 33K OBPETAN CBOGORY.MQERHOIE 
1 BOPbIB SAKOHE;(KOTOPBIE,COFNACHO BOPOBLRMM HE NMCRHHBIM 3RKOHAM H NPRBANAM, OTKAZLIBAMUC OT 
PAGOTb!) CTANH HA3LIBRTb PRBOTAOWMX BOPOB ,CUKAMH™ [IPEMATENAMM,, BOPOBCRHX 3RROHOB, H MEM TY HMM 
HRYRNAL HENPHMHPHMAR BPAY [A.B HT [YIKIA 51MM CYYAH, KOLA MPH CXBATKAX MBEMHOIX, BOPOB 8 
SAKOHE" Hu CYR" NOTHEANO NO 50M BONEE 39K08.HAYAMCTEOIYMATA JERCTBEHHDIX MEP HE MPHHAMANO... 


Internal warfare between ‘idealist, legitimate’ thieves, and traitor ‘bitch’ thieves. 


After the Presidium of the Supreme Council decree of 6th July 1947, which introduced a punishment for theft 
and robbery of twenty to twenty-five years imprisonment, the criminal world divided into two camps. In order 
stration introduced 


to survive in the Gulag, some of the ‘legitimate’ thieves began to work. The prison admi 
a system of incentives for them, which was called ‘one for three’. It was possible for the prisoner to be 
discharged after only a third of his imprisonment term had elapsed. The ‘idealist’, ‘legitimate’ thieves, who refused 
to work (in accordance with their thieves’ code of honour), called the working thieves ‘bitches’ and traitors to 
the code. Relentless warfare broke out between them. There were incidents in the history of the Gulag prison 
camps when fifty or more prisoners were killed in fights" between ‘legitimate’ thieves and ‘bitches’. The Gulag 
authorities did not take action against such fights. 


* See page 198, 
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BI YAMTE BIATAPH;BOPbIB ZARDHE “SBT B PHBHTES UPD- 


I ONOBHUKY BIYARTE BbIMV NO NONOMEHUHO HATPHTOPAAKA BbIWE,, BPA- 
[OB HAPORAIBTOPUTETHBIE HEONHOKPATHO CYMMBIE BOPAIBSARONE KAR 
MPABHIIO,HE PABOTAMM, MENRHE BOPbI 7, ECTEPKH LIM Y HAR B YCTIME - 
HUH, A 39KH BbITOBURH  BOPOBLRHE MYKHKH; OTAABANM NPOUEHTLI BLIPA- 
BOTKA. YOROBHAKM NOMOTANM YHHYTOHATS , BPAIOB KAPORA'B HINT YMIA.. 


‘Legitimate’ thieves in the Gulag were as privileged as modern-day bureaucrats. 


Criminal prisoners” in the Gulag ranked three times higher than the ‘enemies of the people’. Authoritative or 
legitimate’ thieves with numerous previous convictions usually did not work. They had shesterkast (underlings 
or minions) working for them. The muzhiks wrote off some of their daily work quota in favour of the authoritative 
thieves. Criminals helped eradicate the ‘enemies of the people’ in the Gulag prison camps. 


hows the tattoos that the criminals used to display their rank and history. Tattoos were also used a: 
“... there wasn't a clear spo 


. Under his eyes was: “Khrushchey, Brezhney, Voroshiloy are butche! 
It was gripping his throat and on the back of the hand were the letters 


Ile middle finger, ending on his adam's apple, was labelled KGB.’ Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 1969. 
1 shesterkas — literally ‘sixes’. The six is the lowest card in a standard Russian thirty-six card deck. 
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Kya AANY TAHHEWb, KOHTPA! YEPES HENENO AYA, ‘AA, AEMYEWE JEKAPCTBO JAN. 
[TABHBIM CNEYMANHCTOM B BONBHAWAX MIM BbIN MEQEPAT U3 3/K.ECTH OH BbIIU3 
BbITOBHKOB, TO CHABHAN NEKAPCTBAMM H NPONYKTAMH STONOBHAKOB-BANOBAHHBIX RETEM 
KpacHoro KPEMNA, Ay BPATU HAPO JA" MHTENMAIEHTSI, PABOYHE H TJLBBUH OBENEHB. 


Signs on the wall read (left to right): ‘Do not spit on the floor!’, graffiti added underneath: ‘But spit on the 
Communist Party!’ ‘Wash your hands before you eat; ‘Brush your teeth!’. The patient in the nearest bed holds 
A copy of the newspaper ‘Pravda’. 


‘Keep your paws to yourself, counter-revolutionary! You're going to kick the bucket in a week anyway, so you 
don't need medicine.’ 

‘The chief medical specialist in prison camp hospitals was a nurse, who was also a prisoner. If he was one of 
the bytoviks,* he brought medicine and food to other criminals, the spoiled children of the Red Kremlin. The 
‘onemies of the people’ — the intelligentsia, workers, etc. — were deprived of such ‘luxuries’. 


* bytovik — a criminal prisoner. An inmate who has becn sentenced for a criminal act (murder for example), but is not a professional 
‘flminal and doesn't actually belong to the ‘true’ criminal world. 
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ACBYWKH H KEHIHHbI He AMEHTe NONOBbI 
CBASECH C JICECBHAHKAMH-BaC MAVT AOMA 


My 


DAYEM MEHCKAX HTI-HTK [ YATA-SHTIK-YM3 Hl COBPEMEHHOLO 
SUTY SBIAOTCH, KOBJIbI-AKTHBHBIE MYKENQYOBHbIE JECEH- 
AHKHH3-3A KOTOPBIX MIPOHCXOYRT CCOPIM APAKH MEMAY MIAC- 
CHBHbIMM JIECEHAHKAMI... 


Text at the top reads: ‘Girls and women, do not engage in sexual affairs with lesbians! Someone is waiting 
for you at home’. 


‘The scourge of women's camps in the Gulag system, as well as modern-day prisons, were koblas — active, 
masculine lesbians. They were the cause of skirmishes and fights between passive lesbians. 
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oe ee al 1 ke ag = Aes 

HOYHOA OBbICK:IUMOH'B MEACKOM BAPAKE MTYTYIATR C YENBIO H3B9 7) UMA 
YBOPOBOK H AX KOJVIbI-KYYEK HAPKOTAKOB, HOMEH, ONACHBIX BPHTB, CIUPI- 
HOl0, NOPHOTPAPHH H Tf. TAKME OBBICKH BI YATE NPOBONMAUCA PET YIAP- 
HO B MEHCKUX V MYKCKUX 30HAX. 


A night search in a women’s barrack of the Gulag in order to confiscate drugs, knives, razor blades, alcohol, 
pornographic materials, etc. from female thieves and their zhuchkas." Such searches were common in both the 


men’s and women’s prisons of the Gulag. 


* shuchkas ~ small dog or mongrel; the name given to female accomplices. 


Bblbpoc TPYIMOB 3AK/MOYEHHBIX-YBU TIX YMEPLUX B 
TPHOMAX ITAPOXOJA-B OXOTCKOE MOPE IPH STAIIE C MATE- 
PHKA B BYXTY HATAEBO-/0P MATAZAN... 


‘Throwing prisoners bodies overboard. They either died or were killed in ship's holds” during deportation from 
the mainland to Nagaevo Bay in Magadan, in the Sea of Okhotsk. 

* Hoses were often used by the guards to control their human cargo. In Kolyma Tales Varlam Shalamov recalls how on Sth December 
1947, this method was employed to put a stop to 3,000 convicts who, during their journey to Magadan, had mutinied aboard the 


steamship Kim. At 40° C below freezing, those that didn’t die suffered third- and fourth-degree frostbite. 
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/VPANNAT= KAPABAW.C5POC TPYIOB 3/K B CTBOM CTAPOMWAX- 
7bI. TAKUX, MO UIbHAKOB" HA HEOBBSTHbIX MIPOCTOPAXT HIAIA 
BbINM COTHAH 370 JO CHX NOP ,SOCTAHHA” KOMMYHUCTOB... 


Urallag-Karabash. Bodies of dead prisoners being dumped into a shaft of an old mine. There were hundreds 
of such ‘sepulchres’ (tomb or burial vaults) throughout the limitless territories of the Gulag. This fact is still 
{egarded as ‘top secret’ by the Communists.” 

* All the drawings in this book were made by Baldaev during the Communist period. Following the failed coup of August 1991, realising 
{hat the end of the regime was imminent, the security forces of the KGB and MVD attempted to destroy incriminating evidence held 


in their archive. 
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YRIAIKA TPYN0B, BPATOB HAPOLA”. Bu ALIMOHALTDHHK. 


De onanonnet “370 SMbI, OBPASOBAHABIE B BE YHOU MEP3MO- 
‘il E MYTE?M NIPHMEHEHHA B3PLIBYATKU: SAUHAMUTA, TONYONA 
Ys AMMOHANA, BMECTUMOCTAIO OF JECATKA 0 COTEH TPYITOB. 


Dumping of the corpses of ‘enemies of the people’ in an ammonalnik. 


Ammonatniks were pits made in the permafrost using dynamite, TNT, or ammonal explosives. They 
{ccommodated tens or hundreds of thousands of dead bodies.” 


* Phe mountain had been laid bare and transformed into a gigantic stage for a camp mystery play. A grave, a mass prisoner gra 
pit stuffed full with undecaying corpses from 1938 was sliding down the side of the hill, revealing the seeret of Kol 

{ios who died in Kalyma, all those who were shot, beaten to death, sucked dry by starvation, can still be recogni 
‘youn, There were no gas furnaces in Kolyma. The corpses wait in stone, in the permafrost.’ Varlam Shalamov, 


BHTNTYTA NOCNE OYEPEQHOA YAAAYRKY TPYNTOB- 
vA YEAPEM,,HMYPHROB’ B WTABENS Y ,RAHIET* 


ie 


B cEBEPHEIX ATT YINTA: KencHORPCKOM KPRE,KOMH RECP HA KONDIME HIP PETHOMAX, NO NPMYMHE BONbWOR CMEPTHOCTH 
39K0B OF TAMENOM PREOTb), HENOEAHHR, BONESHEM H BHYTPHIATEPHOLO TEPPOPA, TPYMIb1 8 SMMHEE PEMA 3-38 
TPYTHOCTH 3RKOPOMEHHR CRAIBIERNUCD B LITABENR 8 CBDEOSPASHDIX .CKNAMAX! A C HACTUMMEWHEM BECHb! 
SAXOPRHHBRIINCD 5E3 OEM! 8 AMMOHAIHUKAX, TOMMMUC 8 EONOTAX H CHMLANHCD, . KAMER" KAPHER WTPRPHOR 
H30NRTOP 8 CRPRE HIM RETHEH NAMRTKE, KOTOPBIAHE OTRMMMBAICH MPH MOPO3AX 30-60%. 


The Gulag Corrective Prison Camp after stacking corpses ‘dubars', ‘zhmuriks"* by the kandey. 
Text on the building reads: ‘Kandey. Long Live Communism and Death to Its Enemies!". 


In the northern prison camps of the Gulag system — Krasnoyarsk Region, Komi ASSR, Kolyma and others — 
many prisoners died from hard work, malnourishment, disease and inhumane treatment. Because burying them 
was problematic, the bodies were stacked like logs. When spring came, the bodies were buried naked in 
‘ammonalniks, sunk in swamps, or burned. The kandey is a slang word for the isolation cell. Barns or tents were 
sometimes used as isolation cells. They were unheated even when the temperatures outside fell as low as 30° 
to 60° C below freezing. 


* dubars, zhmuriks — various slang terms for the dead (eg: ‘si 
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OrnpaeKA, Haseniaata MOCE/IEHHE B CEBEPHBIN JENOBN- 
TbI OKEAH - YTOMVIEHHE 3AMOPO/KEHHBIX TPYNOB 3AKIIO- 
YEHHbIX IIPOPYBH CUBHPCKOH PEK. 


‘Gliffs’ being sent to a ‘settlement’ in the Arctic Ocean. The frozen corpses of prisoners are disposed of 
through a hole in the ice of a Siberian river. 


Obsa3AHHOCTH 
| MPABA 3AKNKO4EHHOrO 


: YCBHTN (YNPABAEKNE CEBEPO-Bocroy, 
« KOMMOCTHPOBRHHME M031 0B (YEPENYWEK)" 

OCTPHEM NOMA YEPENOB TPSIIOB 3AK/HOYEHHBIX IIEPEN BbIBOM 
KOBI SATA, HET TEX NPECTYNNEHHA, ABAHTHP, NOOCTH, 


Text on signs (left to right) reads: ‘Rights and Responsibilities of the Prisoner’; ‘Fuel Warehouse’; ‘Checkpoint 
No.2"; ‘Forward, to Communism!’; ‘Glory to the Communist Party!"; ‘To Freedom with a Clear Conscience!’. 
Portraits at the gate: Karl Marx (left) and Viadimir Lenin (right). 


‘Brain (skull) punching.’ Holes were made in the skulls of (dead) prisoners with a special hammer (a ‘puncher’) 
or the pointed end of a crowbar, before they were taken out of the camp to be buried. According to political 
prisoners of the Gulag, party bureaucrats would stop at no crime, infamous deed, abomination, or lie."t 


* Baldaev is incredulous about this procedure, which was undertaken not to ensure that the victims were dead (this was already 
obvious), but because the administration wanted them ‘double dead’ — an outrageous and absurd act. 


gett 


WBUTE/IbHO -TPYJOBbIX NATEPEH HA IIPABAX MABKA) [ YATA. 
WHANbHbIM NPOBOHHUKOM; KOMMOCTEPOM’(MONOTKOM) Hi 
WOHb/ UT] 219 3AXOPOHEHHS./10 MHEHUIO BbIBLUHX NONUT33- 
PET] KOTOPbINH MOTAK bbl OCTAHOBHTbCS APT OKPATO/... 


Hard Labour 


Women ‘enemies of the people’ work off their ‘guilt’ before the Communist Party and the Soviet People in the 
prison camp. 
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KoMMYHHCTb/-APBIE BPA CBOBOTbI, JEMOKPATHM, BCEI 0 YE- 
MOBEYECTBA YMEPTBHIIM B SACTEHKAX HABI-MIB HB I SMALE 
MMIUTAQHb! MEHIWMH-K YMA YEK,, BPAIOB HAPORAH YGHP ro- 
TOROM, XONONOM, BONESHAMH H PABCKAM TPYAOM... 


Communists were vehement enemies of freedom, democracy and all humanity. In the prisons of the NKVD- 
MGB and the Gulag, they were responsible for the deaths of millions of women, kulachkas,” ‘enemies of the 
people’ and Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland, from starvation, cold, disease and slave labour. 


* hulachka — the wife of kulak (see page 102). 


0 


L QUEPKAHME 33KOB.. BPAY OB HAPOTA ‘BBOITYHX SMAX 


Fo Drews 


EZ RMA =i =k CEG 

YACTO NPHEIBLUHE HA CEBEP 3TAlIbI 39KOB H3-38 OTCYTCTBHA BAPANGB 
B MOPQ3b140-50° 3A HSMM HA HOYb 8 91161, A QHEM OHM CTPOMIIU YA 
CEBS HOBLIN HID. 3 76169 4H , BPAIOB HAPOAA UM ,, RYTAKOB" TRKUAN 
YCROBHIX ZO TENA BbIMUBASIO HE BOTEE 250 YENOBE 


‘Enemies of the people’ were kept in deep pits. 


Often, convicts who had just arrived in the north were kept in pits for the night, because there were not enough 
barracks available. The temperature outside was 40° to 50° C below freezing. During the day, they built new 
ITL" barracks for themselves. In these conditions, out of every thousand ‘enemies of the people’ and Aulaks,t 
no more than two hundred and fifty survived to see the warmer seasons.+ 


* ITL: Ispravitelno-Trudovoi Lager — literally ‘Corrective Labour Camp’. 
1 A hulak (literally in Russian) was a peasant wealthy enough to own a farm and hire labour. The kulaks tried to resist Stalin's 
collectivization. Many were arrested, exiled, or killed. 

‘In the early thirties labour camps spread over the territory of the USSR, especially the arctic regions. The prisoners built railways, 
roads, industrial complexes and cities around them; they manned the construction works and coal, lead, and gold mines, as well as the 
development of whole regions, like the gold-rich frigid Kolyma. The worst lot was that of forced-labour pioneers sent to set up brand 
new camps and work sites: they did not even have minimal accommodations until they had built them themselves. The mortality rate 
‘on such new projects was much higher than in veteran camp sites.” Leona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000. 
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)KEHAM, CECTPAM Hl JOYEPAM,,BPATOB HAPONA'B 
[HATE TIPU HE BbIITONHEHAM HOPMBI YBABISUTH ITAEK... 


Any, CY4KN, BCE NO MECTAM! 1¥27b NOYLIXAET, CAMA BHHOBATAL 
(B/YMATE HUKAKOM TEXHURH BESONACHOCTH HE 561/710 Ut BNOMHHE. 
WPM YBEYbE B TAWIE, HA WAXTAX Ht APYTUX PABOTAX 39KAMM HE OKA- 
36/BANIOCL 104TH HAKAKOM MEBMONOUU. CITMCATS TEROPERKY HTH 
OBYBb 5b/10 BONOKUTHEE, YEM YMEPWET O UIT YEHTOLO 33KA...) 


Inthe Gulag, if the wives, sisters and daughters of the ‘enemies of the people’ did not meet their daily quotas, 
their rations were curtailed. 


‘Back to work, bitches! Let her lie there and die. It’s her own fault.” 

‘There was no workplace safety to speak of in the Gulag. If a prisoner was injured in the taiga, at the mines, or 
other workplaces, almost no medical care was provided. It was easier to account for a prisoner who had died 
of ‘natural causes’ or injuries, than it was to account for an item of clothing (such as a jacket) or footwear. 
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~MOBTOPHURM- BECIPABHBIE PABLI YPOJIBOR, 3BEPLKOM 
KATOPKHOM CHCTEMBI, CTAMMHCKOIO PALUSMAB CELE, 


| ‘| ee 


ABTOMATMYECKOM NPOBNEHHH CPOKA 3AKMOYEHUA HA S NET EZ CYA, 
TRR NOABHMMCb MUNMHOHE! 39K0B NOBTOPHAKOB.. 


Povtorniks* were the slaves of the ugly, bestial system of hard labour of ‘Stalin's Fascism’ in the USSR. 


During the period 1946 to 1953, the ‘enemies of the people’ who had been sentenced under Article 58t (of the 
Penal Code of the Russian SFSR) between 1936 and 1940, were called into the Operative Headquarters (the 
‘sneaky house’ or ‘favouritism room,’ as it was also called) of the Gulag prisons. They were made to read and 
sign papers that automatically extended their sentence for five more years without trial. This practise created 


millions of povtorniks. 


* Poctorniks — taken from the word povtor, ‘repeat’ (the prison term). 
t See page 81. 
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‘ Paes 
y | ay 
—— iS " 
PA3B0 39K OB HA PABOTY, IE HOMKHBI,{PHCYTCTBOBATS YMEPUHE HOYSIO 
B BAPAKAX MBOJIbHBIE C TEMNEPATYPOM 36-39: IMMAH-MHOBOM YEHON... 
-OTPAAbI,CTPONCH! B39 TCA NON PYKALIPENYNPEMAALO,-WAT BEBO, WAT 
BIPABO CYMTAHTCH NOBEL OMA KOHBOH NPHMEHAET OPYKHE BES NPE J Y- 
PEER! OPKECTP-MAPU! NEPBAA NATEPKA-BNEPER!HAPALYAKAO MHE .. 


Prisoner job assignment routine. Everybody must be ‘present’ during the roll call, including the prisoners who 
ight, and the sick with temperatures of 38° to 39° C. The government plan 


died in the barracks the previou 
must be fulfilled at any price. 
‘Brigades, fall in! Link arms! If you make a step to the left or to the right, it will be considered an attempt to 


, and the guards will shoot to kill without warning. Band, begin to play! First five-man brigade, march! 


Assigner, approach me!’ 
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J0La creonKka FY/1Ala MBI CCCP. TeAmsoBh 
AEPEBSHHBIM KATKOM 3 JOCOK, NONAR YAC. 


EFHMETCKY1O NUPAMUY Xeonca OTMENSIO 2 7h 
JIE3HOU TOPOlY B CEBEPHOU TYHYPE, HO METOAL 
MH - PABCKUM MOJHEBOIbHbI TPYT], YHECWUS 


Construction site No. 501 of the Gulag of the MVD of the USSR. Prisoners ramming soil for laying down 
rails and ties with a roller made from wooden boards. The hollow part of the roller is filled with rocks to 
increase its weight. 


n Cheops pyramid and Stalin's absurd ‘railroad of death” in the northern tundra are over two 
apart. But the methods and techniques of construction remained the same: slave labour that 
cost the lives of tens of thousands of the ‘enemies of the people’. 
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AMM [PYHTA JIA YRSTALKH PESIBCOB H LU/TA/T 
(OPOlO HANONHSTACL I/19 BECA KAMHSMN... 


TOT CTANIUHCKOA ABCYPIHOH,, MEPTBOA” ME - 
WOCOBb/ CTPOUTENBCTBA BbITIU OJHHAKQBL/- 
WTKU TAICTY HUBHEA , BPATOB HAPOJA -.. 
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Re-education 


YTEHHE COUOBASATENBCTBAB HTM FYMALA.9TO ORMHU3 MHOINX ABCYPIOB 
KOMMYHUCTHYECKOM MEONOLMH-COYMANMETHYECKOE COPEBHOBAHME MEM IY 
SPHTARAMHUOTPSRAMH BOPOB, IPABUTENEM, HACHIbHUKOB Ml YBHAL .. 


Writing on the placard: ‘Only through honest labour will you gain the right to be paroled’. The paper in the hands 
of the guard reads: ‘Socialist Self-Obligations’.” 


The announcement of socialist self-obligations in the Gulag prison camp. This is one of the many absurd aspects 
of the Communist ideology —a socialist competitiont between the workers’ brigades composed of thieves, robbers, 
rapists and murderers. 


* ‘Socialist self-obligations’ were voluntary, but in reality they were expected of the workforce. The results of these declarations were 
supposed to exceed the production plan set by the government. 

t Socialist competition’ was encouraged between state enterprises and was also common between individuals within enterprises. Teams 
of workers competed against each other to produce more goods, transport more people, save more resources, ete., with prizes awarded 
to the winners. However, the formalism that reigned over the country meant that the results were either falsified or judged on quantity 
rather than quality. 


110 


NIONT3AHATHA C YTONOBHUKAMH B HT TYMATA MBA CCCP. 
~3AKIIOYEHHbIM HBAHOB, PACCKAMKHTE [10 TEME MPOWSbIX 3AHATHA 
05 ANPEJIbGKHX TE3UCAX- POI PAMME OKTABPLLKOH PEBO/IOLMN... 
= 4T0-TO MT10X0 NOMHIO, [PAYK AHHH HAYANIBHMK... A ITO,KAETCH, 
0 TOM JIBICEHbKOM, KAPTABEHBKOM, KOTOPBIM B MMTEPE HA BAHY 
4T0-T0 € BPOHEBHYKA XPHOKHY/2... 


Political Information classes in the Gulag prison camp. 
‘Prisoner Ivanov, tell us again what you learned in the previous lesson about the April Theses” — the programme 
of the October Revolution.” 

‘{'m not sure I remember it right, chief. Was it about that bald guy with a burr that shouted out something 
from an armoured vehicle at the train station in Leningrad?" 


* The April Theses were a series of directives by Vladimir Lenin given to the Bolsheviks when he returned to Petrograd from his exile 
in land on the night of 16th April 1917. (They were originally rejected by the Bolsheviks.) The full theses text was later published 
In the newspaper Pravda, 
‘Whe prisoner is making a reference to Lenin's speech impediment. 

‘+ Baldaey is making a statement about the impossibility of re-educating criminal inmates (the tattooed hands show that this inmate is, 
{criminal rather than a political prisoner). The authorities believed that it was not worth trying to re-educate the ‘socially dangerous” 
Political prisoners, instead concentrating their efforts on the ‘socially close" thieves-in-law: ‘A 1940 NKVD directive on the cultural- 
‘diicational work of the camps stated explicitly that those who had committed counter-revolutionary crimes were not suitable targets 
for re-education. In camp theatrical productions, they were allowed to play musical instruments, but not to speak or sing.’ Anne 
Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003. 
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PA3IOBOP 33KOB 0, COUZAKOHHOCTU'B COBETCKOM CONSE. 


CCCP-cAMOE AEMOKPATHYECKOE H 
NPABOBOE FOCYAAPCTBO BOBCEM MHPE 


ce 


SS 

4 Lad % ck 

~ [PAK AHHH MIPOKYPOP, BOT MHE JANUS NET 3A 3 MEWKA KOMBHKOP- 
MOB, KOTOPBIX HETB. LR AA XOTENBIPACTHTb MOPOCEHKA, A 3TA 


TAPTURHAS MA’ PHAN3 KCC BOPYET MUMVIMOHAM, BEPET B397KH U 
OT STOlO HEYA EYATCH B CAHATOPHSX HHE CUM T KAKABMAT EP En. 


A conversation about ‘social justice’ in the Soviet Union... 
The placard on the wall reads: ‘The USSR is the Most Democratic Country in the World, where the Rule of 
Law Reigns’.” 


‘Comrade Public Prosecutor, I was given five years in prison for stealing three bags of mixed fodder. You can’t 
buy it in a store and I had a pig to feed. Now, this mob in the Communist Party steals millions, takes bribes, 
and is treated for this “illness” in resorts and sanatoriums. And unlike me, it doesn’t do time in the camps.’ 


* A political slogan from the Gorbachev era. 
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OHH H3 BHYOB NPOPUNAKTHKY BT YATA. 


ia \~ ees 


JNA YCTPAWEHHA 33KOB CYENSIO YRPENNEHHA JMEUMITHHI 1 NORHATUR NPONSBOJUTENSHOCTH 
PABLKOLO TPY JA, Y KM HIM [YMA A KATA PACCTPENSHHOIX N10 MPHIOBOPY MRTEPHOM TPORKH. 
KOHBOW POBOQUN BPH Aifbly BPHIOB HAPOZR” #3 30Hb1 HA PABOTb! MHINO 3THX TPYMOB, 
KOTOPbIE HE YBHPRINC 10 HECKONDKO AHEben 


One kind of preventative measure in the Gulag. 

The signs on the building read: ‘Back to Freedom with a Clear Conscience!’; ‘Long Live the VKP(b)!"; 
‘Checkpoint No.3’. The signs on the dead bodies read: ‘For breaching internal prison regulations’, ‘For 
attempted prison revolt’; ‘For the refusal to w[ork]’. 


‘Tp deter prisoners, strengthen discipline and increase the output of slave labour, the bodies of prisoners executed 
by the “roikat were laid down in rows by a checkpoint. The guards led the units of the ‘enemies of the people’ 
past the corpses when the prisoners marched to and from work. The corpses were not removed for days. 


* See page 19. 

the NKVD Troikas (triumvirate), consisted of three people: the Head of the local NKVD subdivision, the Secretary of the Regional 
Committee and the Public Prosecutor. They were were used as an instrument of extrajudicial punishment against anti-Soviet elements 
etween 1937 and 1938. 
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Children 


BynHn FYNAT&. _ HA32PABCTBYET COWMANNCT 
= = ————— oe — 


cai 


i 


BEHCKOM JATEPE .MAMOYEK" ETH 334EK, BPALOB HAPOJA,'H SONOBHAL COEPMANNC BMEGT 
STHTRHAA POCSH PAXHTHYHBIMH 3AMOPbIWAMH CN03qHHM PA3BHTHEM, 3ATEM JETU OTBHPAI M 
NOCNE PEKBH3AYHHM RETEH PbIgANH, TEPANM COH, BCAKUA MHTEPEC K. PKH3HH, MIONATALM BY, 


The Daily Life of the Gulag. ‘Long Live the Socialist Gulag - A Big Step Toward Communism!’ Minister of 
Internal Affairs, L.P. Beria. 


In awomen’s prison camp for ‘mummies’, the children of both ‘enemies of the people’ and ordinary criminals, 
were held together with their mothers until they were aged between two to five (at the discretion of the 
administration). Because no children’s food was available to them, they grew very weak — their growth was stunted, 


and they suffered from rickets.” They were then taken away and put in special orphanages and technical 


schools. After they were deprived of their children many inmate mothers, slaves of the Gulag camps, sobbed 


continually, developed insomnia and lost interest in living. They ended up in prison psychiatric institutions. 
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AVA TYNAT-bonbwiOn war B KOMMYHM3M!" Manner MB] ILM. bEenA 


i 102-5 NET (BCE 3ABMCENO OT NPOH3BONA ARMHHHCTPAUAM).H3-38 OTCYTCTBMA JETCKOLO 
Wb B CIELMAMHOIE NETCKHE JOMA HITTY.MHOrHE 334KH-MATEPH, PABbIAM HIN-HTK FYMATa, 
WAMXHATPHYECKUE 5ONbHALbI 


* Lsaw the nurses getting the children up in the mornings. They would force them out of their cold beds with shoves and kicks... pushing 
their fists and swearing at them roughly, they took off their night-clothes and washed them in ice-cold water. The babies 
didn't even dare ery. They made littl sniffing noises like old men and let out low hoots. This awful hooting noise would come from the 
‘ots for days at a time. Children already old enough to be sitting up or crawling would lie on their backs, their knees pressed to their 
stomachs, making these strange noises, like the muffled cooing of pigeons... Little Eleonora, who was now fifteen months old... 


the children wi 


she would turn away in silence. On the last day of her life, when I picked her up (they 


sopped reaching out for me when I visited h 
Allowed me to breast-feed her) she stared wide-eyed somewhere off into the distance, then started to beat her weak little fists on my 
she pointed down at her bed. In the evening when I came back with my bundle of firewood, 
Hier cot was empty I found her lying naked in the morgue among the corpses ofthe adult prisoners.” Hava Volovich, Till My Tale Is Told: 


Women's Memoirs of the Gulag, 2001, (edited by Simeon Vilensky). 
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HACHIIBCTBEHHAA PEKBU3ULUA9 AETEV, TATEPHBIX 83AMOPbIWEA- 
»CTASIMHCKHX BHYKOB-33 4KOB” Y HEHLYH-SAKIIIOYEHHA/X B HT/ 
TYNATA 219, MAMOYEK, T.K.,334KU; 10 MHERHD HAYAVIBCTBA, OT- 
BITEKAIOT MATEPEH OT BAINOMHEHHS TPYOBLIX HOPI U BA4YAHAT 
TocnthhA CCCP 118 MBY.... 


Forced requisition of prisoners’ sickly children, ‘Stalin's grandchildren-inmates’, as they were often called, from 
their imprisoned mothers in the Gulag prison camp for ‘mummies’. The authorities believed that children 
distracted their mothers from meeting the labour quotas and prevented them from fulfilling the tasks of the 
Gosplan* of the USSR for the MVD. 


* Gosplan ~ the State Committee for Planning, was established in 1921 to direct economic recovery. Its main task was to draw up the 
Five Year Plans to enable the rapid industrialisation of the Soviet Union. 
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ST PAMM- IYTEBKA KICC B, CHACTIMBOE HETCTBO™ 


BCBA93H C MEPENO/IHEHHEM JJE TOKUX AOMOB YCUP B 1938 “OTT. 
JIETU.BPAOB HAPOJA",/IYCKAMIUCL B PACXO]" B FOPONAX: 
TOMCKE, MAPUMHCKE Mt CT MWAMAHOBCKON B L{H30 ,, BAMSATA,’ 
T.K. CYA TANTO’, C AOCTUHKEHUEM COBEPWEHHOMETHA, OHH 
BYIYT ONACHLIMH TA CYWMECTBYIOWEN CHCTEMbI BAACTH. 


Nine grammes*-a ticket to a ‘happy childhood’, courtesy of the Communist Party. 


Because the orphanages for the Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland were full, in 1938 and 1939 the 
children of the ‘enemies of the people’ were killed in Tomsk, Mariinsk and Shimanovskaya train station in the 
‘T2IZOt BAMLag? isolation cell. It was thought that upon coming of age, they would pose a serious threat to 
the existing authorities. 

* Nine grammes ~ the weight of a bullet. 

{12120 - Tzekh Ispolzovanniya Zavodskikh Otkhodow: Recycling and Waste Disposal Facility. 

4 BAMLag — the official abbreviation for the subdivision of the Gulag dealing with the construction of the Baikal-Amur Mainline railway 
during the period 1932 to 1948. 
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DA! WAKALI, PANOKSI, OXORAH-YKPRT 6 NORAHOL.. OBESYMEBWWHE OT [ONDA CNABOBONbHBIE 33K 
HAXOJHIM ,ATAHHE HA NOMOAKE... KOMMYHACTAM TAK H HE YNANOC ,PACYENOBEYHTS" B FYNALE 
CBAUEHHAKOB, BLIBWHX JIBOPAK, [APCKHX OPHUEPOB, YMHOBHAKOB, A TAK ME HCTHHHBIX BbICOKOKYb- 
TYPHbIX HHTESUTHTEHTOB, PABOYHX HM KPECTbAH C CHNbHOA BONER H TY60KO BEPYHOWNX B BOrA... 


Sign on the building reads: ‘Canteen’. 


‘Hey, jackals, slackers and goners!” Dinner is served.’ 
Weak-willed prisoners, mad from hunger, ate rubbish. But Communists in the Gulag never managed to 
dehumanise priests, the former nobility, czarist officers, officials and functionaries, the truly cultured 
intelligentsia and strong-willed, pious workers and peasants. 


* Those prisoners on the verge of death through starvation were referred to as dokhodyagi ~ ‘goners'. Emaciated, apathetic and 
‘exhausted, they would desperately search for and greedily consume any scrap of food. ‘The camp system that caused their acute hunger 
delt with them ruthlessly ~ as they grew weaker they were unable to meet the working norm, and their ration was reduced accordingly. 
“The word dokhodyaga [goner], is derived from the verb dokhodit which means to arrive or reach... At first I could not sce the 
connection, but it was explained to me: the dokkodyagi were ‘arrivists', those who had arrived at socialism, were the finished type of 
citizen in the socialist society.’ Vladimir Petrov, It Happens In Russia: Seven Years Forced Labour in the Siberian Goldfields, 1951. 
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BEPED, K KOMMYHIGMY! 


YTO.3HAYAT JNA YENOBEKA,KOTOPBIA PABOTAN HA MOPO3E BEC EHD, MMCKA NOXMEBKH H NAAKA XNEBA IODIPAMM? MbITARCE 
OGMAHYT6 M YONOKONT FONOAHbIA MENYTOK3IKM BAPHIH MARKY B CONEHOR BORE, M KAK PESYNBTAT-ONYXAHME, BAPKA 
HAHOFE MKAAABHIYE ATM... NO CNOBAM Y3HHKOB,BIYIATE BbIND XYME,YEM BNATEPRX A.SHTIEPA. 


Text on the banner reads: ‘Forward, to Communism!’; text on the bulletin board reads: 'Fire Safety Rules of 
the Prison Camp’. The graffiti reads (top to bottom): ‘Death to Coppers!"; ‘S.0.S.'; ‘Hello to Goners from the 
Next World’; ‘White Swan’; ‘Perm to Cons’. 


What is a bow! of soup and 300 grams of bread to a man who has worked in frigid temperatures all day? 1 
nd calm their empty stomachs, prisoners boiled their rationed bread in salted water. The result? Swelling, a 
{ag on the foot and then the prison graveyard... According to its prisoners, the Gulag was worse than Hitler's 


concentration camps.” 


* In one cell the cons had... got hold of a razor blade somewhere and for several days had collected up paper. When everything was 
ready they each cut a piece of flesh from their bodies ~ some from the stomach, others from the leg. Everybody's blood was collected 
{nto one bowl, the flesh was thrown in, a small fire was made from the paper and some books and then they started to half-fry, half- 
stew their feast. When the wardens noticed that something was wrong and burst into the cell the stew was still not cooked and the cons, 
{alling over themselves and burning their fingers, grabbed the pieces from the bowl and stuffed them into their mouths.’ Anatoly Marchenko, 
My Testimony, 1969. 
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KEHbI CECTPbIM JOYEPU,BPAIOB HAPOYA’ BTN 
[YMLA HRB], CONDBEYROM BNL TH HA MEROCMOTPE.. 


EMR Th 


MEHUMHbI-bOIb WAS CHA! \\ cna Aro 
E ACTANMH. < 1E PABOTAET, 
<a OTHE ECT. 
BUMEHHA 


a 


SMORTOP 3TH 394RM NMRH HE BOUNAMHAIOT | OCARUTE HX Ha HYNEBRY!..(B MEMPABUTENBHO-TPYROBLIX MATEPRX HTM) 
EHNA» BPATOB HAPOALR HEMOMD30BATH HA CAIMBIX THHENBIX PREOTAX-SEMIAHBIKM MECOMOBINE. B PESYMOTATE, 
OT PHEHYECKOIO MEPEHAMCRINEHUER M HEROEJAHMR, Y HOCK MEHUMH MEONEROJHMD BOIMRARHHE MATKH. 
DONBHEIX Hl CRABLIXMEHUJMH YMEPUIBIAIM, HYREBOR ANETOM, TE. OMOROM..) 


Wives, sisters, and daughters of the ‘enemies of the people’ undergoing a medical examination in the 
Corrective Labour Camp of the Gulag system, the ‘Solovki Author " 
Sign on the left reads: ‘Women are a great power! J. Stalin’; sign on the right reads: ‘He who does not work, 


neither shall he eat.*V. I. Lenin’. 


‘Doctor, these cons didn’t meet their labour quota. Prescribe them the VLCD!" 
In corrective labour camps, female ‘enemies of the people’ were given the hardest jobs ~ digging the earth and 
Jumbering. Many suffered from prolapse of the uterus from overstrain and starvation. Ailing and weak women 
Were starved to death, which was referred to as ‘going on the VLCD’ (Very Low Calorie Diet). 


+... purge victims faced a lethal combination of chronic hunger, overwork and neglect. About half their calorie intake consisted of bread 
(on average, about a pound a day); the rest came from trash soup (balanda) cooked from calculated amounts of potatoes, groats, sugar 
und fats; sometimes they would also get a few spoonfuls of lean porridge. The portions of cooked foods were usually shrunk by theft; 
{he bread rations were cut and the porridge denied if the prisoner did not meet the production quotas. Few could possibly meet the 
| quotas since these were too high even for skilled, able-bodied labourers: as the prisoners got less food, they had even less strength to 
Work and thus entered a “vicious spiral” (Ekart 1954).’ Leona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000. 
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The Power of the Criminals 


d as, ZZ Ld 4 
~TbI, KOHTPA,3ATKHM XNEBAN HAKICENOYBAM NANIBTYXAH, NONYCAN- 
OK; PYMBIHKH, WAPPHUKY H KOXPTYIOTKAYANA CBOU PABA B YHH- 
CTEPTE CBOMM CTYEHTAM HA KAPH IPE... OFPAB/IEHNE Yl O/IOBHH- 
KAM 33K08;BPATOB HAPOLA BI YIATE, OTBUPAHHE NAEK UOCbIN- 
OK BbiN0 OBbIYHbIM 


‘Shut your mouth, counter-revolutionary! Take off your coat, boots, scarf and jacket. Rights-rubbish! You tell 
that to your students in your university.” 
Robbing ‘enemies of the people’ of their clothes, rations and parcels by criminals in the Gulag was commonplace. 
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HU3M B IYMATE AOCTHIAM BCEX BEPWHH. BOPOBKU B 3AKOHE 7MA- 
XAHULWH'Y AX NOQPYYHBIE KY IKH Bb XO3AUKAMH B KEHCKUX JA- 
TEPAX VW HAXOQUIUCD B NPUBU/TETHPOBAHHOM IO/OMEHUMN... 


Words on the bucket read: ‘Barrack No.6. Brigade No.12'. 


‘Girls! Beat up this yid counter-revolutionary, so she keeps her tail down!” 
The Gulag witnessed the most extreme forms of beating, sadism, murder and savage racial antagonism. 
Makhanshas (female ‘legitimate’ thieves), and zhuchkas (their accomplices), were the highest, most privileged 


caste in women’s prison camps. 


e & Z ch 


HANAJEHME Yl ONOBHHKOB HA 33KOB HHOCTPAHYEB - 

KOMMYHHCTOB, MIPHBbIBUUX B CCCP NOMOYb B CTPOY- 

i yA i TBE COLMAIN3MA H3ATEM NONABWHX B HTJ] 
Aun 


Criminals assaulting foreign Communist prisoners who had come to the USSR to help build socialism, and 
were then imprisoned in Gulag camps. 
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HO YRAB3KE PABOTHAROB HKBJ Wn MTA TYMATA Yf QNOBHURA 
_ COBEPUALTI ARTbI MSKENOMELTBA HAY], BPATAMH HAPOJA.. 


-/0BOP9T, HABONE JUPERTOPOM, BOMbWHM EY POM BE/M,IIOTOM COYYMMED 
HCTAN BPAL ON HAPOYA PMbITEER 3A 970 NEQUKOM-MAUKON CHENAENM!... 
(J9 COBEPEHUA HALHIDCTBEHHOIO MYMENOMELTBA HAL, BPALON1 HAPO- 
TA" WONIBHURM<YPRM HANARALI HA HEPTBY B MMMOM SOME HOYD10 [PY 
NOH, PU CONPOTUBEHHM HABPACLIBAIIM IIETIO-YJABRKY, BASAIU PYKH...) 


By orders from the NKVD or Gulag prison authorities, criminals performed acts of sodomy on the ‘enemies 
of the people’. 


“They say you were some executive, some big shot out there, and then you became an enemy of the people? Well, 
how you're gonna be our bitch, you queer!” 

(To forcibly sodomise an ‘enemy of the people’, urkas — criminal prisoners — attacked their victim in the 
barracks at night. If the victim tried to put up a fight, they put a stranglehold on him, tied up his hands, etc.) 
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YTONNEHME YFONOBHUKAMH ,BPALA HAPONA'NO HETAAC- 
HOMY YKASAHHIO HAYANBCTBAHTATYMATA JR YCTPA- 
WEHMA APYTHX 33KOB B BOYKE £ HEYUCTOTAMM, KYA 
CAMBAETCS COJEPKAMOE MAPAU B3HMHEE BPEMS... 


Criminals drowning an ‘enemy of the people’ in a barrel of sewage waste (into which the toilets were emptied 


in the winter), by an unofficial order of the Gulag authorities. This was done to intimidate and plant fear into 
other prisoners. 


132 


ui Be zs e Star ee 
»SANEYATATb B BETOH = CBPOC H YTOMMEHHE 33KA-PABOTAIU 
BOPAMH B )KUJIKOM,HE 3ACTbIBUEM BETOHE lIPH CTPOHTESIb- 
CTBE [UJPO3IEKTPOCTAHYMM... CKOMIbKO TAKHX KEPTB B 


BETOHE [3C, HE U3BECTHO... 


‘Sealing in concrete.’ A worker prisoner is drowned in liquid concrete by criminal inmates during the 
gonstruction of a hydroelectric power plant. There is no way of knowing how many victims the concrete 
structures of power plants hold. 
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/SAAENATS TYPKA=NOCADKA ,BPATA HAPOMA’ 3h CONPOTHB- 
AIEHME H3JEBATEMIBCTBY HA KOM NO PEWEHUH) ,, BOPOB B 
SAKOHE" H MOMYANUBOLO ONOKPEHUA HAYANSCTBA HIN... 


‘To pull a Turk’,* impaling the ‘enemy of the people’ on a spike for resisting torture. The sentenc 


out by order of ‘legitimate thieves’ and with the silent approval of the authorities of the prison camp. 
* Or: zadelat turetsky shashlyk — to make a Turkish kebab. 


134 


Bb/HOC 33KA, NPOUTPABWET 0 CBOHD KH3Hb B KAPTbLHAMOPO3... 
-OKPOMMETO CBATOM BOJUYEM, YTOBLI TY YWE MAMOCL HATOM 
CBETE, A. EL NPHCbIMTO CHEMKKOM, YTObb! BEPTYXAM CKOPO 


HE HAKHAYAIIN... 


A prisoner, who has lost at cards,* is taken outside into the cold. 
Sprinkle some holy water on him, so he lives a better life in the next world. I'll cover him with snow so the guards 


don't spot him.” 


‘ously by criminals who viewed them as a way of demonstrating their cunning and bravado 


* Games of cards were taken extremely 


st’ item refused to hand it over. Other punishments for failure to 


owner of 
aming’ tattoos depicted erotic scenes, in reality their purpose was far from erotic 


ble tattooing (generally 
us within the criminal hierarchy), poe tata twig’ (a finger or toe), a ‘dumpling’ (ear), or the cutting 


to ‘low 


uvofa headlamp’ (eye), and ultimately death (see pages 211-2 
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WSATKHYT XAWIO— HAKABAHHE ,,BPATA HAPOLA’ 3A TO, 
470 YACTO,TPYBUN HAYAMBCTBY JIATEPA H BTOPOM TEHE- 
BOW BNACTY HTN-TATEPHBIM ITAXAHKAM(,BOPAM B 3AKOHE “) 


“To plug the throat’, a punishment of an ‘enemy of the people’ for ‘disrespect’ toward the prison authorities 
and the second shadow power in the camp — the pakhans* (‘thieves in law’: legitimate, authoritative thieves). 


* These legitimate criminals distinguished themselves with their copious tattoos, displaying their history and status. In this drawing 
the criminal holding the hammer has the word MIR tattooed on his hand; an acronym that spells the Russian word for ‘peace’, but which 

for ‘Shooting will reform me’. Baldaev exhaustively documented this secret code during his lifetime as a prison guard (see: Danzig 
Baldaev, Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume I, II, IIl, 2003-2008). 
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We A(\ ) 


»MHIUACKMA KPAHT=KA3Hb JIYYKOBOA MMJIOH [10 PEWE- 
HHO BOPOBCKOA GxONKY HIN TYMATA ,CCYYHBUET OCH 
YL OJOBHUKA ( OTCTYNAMKA, BOPOBLCKOL0 3AKOHA'Y,IPA- 
BHITIHA JPOBSHBIX KO3IAX XO3AACTBEHHOIO ABOPAH... 


“The Indian Krant’,* the execution of a criminal who became a traitor, a suka,t to the ‘thieves’ law’ by means 
s yards. The criminal was ‘sentenced’t by a council of criminal 


e in the utilit 


of a hacksaw on the sawhors 
‘authorities’ in the Gulag. 


* From kranty — finished, done in. 
t suka ‘bitch’, a criminal who had sided with the authorities to escape the rigours of the camp (see page 82). 

ka got up from his bunk. He was a young lad, bony, with hollow cheeks and watery blue eyes. Like all of us, his head was shaven. 
At twenty-three he had been jailed several times, and now, as a habitual criminal he had been sent to work in the mines of Kolyma. In 
the Arctic camy shka, like all of those of ind, to work and managed to live from what he stole from the kitchen or from. 
the poor meals of his fellow inmates. He didi had to share the “fats” and the sugar with the senior thieves. Now he 
faced judgment for the worst offence in the criminal wor! liing” his brother thieves to the camp administration. For such a crime 
of betrayal there was only one punishment — death.’ Michael Solomon, Magadan, 1971. 
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JEBEL TY/ATA MIOPbKMA YTBEPKQAN, 470 HANOCTb YHAKAET YENOBEKA. 
KOMMYHHCTBI H YT O/IOBHMKH, KAK BbI NONTBEPKAAR 3TOT TE3HG, 3BEP- 
CKH H METOMMYHO SHAYTOMKAIH JUOEH B 3ACTEHKAX BYK-I9-HKBA 

ATYAATE. OJHKM M3 PASBNEYEHMA YTONOBHAKOB BI YALE BbINO H3qE- 
BATEMbCTBO HAJ] 33KAMH C NPHMEHEKHEM PACKANEHHOlO HA OF HESOMA... 


‘The bard of the Gulag,” Maxim Gorky, argued that pity humiliated man. Communists and criminals, as though 
trying to prove this idea, methodically and brutally exterminated people in the VChK-GPU-NKVD and the Gulag. 
‘Torture using a red hot crowbar was one of the favourite pastimes of criminal prisoners in the Gulag. 


|. Despite the authorities attempts 
ve report, which described the 
34 he edited The White Sea-Baltic 
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Pac POW YEPENYIUKH, /BPAIY HAPONA” 3A Tl 2, 9TO HE JABAM 
‘COPMMACHA YIONOBHUKAM CIACBIBATS HA HUX CBO AHEB- 


HbIE IIPOLMEHTb! BbIPABOTKH. 


‘Splitting open the skull of an enemy of the people’, in revenge for his refusal to let the criminals appropriate 
his daily work quota.” 
+ Authoritative convicts made their minions write off their work quotas in their favour, or ‘appropriated’ them. This was a commonplace 


form of ‘forced bribery’. 
199 


ACHONHEHHE, PMI OBOPA NO PEWEHMIO BOPOBLKO- 
[0 CYQA'B HCNPABUTENbHO-TPYTOBOM NATEPE.... 


4 


BYCNOBMAX CTANMUHCRUX MATEPERTYMMA 


Carrying out a death sentence ‘by order of the court of thieves’ in a prison camp. 
Writing on the wall: ‘We Will Smash Capitalism!’. 


In Stalin's Gulag system ‘privileged’ criminals murdered other inmates with the collusion of the administration.” 
They electrocuted, stabbed, hanged and decapitated them, inserted red-hot crowbars into the anus, etc. Many 
criminals had ten or more ‘sheep’, i.e. murdered prisoners, including ‘enemies of the people’, on their 
conscience. 


* ‘Such killings were particularly common in the Gulag following the repeal of capital punishment for murder by a decree of 26th 
May 1947. This was a deliberate move to cut back the numbers of convicts. I saw and spoke with these killers in corrective labour 
camps in Tuluna, Angara and Irkutsk... They would kill the first convict they came across in order to get into prison, they had no 
desire to leave the camps —since there was no one waiting for them outside and they had grown used to imprisonment.’ Danzig Baldaev, 
Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume I, 2006. 
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IIPHB 0 IIPHIOBOPA BOPAMA. 


Graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Kill Bitches!"; ‘Osipov is a cannibal and an old cock’; ‘Death to contras'; ‘Gunners’; 
‘Brigade No.5’; ‘Death to coppers’; ‘Kum's a moron and an arsehole’; ‘Don't turn your head around when you 
sit down to take a shit’; ‘Death to Yids and prison guards’; ‘Death to slant-eyed riffraff'; ‘The supervisor 
of brigade No.12 is a moron and a thief’; ‘Prosecutor Ivlev is an arsehole’. 


‘Thieves carrying out a death sentence.” 
“Phat’ll teach them riffraff, Russian-haters, to give parcels with Estonian ham and honey to legitimate thieves.’ 


* ‘In one incident in 1951, a thieves’ court sentenced a thief called Yurilkin to death. Camp authorities heard of the sentence, and transferred 
Yurilkin, first to another camp, then to a transit prison, then toa third camp in a completely different part of the country. Nevertheless, 
(Wo thieves-in-law finally tracked him down there and murdered him — four years later. They were subsequently tried and executed for 
murder, but even such punishments were not necessarily a deterrent. In 1956, the Soviet prosecutor's office circulated a frustrated note 
‘complaining that “this criminal formation exists in all Corrective-Labour Camps, and often the decision of the group to murder one or 
nother prisoner who is in a different camp is executed in that camp unquestioningly.”" Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003. 
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DHEHIHH H JEBSYWEK, , BPATOB HAPOA, BTAIRUBANA 
8 KAMEPBI YT OOBHHKOB HA OfHY HOY H BQMEE... 


XG 
he SS 


MEHUMHH AEBYWER,, BPRIOB HAPOMA, HYHHOIE CEQOBATEMIO 


Female ‘enemies of the people’ were shoved into cells with criminals and locked there overnight or longer... 


‘To make the women and girls who were ‘enemies of the people’ sign statements conjured up by an NKVD 
interrogator, in addition to undergoing third degree interrogation (torture) they were put in prison cells with 
criminals. There they were brutally gang-raped.” After this, the victims often committed suicide (hanged 
themselves, sliced their veins, swallowed dirt, etc.). 


# Criminals treated women with contempt and ‘rape in chorus’ (group rape) was a common pastime. They considered prostitution a 
woman's legitimate work, often living from the profits ~ assuming all women would relish a life spent serving a professional criminal. 
Women were regarded as an exchangeable property; no emotional attachments were permitted toward them. A female thief would be 
‘expected to obey both the thieves” law and the ‘property’ law. A criminal’s mother was the only woman who received their apparent respect, 
nd whose honour was scrupulously defended. But this melodramatic adulation was a hollow affectation, an expression of prison 
sentimentality that helped paint the criminal as a romantic figure in Russian folklore. 
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Subjugation and Punishment 


SAKIOYEHHBIX , BPATOB > MAPA A. MANERUME,BOSPA- 
KEAN B HIN CAMAIU B XONOLHAIM KAPUYER TE CTEHb/ 
BbLTM CbIPbIMH UJI IPOMEP3WHMN... 


Graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Vorkuga-Inta’; ‘Perm’; ‘Karalag’; etc. (various geographic names where camps were 
located). 


For the slightest ‘objections’, the ‘enemies of the people’ were put in a cold isolation cell. The walls of the cell 
were either damp or completely frozen.” 


* The following description of an isolation cell relates to the experience of a poet. The conditions were documented in 1983, when she 
was serving a seven year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda. “Phe worst feature of the SHIZO [isolation cell] is the intense 
cell has a wooden floor with gaps between its boards, and underneath, a layer of solid cement, said to be about 40-50 centim 
thick. The window has bars but often no glass. In SHIZO prisoners receive food rations only on alternate days. On t 
are given just bread and a hot drink three times. Light bedding is handed out to them at night and taken away a 
there is nothing they can use to keep warm.’ Irina Ratushinskaya, No, I'm Not Afraid, 1986. 


“empty” day, they. 
in the morning, so, 


148 


BO3HECEHAS BACTABNAMM ,BOSHOCHTBLA“CHIETS YACAMUUCYTKAMH HA 
MEPIOYKAX (WECTbI-HACECTB).ATOMAMAN OT YCTANOCTH MIM CHA,NOJBEPTANCA 
BECESIB10, 7. E. 3BEPCKOMY M36HEHHIO Hl ONEBAHMIO NETIIA HAWE?D. TAKME 
HAKA3AHMG BIT HB, KOMAHJUPOBKAX™ APYIUX OTJENEHMIX CMOH INY-HKBY 


Banner on the wall reads: ‘Death to the Counter-revolution!’ 


In the isolation cell of the Solovki Special Prison Camp, in the Church of the Resurrection,” prisoners who 
ed internal regulations were forcibly ‘resurrected’, i.e. they were forced to perch on beams for hours or 


Those who fell off were ‘tickled’, that is they wer¢ 


beaten and a noose was put on their necks, 
Such punishments were also used in other camps of the Solovki prison. 


* The prison was a converted 15th century monastery, its Church of the Resurrection was used by the authorities as an isolation cell 
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ONEBRHHEM HAPYYHHKOB ~, KOPOMBICTION Hi 
= TA 


39K ,KOPOMBICIO HABLIBOPOT" BLIQEPHUBAET HE BQNEE 
15-20 MMHYT, C MOABECKOM HA KPIOK MII BEPEBKE HE BOMEE 5- 
7MUHYT MW NOBTOPHBIX HANAAEHUM HA HAMZOPLOCTAB HE COBEPIUA 
ET HA B THOPLME, HB MIM... 


Punishing a convict for assaulting a guard by handcuffing him ‘yoke backwards’. 
Various graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Zhorka is a stoolie’; ‘Death to coppers’; ‘Vaga was here’; etc. 


A prisoner ‘yoked backwards’ could only bear it for fifteen to twenty minutes. If additionally hung by a rope or 
a hook, no more than five to seven minutes. Following such punishment, he would never repeat the assault in 


prison or in the camp. 
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CYESIB1O YHUKEHUA MHTEMIUTEHTR,y BPATA HAPOLA, “CA 
MAUI HALEN H JABAMIM TA3ETY,/PABIA, A TAKE 3ACTAB- 
JIN ONPABIATACS BMOCYTY M3 KOTOPOH OH E/T BA/IAHLY... 


Sign on the wall reads: ‘Under the wise guidance of the Party, the Soviet people will reach Communism -the 
pinnacle of human happiness!’. The prisoner sits on the newspaper: Pravda. 


‘Ty demoralise and humiliate an intellectual ‘enemy of the people’, he was chained and given a copy of the Pravda 
newspaper. He was also forced to defecate in the same bowl he used to eat his balanda (prison soup of 
minimal nutritional value). 
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QAHH H3 BUAOB HARA3AHHA 33KOB 34 OCITYLAHHKE- 
1 (ONOCOBAT HA CONHYE” HIM 
7 CIWHTS JAIIKHS. 


SSS = - E ————— 


~ Havanbuue, roca! Xeueron Goran npouy! PUR YCTAM... 
-OnycTUuT PYKM, MIONOCHH OYEPE $10! COMWEM 3A NOMBITRY BEMATb.. 
(, [OMQCOBATL'GTABUIU HHOT YA, RPECTOM, TE PYKU B CTOPOHY HA 


YPOBHE NMNE4, UII HA OGHOM HOLE, GYANNEM-110 NPUXOTU KOHBOR...) 


Another type of punishment for disobedience was called ‘Voting in the Sun’ or ‘Drying the Paws’. 


“Forgive me, chief! For Christ's sake! My arms are tired.’ 

‘Ifhe puts them down, fire a few rounds at him. We'll write it off as an escape attempt.’ 

(Occasionally, prisoners were forced to ‘Cross Vote’, spreading out their arms and holding them at shoulder 
level, or stand on one leg in “The Crane’, depending on the inclination of the guards.) 
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Sones! Be TaTb! Monch! BCTATbSAOKHCBL........ 
SIBAL BCEX HAYYY JIOBATD NOPAAORHM COBETCRYO BACT 


‘Down! Up! Down! Up! Downl... I'll teach you all to love law and order, and Soviet power! 


‘One of the more common forms of torture for ‘enemies of the people’ in the corrective (extermination) labour 
camps of the Gulag system — ‘dropping down for misdemeanours’. People were forced to lie down on the snow, 
dirt, puddles, etc., depending on the whim of the administration and guards. Those who disobeyed were shot 
on the spot. 
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BUA HOTSI3AHHS -,, HA MIEPEKAYKY.. 


— = as = = care neces 


SAKMOYEHHOlO BLIBOZMITMU 3R OXPRHRENMYIO 30HY H SRCTABNIMH 
NOY CTPAXOM CMEPTU YEPNATE BEJPOM BOTY M3 OHO MPOPYEUTYH- 
KU) M BLINMBATL B JPYTUO MPOPYB, PACIIONOMEHHYNO B 15-20 MET 
PAX OT NEPBOP. MPU, ABOMHOM NEPERAYKE" YEPIIAUI BEXPONM BOMY 
13 NPOPYBH H CPH3Y BLIMUBAMM B ITY KE MIPOPYEb, SAYEPIHYB : 
TOBTOPHO, HECIIU BOYY B BEAPE H BLINUBAIM B APYTY10 IOP YE). 


‘Pumping’ - another form of torture. 


The convict was taken outside the guarded zone and forced ~ under punishment of death - to draw water with 
a bucket from one hole in the ice and pour it out into another hole, fifteen to twenty metres away from the first. 
“Double pumping’ involved drawing water out of the first hole and pouring it immediately back into the same 
hole; then drawing water out again, and pouring it out into another hole. 
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SBEPCKOE NIPABHIIO~,DE3 IMOCIEQHELO!” 
(BA1SCEKYHY MIEPEJ],,GORPAIYEHHEM:..) 


aa Cine a > 


-/OWANY, HAYANbHURE TOMA OCTANE TPOE JETEH, MEHA, BOMbHAA MAT b. 

-HE MOL Y-NPHRA3 HAYAMDCTBA!BENEHO_ BPALOB HAPOYA HE YAMHTO! E 
(HEROTOPbIE HAYAIIbHUKH TALEPER [YMA HAKONBIME, 507-505 U IPH MX CTPOAKAX C 
HENb10, CORPAWEHHA YUCIA 39KOBU NORHATHA TPYOBOM MUCYMMMMHbI BBE 
SBEPLKOE MPABHIIO -, BE3 MOCIE JHE! 0, TE. PACCTPENMBANCH KAM AOI 89K, 
KOTOPbIM CTAHOBHICR MOCNEQHMM B LTPOH PABDYAX BPHIAL NO KOMAMME , He PABOTY 
CTAHOBHEL!" TARHH OBPAZOM KAM AbIR MEH YHAYTOKATALD ,NOENEQHHE 0) 


The bestial rule of ‘minus the last one’. Fifteen seconds before ‘reduction’. 


‘Please chief! Spare me! I have three kids, a wife and a sick mother at home." 
‘Lcan't. I have orders not to spare the lives of enemies of the people.” 

Some wardens of the Gulag camps in Kolyma, construction sites Nos. 501-505, and some others, in order to 
‘reduce the number of prisoners’ and to improve work discipline, introduced a bestial rule they called ‘minus 
the last one’. The prisoners who were last to line up after the ‘Line up for work!’ command were shot. Every 
day the ‘last’ prisoner was killed. 


SPEBHSY, NG NECTHUYE B 365 C7: GIEHEK MECTHUYY HASbIBALIM: 
1 OQOBOU, , MONOTHIKOM,, NECTHUYEM CMEPTH, , HOPOLOH B 
PAU.” MEPTBAMM CTAHOBHIMC OBbIYHO 3AKITIOYEHHBIE 
3, KNACCOBLIX BPATOB. B KOHYE CIYCKA MX TENA MIPEBPA- 
YANUC B KPOBABOE MECHBO... 


In the Solovki Special Prison Camp (SLON), prisoners were tied to a heavy log and thrown down the 365 stairs 
of the Sekirnaya Mound. The stairs had different nicknames, such as: “The Year-Long Stairs’, “The Thresher’, 
‘The Stairs of Death’ and ‘The Road to Heaven’. The victims of the stairs were usually ‘class enemy’ convicts. 
By the time the victims reached the bottom, their bodies had turned into a bloody, unrecognisable pulp. 
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HAKA3AHHE 33KA 3A HEMOBHHOBEHME 1 HANAXE- 
HME HA PABOTHHKA AZ MHHULTPAYHH NAT EPS... 


ByaremqeHnax [YMA 3AKMOYEHHBIE OJBEPLANUCS HECTOYAH- 
WM HARA3AHHUAM 3A HANAEHHE HA PABOTHUKOB HTM, CONPOTUBNEH- 
HE PEXUMY COREPKAKHS, OTKAS OT PABOTOIBINOTS AO PACCTPENA 
UNH YMEPYBNEHHS rono gon B UM30(UTPRPHOM MUBONATOPE).». 


Punishment of a convict for disobedience or an assault on the prison authorities. 


In the Gulag penal institutions, prisoners were punished severely for assaults on prison authorities or other 
employees, disobedience, or refusal to work. Punishments varied, but ranged all the way up to execution or forced 
starvation to death in the SHIZO (isolation cells). 
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PACCTPEN PABOTHUKAMH HIN [YMTA, BPATOB 
HAPOA, H30B/TU YEHHBIX B PALUMLTCHOM BAU OBOPE.. 


Racer ces 2 NS y in 


p3) Ze 


8194-451 1. PYROBONUTENU MINT YMATA, 5ORCL NONACTS HA PPOHT, CMAMHB UKE 
CCCP PAMbCUPHYMPOBAHHDIE JOHECEHHA 0, PRLKPLITHH HTAKBHAAYM 3h10- 
S0P0B BPAIOB HAPOYA, KOTOPLIE NbITRMMLD : 1PA30PYKHTb H YBHTD OXPAHY 
MU AAIMHUE TPAUMIO UTNE SAXBATHTb TPEHENOPT H MPOPBRTOLS HA COLAMHE- 
HME C PAUWHCTAINU.S, B3P6IBAT ZABOIbI HM PABPHKM, CHABMALOIME PPOHT. 4. 
ME Yb MPOJOBONSLTBEHHBIE CRMAIIBI.5.YHMYTOMAT M.D RYTH, MOLTO MO KOTO- 
Poll CHABMKALOTCH BOACKA PPOHTOB.6.BECTH BOM B TOMY LULPTYITH SA PYBEH.. 


Execution by firing squad of the ‘enemies of the people’ exposed as ‘fascist plotters’ by Gulag guards. 


Between 1941 and 1945 [when the USSR was fighting the Second World War], the authorities of the Gulag prison 
camp, afraid of being sent to the front line, sent falsified reports to the NKVD. They claimed to have ‘exposed 
and stopped conspiracies undertaken by enemies of the people’ who had attempted the following actions: 1. 
‘To disarm and kill the guards and the prison administration. 2. To capture transportation and break through 
to join the fascist forces. 3. To blow up plants and factories that produced supplies for the Soviet Army. 4. To 
burn down food supply warehouses. 5. To destroy railroads and bridges, used to deliver supplies to the soldiers 
at the front line. 6. To engage in warfare on the home front of the USSR. 7. To escape abroad, ete. 
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_  YFONOBHAK-BPHIAZMP, BOCNUTBIBAET “HHTEMMIEHTOB... 


Ma & ra 
-9 BAC, MIPOPECCOPOB, AKAJEMMKOB H BCAKMX HHTEMIN- 


TEHTHRKOB;/PUAYPKOB HAYYY BKA/IBIBATb B 30HE!BYE- 
TE JE/IATb [10 TPH HOPMBI!... BCEX TAQOB 3AMO4Y!... 


A foreman convict ‘teaches’ the intellectuals. 


‘Tll teach you professors, academics and other eggheads how to sweat your guts out in prison! You're gonna 
be doing three quotas a day! I’ll kill all you bastards!" 


sentenced under Article 58 (sce page 81). Officially they were forbidden to occupy 
put to some use; instead they were made to do physical work. They had to rapidly adapt 


+ Most intellectuals were ‘political’ pri 
‘trustee’ positions where their abilities 
to survive or the camp system would quickly crush them. 
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PACIPOCTPAHEHHbIM hay HAKASAHHA B I YMATE 
54] HAPSWEHHE PEMMMA-,HAMOLURY (ROMAPA, SHYLA). 
Fs i bai = i ie 


Ae 


HAYANBETBO M OXPAHA NATEPEM 3AHEBbINONHEHME HOPMbI BbIPHBOTKM 
4 OCTYMURHUE 33K0B ,BPATOB HAPOJA” MPH AKTHBHOM YYACTHH BEP- 
HbIX CBOKX MOMOWMHUKOB Y/ ONOBHUKOB-YPOK PA3AEBAMM MEPTBbI 
AOTONA H NPUBA3LIBRIM K REPEBLAM. SAHECKOMKO YACOB MOMM TE- 
PAI MHOLO KPOBM, TEMA UX PACITYXANM MU YALTO HALTYMANA CMEPTD..- 


Awidespread punishment in the Gulag for breaching internal prison regulations was called ‘Gnat Bait’ (also 
‘Mosquito Bait’, ‘Midge Bait’). 


For failure to meet labour quotas and for disobedience, the prison authorities and guards, with the help from 
their loyal assistants — the urkas, stripped the ‘enemies of the people’ naked and tied them to trees. In a matter 
of hours the victims lost a great deal of blood. Their bodies swelled up, and the outcome was often death. 
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HEKOTOPBIE H3YBEPbI | YHA BSOXbI RYILTA PAYA 
NOTEXH, KEHIHH 13 ROHTHH! EHTA, BPATOB HAPOLA” 
SAIPOBHHHOCTA CAKASIN HA MYPABERHHKH... 
yay : Tat |= 


a 


MOROQMbIX HEHLHH OTKASABWHXCA BbITb JOBOBHALYAN TRDRYERT YT A, 
CAUKATIA HA MYPABEHHHAKH, IPHBA36IBATH K QEPEBLAM,HA KOMAPI H 
MYPABLH."HHOIAA BO BIALANAYE BCTABNITH PACTATENLHY1O TPYBRY- 
AYARY HIM BEPECTY CBEPHYTYO TPYEROR BNA BXOIR MYPRELAM, HA HO- 
TH MPYBABLIBAIIN PALNSIRYAACTO NANA YA NOMOLAMH 33 YKH- BOPOBKM... 


During the cult of personality, some sadistic guards, for their own entertainment, put women ‘enemies of 
the people’ on ant hills for ‘infractions’. 


Young women who refused to be the concubines of the Gulag executioners were put on ant hills and tied toa 
tree. Sometimes, a tube made out of birch bark or another kind of hollow tube, w: ‘ed into the vagina so 
the ants could crawl inside. The legs were fixed with a pole. Female criminals often assisted the guards. 
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Escapees and Deniers 


IIOQAB/EHME JATEPHOrO BYHTA 3AK/HOYEHHb) 


C mPMB030M BHT TYNATA BbIBWHX PPOHTOBHKOB 24M 
43 3ANAQHOM EBPONbI,YYACTUIIUCE NALEPHBIE BYHTBI Hi 
YHA. BYHTbI 33KOB NOJABNAHCD KECTOYAAWHMH MEPAM) 
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TPEHHHMY BOACKAMH MBI H TAHKAMN.1947.... 


PCKOLO OTHOWEHHA K 39KAM COCTOPOHS AAMHHHCTPA- 


The suppression of a revolt in the camp using internal troops of the MVD and tanks.* 1947. 


After the Second World War, many soldiers, POWs and citizens of the USSR were deported from Europe and 
1 number of prison revolts due to the inhumane practises of the administration 


sent to the Gulag camps. 
toward prisoners increased. The revolts were suppressed with brute force. 


* “The sociology of the political prisoners had also undergone changes: the place of a large percentage of the meek victims of the 
Terror was taken by yesterday's tough soldiers and by people from the recently annexed territories. The loyal supporters of the 

till remaining behind barbed wire were now outnumbered by active non-conformers... Strikes broke out in many camps, often leading 
ions; they were brutally suppressed, sometimes with the use of tanks, though “diplomacy” was resorted to in moderate cases 


tor 
(Filshtinsky 1994).’ Leona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000. 
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/MKASAUME BETAEYOB NOCNE POBBICKA, SANEPMAHINR IPH OKASANHM MANERMETO CONPOTHBNEHIA EBA HE PASOAPANNIE POSBICKHOR 
COBAKOM GETNELIbI OBHBANHCS OXPAHOR-TOBSI HE BOSMTBCR C TPYMAMH H HE ROCTABNRTS YBATBIX B.NATEPb, KMCTH PYK J HAX 
OTPESAMMCS JNA NAKTMNOCKONMPOBAHHA HENMCAHHA YSMTOIXBHTATYNATA...YTHHKH' HHOLA OTPESAMM SUH) 


Punishment of escapees after they were found and caught. If they showed the least bit of resistance, escapees, 
nearly torn to shreds by dogs, were finished off by the guards. So they didn’t have to bring the bodies back to 
mp, the guards cut off the dead escapees’ hands for fingerprinting and for writing them off at the 


the prison ca 


Gulag’. (Some ‘jokers’ often cut off the escapees’ ears.) 


* Varlam Shalamov describes how a Corporal Postnikov ambushed and killed an escaped convict, six miles from the n 
cd chopped off both hands at the wrist so that bookkeepi 
and set off home to write up the lat 
forearms pressed to his chest somehow reached the tent in which the convict-laboure 
yy and peered in with unusually blue, crazed eyes. Bent double and leanii 


*Postnikov took an axe g could take fingerprints. He put the hand 


report on a successful hunt... That night the dead man got up and with the bloody stu 
lived. His pale face drained of blood, he stood 
against the doorframe, he glared from under 


lowered brows and groaned. He was shaking terri 
some hot soup, and his terrible wrists were wrapped in rags. Fellow prisoners started to take him to the fir: 
Postnikov himself, along with some soldiers, came running from the hut that served as the outpost. The soldiers took the 
= but not to the hospital or the first-aid station. I never heard anything more of the prisoner with the chopped-off hands. 
Kolyma Tales, 1980. 


lack blood spotted his quilted jacket, his pants, and his rubber boots, He w 


aid station but Corporal 
an off somewhere 
Varlam Shalamoy, 
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-HAYANDHAK, BE][b 3ACTPENHUS? STOKE 3A PIAIKKAMM 30HBI. 
KAK TONbKO 33KM BbIXOMHIH 3A OXPAHREMY10 SOHY, PASABANACL KOMAHIA , BPHIANA, NOMKHCD!," 
H CNHHb1,BETAEYOB N10 YCTABY MBY] NPOWMBANA ABTOMATHAA OYEPE]|b... IPEMHA - 40 PYBNEW 


‘Hey you, black-arse, and you, yid! Go and chop down those bushes over there!” 


‘But, chief, you're going to shoot us! It’s outside the flagged zone." 


‘As soon as the prisoners strolled beyond guarded territory, the guards commanded, ‘Brigade, get dow: 
a burst of machine-gun fire hit the backs of the ‘escapees 
‘The bonus was forty rubles. 


nd 
in accordance with the regulations of the MVD.” 


* ‘I was working with Rybakov, who was gathering berries in a tin can during the rest periods, and whenever Seroshapka [the guard] 
ge to fill the can, the guards’ cook would give him some bread. Rybakov’s unde 


ng began 
ithout 


we had approached the border of the forbidden ‘zone’, 

ead, however, were hummocks of sweet-brier, cowberr; 
Slowly he crept toward the ench 
apka waved his rifle and shouted: “Le: 


working and gathering berri 


even noticing it. The markers were hanging 
ybakov pointed at his ean, not yet fu 

jt, and Rybakov fell face down among the 
oshapka cocked his rifle and shot in the air. We knew what this second shot meant. Seroshapka also 
1980, 


knew. ‘There were supposed to be two shots ~ the first one a warning.’ Varlam Shalamoy, Kolyma 
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EL YbHTOl0,BPATAHAPOYA” IPH MOBELE B 


MHOLAA YbMTOLO NOBNU3OCTH OT HTM BETNELUA EMOHCTPATUBHO HEC-_ 
TH B 30HY HA WECTE (KEPIM) KAR KABRHA HUIM KOCYIHO HA BOSPCROW 
OXOTE, 470 MPOUZBOQUMO HA SAKIMOYEHHBIX YDPYYAIOUUN IP PERT. 

Y YbUTOIO BETNEYA BJANM OTHTMOTPE3RIM KHCTH PYK 29 ARTU- 
AOCKONUPOBAHHA U CHUCAHHS 33KA. TPYM OCTABAGNH B TRMTE,TYNJPE... 


An ‘enemy of the people’, killed after trying to escape, is delivered back to the Gulag prison camp by a group 
of convicts and guards. 


Occasionally, when an escapee was killed close to the prison, his body was demonstratively brought back into 
the camp on astick, like a wild boar or a deer after a hunt. The spectacle was very dispiriting for the prisoners. 
If an escapee was killed far away from the camp, his hands were cut off for fingerprinting and writing off. The 
body was left out in the taiga or tundra. 
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YBHACTBD YONOBHUKON, BbIYRA MPH MOBETE H3 HIM. 
ih Ee as 


LA i] a Tipe 


a: ‘ sa 
YPONOBHARH MPH NOBETAX U3 ANHUX CEBEPHEIX NATEPEH [YMA 
GMAHABANM C COBOH (3-38 HEBOSMOMHOLTH SANACTHL POL YKTA- 
8 YCNOBUAX HIN) RPYTUX 339KOB, KOTOPLIX YBHBANM B ITYTH. 

TAKHE MEPTBbI SHOMOEQCTBR HA YTOROBHOM MAP OHE HA36/BA- 
SMC, BIYKAMA. CKONGKO CREQEHO TRKUX, 6619YK OB, HEHSBECTHO... 


Accriminal kills a ‘calf’ during a prison escape. 


Because they could not store food while in prison, criminals in remote northern prison camps of the Gulag” 
would coax another inmate to run away with them.! They then killed them in the taiga. The slang word for these 
victims of cannibalism was bychok (‘calf’). It is impossible to say for certain how many ‘calves’ were eaten. 


* The remoteness of the Kolyma region took on mystical status among its inmates, who referred to it as the ‘planet’. ‘Kolyma, Kolyma 
| Wonderful planet! / Twelve months of winter, / The rest summer. Kolyma prisoners’ song. 

;cople who dream of nothing but escape, it is inevitable that every possible means of doing so 
is, in fact, a fat prisoner. I'you have to, you can kill him and eat him. And until you need him, he 


Edward Buca, Vorkuta, 1976. 


‘When you have a huge 
‘will be discussed. A 
is carrying the “food 
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) 


A a fi l 


~BbI 470,38 3TY MasHIO NYNO B 06 3AXOTENH:2 
~/ PAK] AHMH MAHOP, Mbl HE BHHOBATSILKTO-T0 HOYBIO 3ABPANICH B MACTEPCKY0 H BIMUCRLT 9TH BYKBLLM:. 


An incident in the art shop of the Dalstroy* Gulag prison camp. 1949. 

Vertical signs on the left read (incomplete): ‘The MVD is the Guardian of Public Order in [...]'; ‘The Gulag is 
the Foundation of [...]'; Socialist [...]'. Vertical signs on the right read (incomplete): ‘Enemies of the USSR!’; 
‘VKP(b)!". Verse on the poster on the right reads: ‘Shut up, Europe / You total fool! / Comrade Murlot/Is laughing 
at you. / Fat-bestial,? / Narrow-minded. / Europeans, / On what did you spread your powdery pollen? V. 
Mayakovsky’. Horizontal signs read (top to bottom): ‘Long Live Communism - the Bright Future of All 
Humanity’; ‘One of the Testaments of the Great Leader of the Proletariat was: Suffer, Suffer, and Suffer 
Again. V. |. Lenin’. [Note:The original quote by Lenin was ‘Study, study, and study again.’ The word uchitsya (to study) 
has been altered by adding the letter m and a stress mark, so it reads muchitsya (to suffer). ‘May the Great 
Revolutionary Teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin Live Forever!".5 


‘Are you out of your mind? Do you want a bullet in the forehead for this rubbish?” 
‘Comrade Major, it’s not our fault! Someone crept into the shop and added those M’s. 


168 


Epcrovi B HIT TYIAlA «AAMbCTPOR. e 19491. 


a oe Ht ' 
hi ha Gane 


* Dalstroy (the 


HACHbC TBEHHOE KOPM/EHHE 3AK/IPOYEHHO! 0, OB DABUBIWETO TONOJOB- 
KY NMATATENbHOU CMEC IO YEPE3 HO3 PH... 
110. 3AKOHAM COBETCKOIO [YMAHU3MA MIYCKATb YIHOB Z3ATbIOK 
MMOUKHO TONbKO 3QOPOBOK MEPTBE € TEMNEPATYPON TENA 36,6 -372. 


Force-feeding a prisoner on a hunger strike” with a nutrient solution through the nostril. t 
According to the most ‘humane’ Soviet laws, only a healthy individual with a body temperature of 36.6° to 
37° C could be shot in the head. 
7 
- 


remand prison ~ by the time you've been force-fed once or twice you are often minus your teeth...” Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 
1969. Marchenko died in prison in 1986 following complications alter an extended hunger strike. 
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~ SATAKH-KAMO10 KYMBTHO, HA PBAHY B CAHYACTA HA NEPEBA3KY:... 
YFONOBHHKK, YAWE  BOPbI,YTOBbI U3bABMTbCA OT TAMENbIX 

OBUUX PABOT, OTPYBAUIN CEBE MMAJIL{bI, KUCTb PYKM, [OTALIN JIOKKH, 

TBO3QAU TA, BATT YIATA HX HASbIBAIN-CAMOPYB,,MACT ‘b/PLUKUTR. 


‘Bind up my stump real tight now, and I’m going to run to the hospital to have it dress 
5 often cut off their own fingers or hands,” swallowed spoons or 


oid hard labour, criminals, usually thie 


off four fingers of his lef 
ers worked. Forbidden to mé 
it like a crutch, with h 


cen convicts swallow huge numbe 
hem up into “edibl 


tilation. [hav 
er tureens (after first breakin 
and many other similar objects; I have seen convicts sew 
bent like a 


‘ground glass, spoons, ki 
rows of buttons to their bodies; or nail testicles toa bed, swallow 
.d without pulling the “fish” inside out. I have 
‘or cover themselves with paper and set fire 


up their mouths or e 
and the his 


so the door cannot be en 


nd peel it off as if it were 


m 


The Country Becomes a Gulag 


TONOQ-JPOBHMOE JIETHUWE H BEYHBIM CNYTHAKKNCC 


BENOPYCCHH, 
KABAXCTAHE,CHEMPH H ARPETAOHAK MYTEM NOMHOFO BbIBOSA XNEBA, KPYMbI, MACIA, CKOTA HTf.C NPHMEHEHAEM 
BORCKINY-NA NPORAKH 3A FPAHALY.HAPORY CTPRHDI 3TA KOHPHCKAYMS CTOKNA 12-13 MMANKOHOB KH3HER... 


Famine - dearest child and companion of the Communist Party. 


Between 1930 and 1933, the Communists artificially created a great famine in Ukraine, Byelorussia, Kazakhstan, 


Siberia, and other regions, in order to fight the sed GPU troops to take bread, grain, butter 


and cattle by force, and then sold the goods abroad.” This expropriation cost the lives of twelve to thirteen million 
ordinary people.t$ 


* The grain confiscation and its subs 
buy machinery essential for the compulsive collectivization of the country. 
f Although itis impossible to gauge the death toll of this famine accurately, modern sources set the figure between six to eight m 
‘In the morning horses pulled flat-top carts through the city and the corpses of those who had died in the night were collected. I 
‘one such flat-top cart with children lying on it. They were just as I have described thet 
with sharp beaks. These tiny birds had flown into Kiev and what good had it done 1 
the driver about them, and he just waved his hands and sai 
they will be silent too.’ Vasily Grossman, Forever Flowing, 1972, (quoted by: Robert Conquest, The Harvest of Sorr 
Collectivization and the Terror-Famine, 1986). 


nt export was vital for the Soviet Union. The hard currency generated by 


thin, elongated fact 
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LAHUTAPHBIA OTETPEN PABOTHUKANY MKB MAPTHA- 
HbIX HAPRAQPOB HALMOHANBHBIX PELITYBSUK CCCP. 


Brofib! CTANHHH3MA NEPHOAUYECKH NPOH3BOJHANC, CHES IO 
TIPOPHNAK THK BO3HAKHOBEHHA HALHOHANbHOTO NPABOCO3HAHUA Y 
HEPYCCKHX HAPOJIOB, BbIBOPOYHbIE PRCCTPESIbI NAPTHHHbIX, COBETCKHX, 
XO39HCTBEHHbIX H TBOPYECKUX PABOTHHKOB M10 KOMAHJE H3 YEHTPAMA 
AAMKE CHYCKANUCS PA3HAPAAKH HA KONHYECTBO,TONOB, NOJOBHO 
OXOTHHYLHM JMYEH3UAM HA OTCTPEN 3BEPEH 110 BUAN-JOCEL, 

CRUIAKOB, KABAHOB, RPXAPOB, MENBEQEH H 7... 


‘The ‘sanitary shootings’ of Party members and other executives of the USSR republics by the NKVD. 


During the Stalin era targeted executions were carried out by order of the Centre, in order to discourage 
aspirations of national identity and rights among non-Russians. Victims included Party members, 
employees, economic organisations, and artists. Sometimes an order would include a required number of ‘head,’ 
similar to a hunting license for killing different animals: elk, saigas, boars, wild rams, bears, ete. 
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~BAWH JENbI, BABYUKH, BPATLS, CECTPbI, MEHbI, NETH HM, APY UE POCTBEHHM, 
POXMHbI M CTAPWETO 5PATA-BENMKOO PYCCKOLO HAPOTA! NPUKASbIBALO COATb 
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OBHKOB: KANMBIKOB, HHI SWE, YEYEH HU PY HX... 


IMHE, OPEHA U ME AMM! TPH CONPOTHBNEHHM BYJETE PRCCTPENAHSIHAMECTE! 


1944. The arrest and deportation to the Gulag of the ‘traitor’ soldiers of the Second World War: Kalmyks, 
Ingushes, Chechens and others. 
The sign reads: ‘Warsaw 500 km’: 


"Your grandfathers, grandmothers, sisters, wives, children and other relatives on the home front of the Red 
Arm Motherland and its older brother - the great Soviet people! 


Thereby command you to lay down your guns 


.d down the path of traitors of th 


, decorations and medals! If you resist arrest you will be shot dead 
on the spot.” 


17 


BOEHMB3HPOBAHHOE MOJPA3QE/EHNE H3 33KOB [YMATA... 


MOTOPAMU (TAHRH TUNA,KPUCTH')PR3BUBAHUYHMM CKOPOCTS HA XOPOWHX HOPO- 
(AX fo 110K 8 YAC. B 19411. BNEPBbIA MECCA BOMHbI ITH. BOEHH3UPOBRHHBIE 
COEQUHEHHS 3 39K0B [YMTAIA BINH PR3POMNEHbI HEHE HEMEL{KO- 
PAWHETERUMM BOACKAMH, T.K. HE MOLT OKA3ATb CEPLESHOLO CONPOTHBIIE- 
HUF U3-3A MMOXOLO BOOPYMEHHA H CHABOM BOEBOM MOATOTOBKN... 


An armed unit made up of Gulag convicts. 


By the order of Joseph Stalin, in 1939 and 1940, right before the start of the Second World War, Lavrenty Beria 
formed six or seven large armed units made up of prisoners. 


After brief training at specialised boot camps in 
Siberia and the Urals, armed only with rifles and handguns, they were secretly transported to the western borders 
of the USSR. These were the ‘first hit’ units — cannon fodder ~ sent before the regiments on diesel engined 
BT-7 and BT-8 tanks with 45 mm cannons (based on the Christie tank). The tanks were very mobile and could 
reach speeds of 110 km/h on a good road surface. In 1941, during the first month of the war, these armed units 
of Gulag convicts were defeated and taken as prisoners of war by the German forces. 


cy were unable to put 
up any real resistance due to poor training and insufficient armaments. 
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AEMHETO B3]10XA H KAITUKPOBH OTCHKHBRAHCL HA CbITBIX HE- 
MEUKO- PAWUCTCKHX MTAMKAX B DYXEHBANAE, OCBEHLUME, JAXAY! 
BbIBCE CBOEM TPYCOC TBH) ONO30PHIM HAY KPACHYO HPA... 


From Hitler’s hell to Stalin's socialist heaven. 

‘You were brought to the Gulag because you are traitors to the Motherland. You were all taken prisoner of war 
after you were wounded in 1941.” Instead of fighting to the last drop of blood, to the last breath, you were fattening 
yourself up on nutritious German Fascist rations in Buchenwald, Auschwitz and Dachau! With your cowardice, 
you have shamed our Red Amy!’t 


who returned to Russia after the Second World War were viewed as traitors. They were transported directly to the Gulag 
fences for their supposed cowardice. 


Prisoners of war 
and handed tong 
tr of the Red Army. One 
n, a KGB agent fatally 
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-HY Ht KUBY 9TH HAL|HOHANMCT EI, TPH HETESIH BESEM,A Y 3THX YYX0- 
HOK EWE HX IWEHKH KHBBIE!KAK KOHYHTCA HX KPATBABCE YA DANY... 


,HAUMOKAIIUCTAMY BBIIIN: SCTOHLbI,UTOBYbI, NAT BIW, YKPAUHYI, 
YEYEHbI, KAIMBIKM, HEMLbI... PA3HBIE MPOYME HEPYCCKUE ... 


“Damn nationals just wouldn’t die. We've been transporting them for three weeks now, and even their little bastards 
are still alive! But that’s okay. Once they run out of food, they're all going to kick the bucket.” 
‘The ‘nationals’ were Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Ukrainians, Chechens, Kalmyks, Germans and various 


other non-Russians. 
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Bolibl KYIbTA THOPEMHBIE KAMEPEI C ,,BPATAMH 
HAPOQA” BINH NOQOBHbI CENASHIIM BOYKAM... 
ie 4 


een 


APECTOBAHHBIE BbI/IN BbIHY EHD! OTAIXATD (CNATb) 110 QYEPEM 
W MOBOPRYMBATLCA OJHOBPEMEHHO, YTOBbIHE OTHEKATS OKA HA 
KAMEHHOM HIM BETORHOM M019, T.K.MOCTEN HE BLIMABANACL,MKTO 
CAN QHEM,TOT HECTORO HAKA3bIBAIICA KAPLEPOM H H3BHEHUEM... 


During the reign of the cult of personality, the ‘enemies of the people’ were packed into prison cells like 
sardines in acan.” 


Prisoners had to take turns resting (sleeping). They had to turn over all at the same time, so the sides of the 
body did not go numb lying on the concrete floor. There were no beds in the cells. Those who slept during the 
day were severely punished with beatings or locked up in an isolation cell. 
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J MAPTA 1955 BECTb 0 CMEPTM CTANKHA BbIIA BCTPE 


-YpA! bonbwok moqoey mozax! PEBATA,MYqPEAWUA nal 
103HOW KOMMYHUCTHYECKOA APT BAHAUTOB CHOX!: 
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7 MUIUTMOKAMH 33KOBIYIAIA C BONBON PAQOCTbHO... 


Mile 


5 Wipe 


WAX oTBPOCMA KormbITA! YpA! Boxgb BKIK6)-BCECO- 
ANNUM YEA MAN! MA 3QPABCTBYET AMHHCTHA! YpAL... 


5th March 1953. Millions of Gulag prisoners rejoice at the news of Stalin's death. 


‘Hooray! The great cannibal has kicked the bucket! Hey fellas, the wisest of the wise is pushing up daisies! Hooray! 
‘The leader of the VKP(b) — the All-Union Communist Party of Bandits” - pegged out! Hooray! Stalin has danced 
his last dance! Amnesty* is here! Hip-hip hooray! 

* The prisoners’ ‘interpretation’ of the letter 6, which officially stood for Bolsheviks. 

‘+ Initially this amnesty only applied to criminal prisoners and political prisoners with sentences of five years or less (this meant that few 


political prisoners were actually released, as their terms were usually greater than five years). 
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Holocaust 


MOPCKHE BAP/KH C..BPATAMH HAPOXA-PABAMU 
|YMETA HRB]-MBY CCCP HA NPOCTOPAX OKEAHA... 


BMECTO BLINYERKA MABANUIOB, BOMHbIX, JOXONAL-BESBMHHbIX MVOAEH, BPA- 
[0B HAPOJA" HACBOBONY, UX COTHAMM, TOILAYAMU I PY3HIM 8 CUCAHHOIE 
CTAPBIE BAPHKH Ht OTBYXCUPOBLIBAUIU B MOPE,U,KAK MIPABUIIO, STU BRPHMU 
TOHYIH OT, MOPCROM CTAXUH-UTOPMA. TAK ,COKPAIANTOCE YCIO F9KOB 4. 


Barges carrying ‘enemies of the people’, slaves of the Gulag, out to sea. 


Instead of discharging the disabled, sick, ‘goners’ and innocent ‘enemies of the people’, hundreds and 
thousands of them were loaded onto old, written-off barges. The barges ¥ 


re then towed out to sea, where they 
usually sank due to ‘the elements’ — in storms.” This was how the numbers of prisoners were ‘reduced’, 


* Stories of this practise are common although first-hand accounts are scarce: ‘Narbut’s death was incomparably worse. 
he was employed in 1 sit camp to clean out the cesspits and that together with other invalids he wa: 
jone to clear the camp of people unable to work. [believe that such things did 
-onvict called Pavel who used to get water and firewood for me. Without any pro 
he blowing up of a barge ~ first they had heard the explosion and then they had 
Hope Against Hope, 1999. 


ken out to sea 


ONMHN3 MHOTUX, HECAHTOB CMEPTH 13, BPATOB HAPOLA,” 
BbICAUHEHHBIA [ Y/TAI OM AKBJ HA O2UHH3 ITYCTEIHHBIX OCTPO- 
BOB APANTA JUG YMEPLBIEHUA BE3 BOJb! H MLN... G3 8/- 


BISI7l. ROMMYHMCTOI,MPHAA K BNACTA, YCTAHOBUITM PEMKUM TEPPOPR. OHM OTHANH BCE 
TEMOKPATUYECKHE IIPABA HAPOROB POCCHN.B 19211 Ha CONDBELKUX OCTPDBAX BLLMA 
SAMOPEHSI FONOTOM 250TbIC.MMEHHEIX BENOM APMHH, KAZAKH OHA, RYBAHHHTE- 
PEKA.BIOYbI KYMbTA MPONONMANCH BbIBOS COTE TOICAY KPECTbAH -.RYMAKOB 

4, BPAIOB HAPOMA HA NYCTbIMHOIE OCTPOBA CTPAHDI JIA YMEPUIBNEHUS T ONOJ ON"... 


One of the many ‘troops of death’ made up of ‘enemies of the people’ that the NKVD of the Gulag landed 
‘on one of the barren islands of the Aral Sea~and left to die there without food or water. 1938. 


In 1917, when the Communists came to power, they established the reign of terror. ‘They took away all 
democratic rights from the people of Russia. In 1921, 250,000 POWs of the White Army, Cossacks from the Do 
Kuban and Terek were left to starve to death on the Solovetsky Islands. ‘The deportation continued during, 
period of the cult of the personality, when hundreds of thousands of kulak peasants and ‘enemies of the people 


were exiled and also starved to death. 


187 


KyponATbi-BCCP,, PR3 AYA ZEMIN KPEGTLAHAM’ 


~PONHEHbKUA, MOMIHO, HE YBUBAM! Y MEHA OMA 
OCTASIUCh MANIEHBKME ETKH! 
-SEMIIIO 3AXOTENA, CEAYAC EE Nonydnlb oT HABAL.. 


Kurapaty,” Byelorussian SSR. ‘Land for peasants.’ 


“Son, please don’t kill me, for the love of God! I have small children at home!” 
“You want land? Here’s land for you, courtesy of the NKVD!" 


part of a repression of the Byelorusian peo} 
Soviet Union. The burial sites were not discovered until 1988 and, despite several separate investigations, responsibility for the murders 


has never been completely established. 
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YPY HKBY BONbIRYILTA NEPHOYUYECKH MPOH3SBO- 
AMTUCS MACCOBBIE PACC TPEJIbI ,BPATOB HAPOJA... 


MACCOBLIE, POPUIAKTUYECKME OTCTPENbI 5ONDWEBHKAMU HAYANUC B 
20-E Foyt! 8 YCAQHE ( YMPABNEHHE CONOBEUKHX MRLEPEM OCOBOlO HASHAYE- 
HUS)-0T YE [YMAT A. CTANHHH3M BCET QA ONACRIICR HHTEMMMLEHTOB. 

BG0-E Fb! MACCOBLIX PEMPECCUM 3TANb,BPRIUB HAPOR, 8 OCHOBHOM 
COCTOABUHE H3 HHTEMUIUTEHTOB, MEPHOQUYECKH O6MAHOM BOIBO RHINE 
(BLIBO3UMMED) OT HECRONDRUX COT BO TICH4Y YENOBER B BES MORHOIE LTETI, 
TAHTY U TYHAPY, IDE UX PACETPENUBAMIM CTEUMANbHOIE ROMAH Yb! IPL 
HKBY U3 CTAHROBBIX NIYMEMETOB. 


During the Stalin era, the UFU NKVD carried out mass-executions of the ‘enemies of the people’. 


Mass-executions or ‘preventative executions’ by the Bolsheviks began in the 1920s in the USLON (Depai 
of Specialised Solovki Prison Camps), the ‘mother’ of the Gulag. Stalinism always feared the intelligent 
the 1930s, at the peak of the purges, hundreds and even thousands of ‘enemies of the people’ 
intellectuals, were coaxed or forced into the steppes, taiga, or tundra. ‘There they were shot by the UFU 
NKVD using heavy machine guns. 
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B KONBIMCKAX NATEPAX BOMbHBIXM CIABLIX MBINM B BAHE H 3A- 
TEM NOY MPEQNOLOM BAINAY BENDA YEPE3 IPYTOW BbIXOL 


SATOHSIIN FONbIX Ml PACTIAPEHHBIX [IPH MOPO3E 50° B KMIETb HA 
TPAKTOPHBIX CAHAX H BE3/IH HA BOUIOTA JV/19 3AXOPOHEHHG... 


In the Kolyma prison camps, the sick and weak were steamed in a sauna. Then — under the pretence of 
returning their underwear to them at the opposite exit - they were forced into a cage, naked and steaming after 
the sauna, while the temperature outside was 50° C below freezing. ‘The cage with the prisoners was then hauled 
away by tractor to a swamp, into which the bodies were thrown. 
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ORER,KAK HA MENOBEYECKHA HE 
EPHAIE NS KOTOPOLO HAND BHIMATS BCE BO3MOMHDE H,COMGATO<BCIOHTYMIA BONDHBIX, CTAPBIX, HCTOMEHHDIX OMOON 
MKATOPMHOM PAGOTOR OXPAHA NO NPHKABY HAYANBCTBA PASTEBANA CHNOR HSACTABNANA NOMATOCR HA CHET MME] MPH 
MOPOSE B 55-40 /PARYCOB B HABHAAHHE JPYFHM Y3HHKAM, HE BbINONHABUHM JHEBHYHO HOPMY. HA MECTO YMEPUHX NPH- 
03M HOBDIX. TAK BESOCTAHOBOHO PAOTAN KOHBENEP CMEPTH IYMAIA... 


"The executioner of the Solovki Gulag prison camp, Communist Naftaly Aronovich Frenkel,” viewed people as 
‘human inanimate matter’ that should be squeezed out like a lemon and then written off. In the Solovki Gulag 
prison camp, the guards, following the orders of the prison authorities, made the elderly prisoners, and those 
weak from starvation and hard labour, take off their clothes and lie down on snow or ice, while the temperature 
outside was 35° to 40° C below freezing. This was done for the edification of the other inmates, who didn’t fulfil 
their quotas. This was the lethal conveyor belt of the Gulag in action, operating non-stop. 


* Frenkel (1883-1960) first came to the Solovki Gulag as a prisoner. He is often credited with inventing the ‘nourishment scale’ (the 
linking of an inmate’s ration to their rate of production), which was adopted by the administration. Although this has never been proven, 
his astonishing rise within the camp system is undisputed. His ideas for turning the camps into profitable institutions came to the at 
of Stalin and, following his early rele 
levels, escaping purges and becoming Chief of Construction for the White Sea Canal where, according to Solzhenitsyn he utilise 
methods without compunetion: ‘We have to squeeze everything out of a prisoner in the first three months after that we don't need 
him anymore.’ In 1937 he became head of BAMLag (the Baikal Amur Mainline railway camp) and was Chief Directorate of Railroad 
Je was awarded the Order of Lenin three times and made a Hero of Socialist Labour. 


Construction until 1945. 
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; ki PEMEBCKHE NOJO/bITHBIE , KPONHKH” 


[10 YKAB3AHUIO JIILBEPAY B KOHYE 30-xX H40-X [OROB 
IIPUTOBOPEHHBIX K PACCTPESY , BPATOB HAPOLA” 
MYDHYH  KEHLYH PA3HOlO BO3PALTA HCITIOUID30- 
BAI B I-MOCKBE UI. LMXAHB! QA JABOPATOP - 
HbIX O/bITOB M0 MIPHMEHEHM10, DUB’ (BOEBLIX O7- 
PAB/IAPOWUUX BEWECTB ). 


The Kremlin's guinea pigs. 


In the 1930s and 1940s, by order of Lavrenty Beria,” men and women ‘enemies of the people’ of all ages, who 


JIMKBUAALUSA 3AKSIIOYEHHBIX YTPABSIEHMEM 
PHUSHFECKO!O YHHYTOKEHUA (YPY)HKBY CCCP 


y Rot 


UMN 3RPLIBANH B BEYHYIO MEP3NOTY ,, AMMOHRNHUKU" TAKE YPY 
ACNONHANO BMH (BbICWY1O MEPY HAKA3AHUA)NO NPUTOBOPAM TPOEK, 
OCOBLIX COBEWAHHM HT. 


‘The liquidation of prisoners by the Department of Physical Extermination (UFU) of the USSR’s NKVD. 


‘The UFU replaced ChONs (Specialised Units of the VChK GPU, i.e. punitive) and was in the business of 
‘reducing’ the number of prisoners of the Gulag prisons via execution by firing squad of the sick, weak, those 
who refused to work, and so on. In the north of the USSR, the bodies of the executed were thrown into 
swamps or buried in ammonalniis* in the permafrost. The UFU also carried out capital punishment according 
to sentences handed down by the NKVD Troikas, special meetings, ete. 


* See page 93, 
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ITO NPAKA3Y, OTA BCEX HAPOTOB’ U. CTANIVHA... 


19401. PACCTPEN NONbCKUX O PUYEPOB BJIECAX KATLIHM. 
KOMMYHHCTAI NONE 3AXBATA BIACTH BIST 71, BEIM3} OBMACTHBIX 
AKPYMHBIX TOPO,JOB OTTOPOAHIIM TEPPHTOPHM BUA MACCOBLIX KAS- 
HEH, KAACCOBBIX BPAL OB: M0] AEHHHI PAQOM- MEBAWOBCKAD M190 - 
Tob, [- TOMCKOM- KONAWEBO, F- CMONEHCKOM-KATBIHD HT AH TM. 


By order of the ‘father of all peoples’, Joseph Stalin. 


1940. The execution of Polish officers at Katyn Forest.” After coming to power in 1917, the Communists reserved 
special territories around large cities and regional centres for mass executions of ‘class enemies’: Levashovskaya 
Pustosh near Leningrad, Kolpashevo near Tomsk, Katyn near Smolensk and so on. 


* Between April and May of 1940, approximately 22,000 Polish nationals (including 8,000 Polish officers) were executed in 
called the Katyn Massacre. In 1943 the German army found 4,243 bodies buried in a mass grave and attempted to use this 
split the allies. Stalin responded to these accusations by claiming that the Germans had committed the crime. The Soviet U 


responsibility until 1990. 


>) YOHU TYJIA TA tosnmoe AETHIYE MAPTORPAL 
/ocne OYEPEJHOLO OTCTPESA, BPAIOB HAPOJ 


JO NPHKA3Y MUHHCTPA MBI Cccp Mapuanall. fee a PRCCTPEIIAHHBIE, A TAKE 
TIPOTbIKAIINGS WTBIKOM B CEPRLUE,H FONOBbI IbIPABUNUCh KOHTPONbHbIMU BbICTPLIN 
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-114-HKB]] TANAHTAUBBIA SYUTEN TECTANO NM BOMCK CC... 
ABTOMATOB B KOTbIMCKUX NATEPAX I YALA... 


B9KU, CHEMI, MPOPHITAK TAKA 'YTOBBI, KUBO" HE NPUTBOPSANCA MEPTBbIM,” 
MAYHbIM CoCTABOM YPY (YnPABNEHME PU3HYECKOrO YHHYTOMEHMA) HABJ CCCP... 


Daily life of the Gulag. The favourite child of the party bureaucracy, the VChK, GPU, and NKVD, gifted 
mentor of the Gestapo and the SS. 
After an execution of ‘enemies of the people’ by the firing squad in the Kolyma Gulag prison camps. 


By order of the Minister of the MVD of the USSR, Marshal Lavrenty Beria, 
prisoners who were executed or died of natural causes were stabbed in the heart with a bayonet and shot in 


s a ‘preventive measure’, 


the head by the UFU of the NKVD. This was done so that ‘the living did not pretend to be dead’ 
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The Settling of Scores Inside Camps 
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Razborki (the settling of scores) took place among Gulag prisoners for any number of 
reasons: to gain easier labour; for better clothes or footwear; for a better seat in the canteen 
orat an event in the camp; for a better bunk; or for reasons of an ‘ideological’ nature. These 
violent razborki were often initiated by criminals belonging to the ‘suit’ (caste) of 
thieves, who claim leadership among the prisoners, and always considered themselves 
as having the highest status in the camp hierarchy. Scores were settled through fights, 
the infliction of severe injuries and killings. 

Following the abolition of the death penalty for murder in the Supreme Council of the 
USSR’s decree of 26th May 1947, there was a dramatic escalation of razborki within the 
camps. The most hardened thieves who had no hope of release (those serving sentences 
of twenty-five years or more), took to murdering bytoviks (prisoners who had committed 
crimes but were not part of the criminal world); knowing they'd be sent away for five or 
six months ‘rest’ to an investigatory prison while the killing was looked into (those 
under investigation were better fed). 

I met many of these ‘murderers on holiday’ at various prisons: Khabarovsk, Chita, Ulan- 
Ude, Irkutsk, Taishet and Krasnoyarsk. They were happy with their situation, even 
smiling and bragging about it, ‘Nachal’nik (chief), I don’t care, I have twenty-five years 
in front of me. Fuck it, I'll hang around here for five or six months, then after the trial 
I'll go back to my zona (camp or prison) or another one. I'll kill any fraer (‘outsider’) if 
it’s necessary. It’s as easy as getting my fingers wet when I piss.’ For this type of 
heavyweight criminal, killing a person meant nothing — this was the scum that the 
Communists were attempting to change. The decrees of 4th June 1947 made crimes 
concerning ‘protection of a citizen’s personal property’ and ‘theft of state and common 
property’ carry a mandatory twenty or twenty-five year sentence. Razborki quickly 
became extremely bloody and merciless, as convicted criminals had little left to lose. 

‘These decrees split the criminal world into two irreconcilable camps. To survive in 
Gulag conditions with such long sentences some criminals from the ‘thieves suit’ began 
to collaborate with the camp’s administration, taking trusted positions inside the camp. 
‘They became stock keepers in clothing, footwear and vegetable warehouses; took jobs 
as blacksmiths, drivers, librarians — anything to prevent them from being sent to work 
at the hard labour sites, where mining, logging and heavy construction work meant life 
expectancy was short. 

‘The other part of the ‘thieves suit’ continued their customary conflict with the 
administration. Ignoring the camp rules they refused to work to produce the norm 
required by the plan, and they were duly punished. According to the thieves’ law they must 
not work, or be obliged to work, but live only by criminal means. This elite, ‘ideological’ 
group of thieves began calling the other group (those who cooperated with the 
administration, abandoning the thieves’ law) ‘bitches’. Over the years the number of 
‘bitches’ grew as their work for the administration allowed them to survive, but their 
characters didn’t change — they were still society's parasites, who continued to commit 
robberies, murders and other crimes. 

‘The prison and camp authorities were keen to reduce the quantity of inmates. To this 
end they would deliberately place criminals of opposite ‘suits’ together in the same cell. 
Packed with two or three times more inmates than they could hold, the fighting in these 
common cells was fatal. Once the administration decided there were enough dead and 


seriously injured, they would intervene, taking the bodies to the mortuary and the 
wounded to the prison hospital. 

In the 1950s I witnessed the results of these clashes in transition prisons in Suchan 
(renamed Arseniev), Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk, Omsk and Kirov (Viatka). These wars between 
‘ideological’ thieves and ‘bitches’ were led by ‘commanders’ on both sides. ‘The fights 
in the camp zones of the Khabarovsky region, Irkutsky region, Bratsky region (where the 
hydropower plants were built), Krasnoyarsk region and the Norilsk region, regularly 
resulted in up to a hundred injured or dead. 

When groups of prisoners were transported in lorries, rail carriages or by foot, the 
guards always separated thieves from ‘bitches’, while other types of criminals, including 
the political prisoners, remained neutral during these ‘wars’. The situation was the 
same inside the camps. When a new group of prisoners arrived, they were immediately 
lined up outside and separated: one of the administration’s seniors would shout, “Thieves 
to the right! Bitches to the left! Muzhiks, fraers stay were you are!’ Then they would be 
taken to the separate barracks according to their ‘suits’. ‘Local fencing’ constructed from 
barbed wire usually separated their respective areas within the camp. During this 
exceptionally cruel period, if a thief or a ‘bitch’ happened to find himself in the barrack 
of the wrong ‘suit’, it always meant kranty (death). 

‘The fights, injuries and deaths caused by these warring factions became a huge 
hindrance, preventing camps from achieving the norm required by the plan - which was 
of paramount importance to the administration. In particular the ‘thieves in law’ 
(legitimate thieves) and their minions were a real obstruction. Many senior camp chiefs 
complained to the heads of the Gulag and MVD, pointing out the growing numbers of 
thieves ‘in authority’ who refused to work, while the plan quotas continued to be based 
simply on the number of prisoners a camp held. To this effect the MVD Minister Beria, 
with the agreement from the CPSU Central Committee's Politburo, took the decision 
to liquidate the ‘thieves in law’ and their associates. He issued an order to move them 
to seven camps in the Sverdlovsk (Ekaterinburg) region, which had been specially 
formed in 1949, The camp chiefs did this with great relief. 

When I worked in Leningrad prison No. 1: ‘Kresty’, two of my fellow guards, Vanya 
Mikhailov and Sasha Fiodoroy, told me the following story about their time at these camps. 
In early summer 1949 they were sent to Sverdlovsk, where they guarded a camp from high 
observation towers. They were told it contained especially dangerous thieves and criminal 
‘authorities’ who had been imprisoned there to help them correct their ways. 

‘They later found out that all seven camps held between 20,000 to 25,000 prisoners, 
brought from various regions of the USSR. This particular camp did not have a production 
zone like other camps, so the prisoners did not work. While Mikhailov and Fiodorov were 
there another 300 or 400 prisoners were brought in, making a total of around 3,500 in their 
camp. Inevitably, the ‘score settling’ started — mass fights began for leadership of the camp. 
Criminals from Sverdlovsk attacked those from Chelyabinsk, while criminals from 
Irkutsk attacked those from Vorkuta; there were fights between Khabarovsk and Omsk, 
Krasnoyark and Mordova, Kolyma and Moscow, Kiey and Kazan, Tashkent and Novosibirk. 
‘They started in the barracks, then spread to two canteen buildings. Day and night the 
fights raged, becoming increasingly violent until they reached massacre proportions. 
Prisoners were chasing each other with any kind of weapon they could find: bricks, iron 
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bars, even wooden planks torn from their bunks. 

A special team from a neighbouring camp consisting of forty or so muzhiks-bytoviks 
(everyday criminals) with short sentences, were brought in to load the dead onto lorries. 
The wounded were ignored. The criminals didn’t stop, every day they continued to kill 
one another. All this could clearly be seen from the observation towers, but the camp 
administration did nothing. One night the prisoners started a fire in the canteen, they 
burnt their barracks, and then a food depot. The fire brigade were not called. 

The starvation began in the camp zone. Any food remaining after the depot had 
been burned soon ran out. It was then that the thieves began to eat each other, larger groups 
chasing smaller ones, as if they were hunting. They gathered pieces of scrap wood and 
boiled the human flesh in any saucepan they could find that had survived the fire. Many 
criminals died of wounds, injuries and starvation. About 100 were ultimately saved from 
death by the camp’s chief administration. 

Those who buried the dead were disgusted as they handled the half eaten bodies with 
muscles cut out. Through November and December of 1949 the rest of the frozen 
corpses of the ‘thieves in law’ were removed. They had been the second ‘shadow’ 
authority in the camps, preventing the other prisoners from completing their quotas 
because of their ‘score settling’. The ‘bitches’ were not eliminated, they had found 
common ground with the administration, working to complete the plan, while saving 
themselves at the same time. The dead were buried in mass graves in the camp 
cemeteries, their bodies covered with chlorine lime for sanitation reasons. 

The typical cause of death on any coroner’s report from a Gulag camp was either heart 
or kidney failure. This standard diagnosis covered every eventuality, for example: if the 
inmate had been killed in a fight; during a beating; while attempting to escape; or if they 
were political prisoners killed on the orders of the NKVD-MGB or by an in-camp 
criminal ‘authority’. 

NKVD-MVD instructions demanded that every corpse be labelled before it left the 
mortuary. The prisoner’s camp number was written in soft pencil on a six by eight 
centimetre label of thick cardboard, which was then attached by cord or wire to the big 
toe of each body. This process was undertaken in case of future exhumation, the pencil 
graphite kept well in damp soil. 

The same NKVD-MVD instruction obliged the guards at the camp checkpoint to ‘hole- 
punch’ the dead before releasing them from the zone. A sharpened hammer was used 
to pierce the skulls and chests of the bodies. Only after a corpse had been punched could 
it be registered in the camp journal. Some time ago the leader of the world proletariat 
claimed that ‘Accounting and control is the essence of socialist transformation’, [Lenin 
1929] while the Gulag inmates used to say, “They hole-punch our brains so the dead 
prisoner doesn’t think he’s still alive’. 

MVD Minister Lavrenty Beria had a good grasp of psychology, he knew the mentality 
of the criminal ‘authorities’ and ‘legitimate’ thieves: their self-centred nature, their 
naked lust for leadership that manifested itself in this display of inconceivable cruelty. 
His calculation that these rivals would tear each other apart was deadly accurate. 
Following this unprecedented incident people believed the criminal world was capable 
of destroying itself, if the right conditions were created for it to happen. This was proven 
in the Sverdlovsk camps; Beria’s initiative struck a serious blow to the criminal world. 
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A Comparison of Communist Party and Criminal Power Structures 
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I spent thirty-three years working for the NKVD (People’s Commissariat for Internal 
Affairs), the MVD (Ministry of Internal Affairs) and the Bureau of Criminal Investigation 
of the GUVD (State Directorate for Internal Affairs), retiring in July 1981. As a former 
employee of these law-enforcement authorities, I have always been interested in the 
connection between the ideology of the criminal world and our socialist society, and would 
like to share my thoughts and observations. 

In February 1967 I visited Ivan Belyaev, an old army friend of mine who lived in 
Irkutsk. Here I met a distant relative of his wife’s — a vor v zakone (thief in law) Golovin, 
alias Golova (Head), who was about twenty years older than me. At that time, Golova was 
still a sturdy old man of square build, medium height, rather well-groomed, with a 
round head and greying hair. I could see well-drawn tattoos of thieves’ symbols on his 
wrists. This old and experienced ‘thief in law’ had spent thirty-one years — almost half 
of his life, in places of detention. 

Golova’s language was full of words and expressions from thieves’ jargon. I spent four 
days talking to him and taking notes. He was born in a big village called Aleksandrovskoe, 
home to the Aleksandrovskaya Central Hard-Labour Prison, well-known all over Siberia, 
situated about thirty kilometres from Irkutsk. 

As he talked about his village, he sang me a verse from a song which I'd first heard 
at the October Revolution Orphanage for Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland, 
where I was placed after my father, Sergei Petrovich Baldaey, a veteran scholar-folklore 
specialist and ethnographer had been arrested: 


Far away in Irkutsk land 
Between two gigantic cliffs 
Aleksandroysky Central 

Lies behind high wall of bricks 


‘Tens of thousands of ‘class enemies’ were eliminated in Aleksandroysky Central, and 
their corpses buried in the forest a short distance from this gloomy establishment. 
Golova told me that in czarist days his father had served a sentence there for horse-stealing. 
He was released under surveillance and married a girl from the neighbouring village of 
Khomutovo. Before 1917 Golova’s father found him a job as a stonemason, but after 
meeting the local thieves, Golova quit work and stepped onto the criminal path. He took 
pride in being a thief by birth and becoming a ‘thief in law’, which meant that he didn't 
work in prison. He was a pakhan (criminal boss) in the camps of Siberia, Primorie and 
Kolyma. Although he’d had no academic education, he was quite a well-read person, gifted 
by nature, with an original, sharp mind and vivid interest in the country’s political life. 
At his house I saw a small library and various newspapers and magazines: Pravda, The 
Atheist, Health Magazine, Krestyanka (Peasant Woman), Political Self-Education, etc. 
He explained to me that his passion for reading had developed in the Gulag camps. 

Golova spoke with a certain pride, even bravado, about the authorities of Dalstroy and 
other camps and their deferential and respectful attitude toward ‘thieves in law’ (legitimate 
thieves); let alone toward the camps’ pakhans who, after the administration, were 
practically the zone’s masters. According to him the legitimate thieves were an invaluable 
help in the completion and over-completion of the Gulag’s production plans. hey 
made ‘hanger-backs’, muzhiks and frayer-kontriks (political prisoners), work as much 
as the authorities needed and at any time — even when the temperature was sixty below, 
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The bugry (top men) in the camps were usually the criminals. They did no work 
themselves, but made the other convicts work by threatening their health and lives. 

Golova knew I worked for the authorities, and he liked that I was a keen listener. During 
our conversations he questioned his own past, and I could feel that this old offender was 
depressed by his lonely life. Listed below are the ‘philosophical’ conclusions that he had 
come to about the hierarchy in the criminal world. To him I represented the authorities 
and was a member of the Communist Party, so he often used the words ‘you’ and ‘us’: 

1. In the ‘big zone’ (the Soviet Union), you have the general secretary, the most 
important pakhan (criminal boss) — head of the socialist camp and of the Politburo of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, which consists of 
very big pakhans. They all get help upholding their ‘suit’ (power) from MVD, MGB 
(Ministry of State Security) and the army. Everyone is scared of them, and if anyone steps 
out of line — he’ll be put against the wall. They can imprison or kill a hundred million 
people, and nobody will object or dare say a word. 

In our ‘small zone’ (the camp) we also have our main camp pakhan from the “first five’, 
these ‘first five’ are like your Politburo. None of the prisoners will ever dare say anything 
to them, and those who dissent will immediately be brutally beaten or killed by the 
thieves ‘suit’ in the prison, whether it’s two or three brigades or half a barrack. 

2. You have your Central Committee, the pakhans reporting to Politburo and its 
Secretary General. Our version of this are the urki (authoritative ‘legitimate’ thieves), 
who are not in the ‘first five’ pakhans. 

3. You have the Supreme Council. We thieves, have this kind of ‘council’ too. It 
consists of kodly (less authoritative thieves) who report to the pakhans. 

4. Then you have your Council of Ministers. We have the same type of ‘council of 
ministers’ consisting of khevra (even less authoritative thieves) who hold the positions 
of bugry (gang leaders) in the working brigades of convicts. 

5. Your Communist Party organises congresses and assemblies, where different 
resolutions are discussed and various decisions are made. We thieves discuss our 
business at pakhans meetings in Moscow, Leningrad and Tashkent, and ‘assemblies’ of 
‘thieves in law’ in camps and colonies. 

6. Your Secretary General and members of the Politburo have their bodyguards. Our 
‘big pakhans' have their ‘flunkies’ (thieves’ guards and skiwvies). 

7. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) makes the workers, farmers and 
intelligentsia work their arses off for them. We, ‘thieves in law’, also make ‘thieves’ 
muzhiks’ (convicts who give away a certain percentage of their proceeds to thieves) and 
other prisoners in the zone work for us. 

8. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) takes away from workers and 
farmers everything they produce. We ‘thieves in law’, also take away from prisoners in 
camps: clothes, shoes, food parcels, anything we like. 

9. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) taxes the intelligentsia, the workers, 
and the farmers. We, the camp’s pakhans, also make the working brigades pay the 
‘Abyssinian tax’ [a ‘protection’ payment]. 

10. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots), after taking away everything the 
workers have produced, distribute it how they like. We, ‘thieves in law’, after taking away 
the prisoners nice clothes, shoes and food parcels, distribute them how we like. 
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11. You call your people ‘members of the Communist Party’. We call thieves blatnye. 
12. Your Communist Party has its own regulations. We, (‘committed’) thieves, have 

our ‘thieves’ law’ (not many people are aware of it, even if they work for law-enforcement 

authorities). These are its rules: 

a) to estrange oneself from one’s family — mother, father, sisters and brothers. 

b) it is forbidden to have a family of one’s own (no wife, no children), but only to have 

mistresses — they should have names like: ‘barukha’, ‘biksa’, ‘dyrka’ (a hole), ‘marukha’, 

‘prostiachka’ (a simpleton), ‘soska’ ([cock]sucker), ‘shalashovka’, ‘shkura’ (a pelt), etc. 

¢) itis forbidden to work anywhere, you may only live from the proceeds of a life of crime. 

Golova has known this ‘thieves’ law’ since before the 1917 October Revolution, and 
‘raised’ many young thieves to follow these rules. 

13. Golova also told me how both outside and inside the camp, pakhans send their 
‘flunkies’ to the ‘cunning little house’ (Police Operational Unit) to find out what the 
authorities’ plans are, and the identities of moles in prisons and police departments. 

14. He also told me about the existence of the thieves’ secret mail (similar to the 
Communist Party government top secret post), which is used to deliver information on 
prisoner transport, moles and secret orders around the Gulag, etc. 

Golova compared the thieves ‘communal’ money box to the beneficial association of 
the Trade Union and the Communist Party; and thieves’ ‘sons’ and ‘kids’ to pioneers and 
members of the Komsomol (Communist Youth Organisation). He insisted that 
Communist Party jargon was very similar to the thieves jargon known as fenia. Flipping 
through the pages of the Political Self-Education magazine, he called this once-popular 
Communist Party publication a ‘Political Self-Besotter’. He boiled over at the stupidity 
of regular citizens, who at their meetings, rallies and lectures parroted the ‘shit’ peddled 
by the Communist Party pakhans. He took pleasure in telling me how prisoners brutalised 
political officers from the camp's Cultural and Educational Unit during their political 
lectures. He then continued: 

15. You have regional, territorial and provincial committees in your ‘big zone’, the ones 
that hold the local power. In our ‘small zone’ we thieves have those who hold the ‘suit’ 
(power) in residential barracks, prisoners’ brigades, units, industrial territories, canteens, 
warehouses, hospitals, etc. In the camp the thieves’ categories are: ‘centre’, ‘trump’ and 
‘cool’. All the prisoners are scared of them, and not a single muzhik or kontrik (political 
prisoner) will ever dare to go against them. 

16. Your Communist Party consists of lower sections: Communist Party groups, 
bureaus, committees. We thieves have something simil: ies’ consisting 
of polozknyaki (middle ranking thieves), v predelakh (a thief with authority within the 
family’), khavalshiki (gullible ones) and shesterkas (literally ‘sixes’: flunkies). 

17. You, the Communists, have your prosecutor’s office, people’s court, MVD, MGB, 
i.e. your punitive state agencies. Within the camp we have such ‘agencies’ too: betushnye 
(thieves who know the ‘thieves’ law’ well, and who have never broken it) are our 
prosecutors and judges at skhiodnyaki (assemblies), the bespredely (those without order, 
lawless) and gulivany (heads) are our MGB, the boytsy (blokes) and borzye (greyhounds) 
punish prisoners for not obeying the betushnye (‘honest’ thieves) or not respecting 
decisions made at the ‘assemblies’, or simply when they feel like it. We also have our 
executors of capital punishment - the mochily (assassins). When they receive an order 
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from the camp's pakhan, they will kill anyone, from ordinary prisoners to a superintendent 
or supervisor. 

According to Golova, the only ‘service’ lacking in prison is a special unit like that of 
the MGB which hires girls from the age of eighteen, He found out about this practise 
from a former MGB employee named Krasik. Krasik told him about his work at the MGB, 
where they select girls discerningly, like at a ballet school. The candidate must be 
beautiful and slim. They measure her hips, waist and bust according to specific standards, 
and then she undergoes a strict medical check-up. The Operational Units of MGB 
meticulously check her political loyalty, close and distant relatives, friends, acquaintances 
and Komsomol references. Then the candidate for these ‘special services’ is made to sign 
a confidentiality agreement (about non-disclosure of State secrets). After all this, the girl 
is sent to a special institution outside Moscow. Here she is taught the basics of working 
for the Intelligence Services, as well as a comprehensive course in sexual practises. After 
completing their training, these girls become state prostitutes with decent salaries and 
special benefits. 

‘They ‘serve’ the pakhans of the Communist Party during their revelries at the closed 
and strictly guarded dachas. The ‘state sluts’, who are under secret instructions, don’t 
know each other. All these girls have ‘cover papers’ saying that they are employed by 
scientific institutions, etc. They are rarely ‘uncovered’, even their families will have no 
idea what kind of ‘special state service’ their daughter is engaged in. According to the 
‘agreement’, these women have no right to marry until they are thirty-five years old. When 
they reach that age, they ‘retire’ and live off a pension. If the ‘slut’ has completed her 
working period from the age of eighteen until she is thirty-five, she can be transferred 
to other services in the armed units of the Communist Party. 

Tasked Golova how Krasik was so familiar with these ‘special state services’. He replied, 
“The former MGB employee Krasik had worked for a few years as a guard at the house 
of one such Communist Party rat, who'd ‘retired’ and was working at the regional 
committee of the pakhan party.’ 

18. You have stars, medals, different badges. We don’t wear this kind of bauble unless 
we're on a job where we need this masquerade. But we also have our marks of distinction 
— tattoos, and everyone must ‘answer’ to the thieves for his tattoos. For example, none 
of the muzhiks, fraers (dummies, outsiders) and other non-thieves has the right to wear 
the following tattoos: a cross, a church or a monastery with domes and crosses, an eagle, 
a lion, a tiger, Jesus Christ, archangels, Saints, Our Lady, angels, czarist heraldry, or a 
skull (a symbol of fearlessness and loyalty to ‘thieves’ laws’). Sometimes a non-thief, 
outsider with ‘self-appointed’ tattoos ends up in prison. He will first be asked by the thieves. 
whether he can answer for his tattoos. If he can’t, he’ll be beaten up, and then made to 
remove the tattoos using sandpaper, glass, a knife or another sharp item. 

19. You have the so-called political officers. In the Gulag camps they are called 
‘priests’, ‘shamans’, fuflogons (rubbish-talkers) and are supposed to preach to us thieves 
and other prisoners. We also have those who teach young thieves our ‘thieves’ laws’ and 
‘rules’. They are the old ‘thieves in law’. 

20. Different non-party people support and believe in your Communist Party. We, 
thieves, also have our non-blainye who have a fellow feeling for us: ‘kenty’ (mates), kiriukhi 
(fellow countrymen). 
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21. You expel members from the Communist Party for different misdeeds. We make 
decisions at the ‘assembly’ to relegate certain ‘thieves in law’. We call ours yershi (ruff 
fish), you call yours lishenets partbileta (bereft of party membership). 

22. In your Communist Party, Politburo or Central Committee, there is often an 
ideological fight between the top pakhans of the Party. In the camps we also have this kind 
of fight among our thieves’ pakhans. Thieves transferred from Moscow, Leningrad, 
Sverdlovsk, Novosibirsk, Krasnoyarsk or from Irkutsk, all have their own pakhans who 
kill one another fighting for power — krutiat kranty (to the death). I remember how in 
Kraslag, Tayshetlag and in the Kolyma camps you could end up with thirty, fifty or even 
ahundred shmuriki (dead bodies) in two days. Us ‘thieves in law’, fight over power exactly 
like you do in your Communist Party. 

23. In all their years of power, the Communists have always had ‘class enemies’ 
whom they would shoot incessantly. We ‘thieves in law’ have also always had our enemies 
~suki (bitches: those who'd stepped away from ‘thieves’ laws’ and ‘rules’). We showed 
them no mercy. 

24. Prisoners in camps used to be divided into three ‘suits’: thieves, muzhiks and suki. 
‘The thieves and the swki were in a deadly feud with each another, Suki detached 
themselves from ideynye (committed) thieves after a new decree had been issued by the 
PVS (Presidium of the Supreme Soviet) of the USSR on the 4th June 1947, stating new 
sentences of up to twenty-five years. To survive in the Gulags, they would work for the 
camp administration, never clashing with them, unlike ideynye thieves. Often they 
landed good jobs, working as aides in medical units, stock keepers, ete, Sometimes the 
thieves zone would attack the swki zone, and vice versa. If a thief accidentally found himself 
in the zone or cell of the suki, that would be the end of him, and of course, a suka would 
be killed in the thieves’ zone or cell. Everything is just as you have it in your Communist 
Party when it comes to the ‘class struggle’. 

25. According to Golova, the whole society of the Soviet Union resembles a woodpile. 
‘There are those who are on the top, others in the middle and some at the very bottom. 
‘The ones at the top are the main pakhans — the Secretary General, the members of the 
Politburo of the Communist Party Central Committee. Below them are the Ministries 
pakhans, lower still are all the regional, territorial, city and area committees’ pakhans. 
Gulag prisoners hold exactly the same positions in their environment, 

‘This old recidivist, a ‘thief in law’, said that he'd done a lot of thinking and had come 
to the conclusion that the two power structures were identical, the Communist Party in 
‘the big zone’ and the thieves in ‘the small zone’. He was convinced that if he had 
studied more when he was young, he would have become a big pakhan in the Party. He 
would be eating Communist Party food, and living in a luxurious, expensively furnished 
city apartment, with a dacha in an idyllic place, complete with domestic workers and guards. 
Just like the pakhans from the Irkutsk Regional Committee — he considered himself to 
be no worse than them. 


Forms of Humiliation, Torture and Murder Practised in the Gulag 


Bantik-krantik (bantik ‘bow tie’ and krantik diminutive of kranty ‘finished, done in’) 
The strangulation of a victim with a towel at night. 

Vecherniy von lokham (vesper chimes for dupes) 
Following roll-call, after the guards had locked the barrack doors, the oppressed prisoners 
of the camp would be battered by the privileged criminals. ‘The battering is a form of 
punishment for various offenses, carried out by the otritsalovka (literally ‘deniers’) — the 
most aggressive group of thieves. 

V lyagushku sazhat (to do the frog) 
A form of torture whereby the victim is made to sit on the floor with his arms and legs 
stuck in the sleeves of a jacket, and the back of the jacket flipped over his head. The victim 
is then kicked or beaten with a heavy object across the back and head. 

Vylozhenny, vykholoshchenny rusak (gelded rusak ‘Russophile’) 
‘A convict who has been castrated at night in the barracks as a punishment for the 
murder of a person of Asian descent by the compatriots of the murdered. After castration, 
the perpetrators do not kill the victim for moral reasons, or for fear their sentences will 
be prolonged, or even for fear of execution by the authorities. ‘The administration never 
made these cases public. The culprits were put in isolation cells and the victim was 
hospitalised. If the victim died, it was written off with a ‘standard’ cause of death: renal 
failure, heart attack, etc. 

Dat petukhu pendelya (to kick a rooster) 
For breaching thieves’ and prison law, it is customary to kick the outcasts (the lowest rank 
of prisoners). The thieves’ law forbids touching the outcast so as not to be defiled. 

Zhit sovdepu/sovku vredno! (life’s no bed of roses for a sovok! Sovok is a derogatory 
term for a person with a Soviet mentality) 
A phrase uttered to a newly arrived inmate as a warning before beating takes place for a 
breach of thieves’ and prison laws, rules and etiquette. 

Zagnat mokhnorylogo petukha v sortir (to lock a mokhnoryly — literally ‘cunt-face’ — 
rooster in the outhouse; mokhnoryly is a base criminal, usually a rapist) 
A prisoner who was sentenced for child molesting would be locked up in an outhouse for 
the entire work day. Other prisoners would then sodomise the victim or force him to 
perform oral sex. Usually the mokhnoryly would commit suicide after such humiliations. 

Zadelat turetsky shashlyk (to make a Turkish kebab) 
1. The impalement by privileged prisoners of an informer on a pike or a crowbar 
hammered into ground (or frozen into it). 2. The impalement of a political prisoner with 
the consent of the prison authorities as a form of deterrent for other political prisoners. 

Zadrochke raskovyryat tselku (to pop a slut’s cherry) 
Group defloration in a female prison for minors of a scorned victim, performed by 
authoritative inmates by pushing a toothbrush case, a spoon, ete. into the vagina. 

Za nakolki otvechaesh? (can you vouch for your tattoos?) 
A question addressed by authoritative prisoners to newly arrived inmates. Each prisoner 
is responsible for his tattoos, because they must represent his true position in the 
criminal hierarchy. If any of his tattoos do not correspond to his rank, he is forced — under 
penalty of severe torture or death — to remove them with a knife, sandpaper, or a piece 
of glass. Refusals result in the most severe battering for imposture. 

Zapodolit govnoedku (to shame the shit-eater) 
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A widespread form of humiliation for shunned prisoners in female prisons for minors. 
‘The victim’s skirt is pulled up and tied over her head. Then her underpants are taken 
off and the victim is seated in snow, a puddle, mud, or a plot of stinging nettles. 

Zaryadit kankan xa zapadlo (to dance a cancan for breaching [the thieves’ law]) 
A heinous form of execution carried out by authoritative prisoners, widespread in 
northern Gulag prison camps. The victim is stripped naked and his feet are cut off. Then 
they are forced to dance, while the perpetrators poke him with knives and crowbars which 
have been heated up in the barracks stove. The execution ends when the victim falls on 
the floor and a crowbar is inserted two feet deep, into his anus. Sometimes the crowbar 
is inserted deeper, until it appears at the throat. 

Za svoi slova otvechaesh? (can you back that up?) 
A question addressed to a prisoner by the inmates. According to the thieves’ law, a 
prisoner must answer to the authoritative criminals for every word or phrase he says. In 
remote northern prison camps, where idle talk is inadmissible, serious injuries or even 
murders can occur as a result of a rash insult. Because of this law convicts from the south 
or west of Russia, including many so-called tough racketeers, are mortally afraid of 
ending up in a northern or Siberian prison. 

Zakhotel letet, perdet i kakat? (feel like flying, farting, and shitting?) 
A warning to an underage victim by low-life or lumpen peers in specialised prisons for 
juveniles before a cruel punishment. The punishment involves beating up the victim, 
shoving him inside a bedside cupboard, and throwing it out of a window or off the roof 
of a building. The perpetrators then rush to observe the outcome of their execution. 

Zashvabrit lokha/fraera (to broomstick a lokh/fraer; lokh or fraer ‘uninitiated outsider’) 
By an order of authoritative criminals, as a punishment for an offence, the handle of a 
broom or mop is inserted into the anus to a depth of up to ten inches. The other end is 
tied to the victim’s feet, preventing him or her from getting up from the floor. This torture 
was widespread in Gulag prisons for both men and women. Such cruel tortures were never 
used in hard labour prisons during the ‘cursed czarist regime’. 

Indijsky krant (the Indian krant; from kranty ‘finished, done in’) 
A form of execution of a criminal using a hacksaw, by direct order of an authoritative 
criminal, or as a result of a criminal council. 

Karandash zasunut (to stick a pencil up) 
An execution of a criminal by inserting a crowbar, or the stick of a broom or mop, into 
the anus to a depth of up to two feet by direct order of an authoritative criminal, as a result 
of a criminal council, or by order of prison authorities (against political prisoners). This 
form of torture became widespread in the Gulag prisons after the decree of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Council of the USSR of 26th May 1947, which abolished the death 
penalty for murder of one or more people. 

Krugovoe poluchalovo (round robin beating up) 
Mutual beating of inmates in a prison cell, ordered by an authoritative criminal as 
punishment; the manifestation of the ‘one for all’ principle (when everybody is responsible 
for one person’s misdeeds). The misdeeds may include failure to overdo the labour quota, 
production of defective goods, slow work, etc. The authoritative criminal personally 
beats those who do not demonstrate enough enthusiasm in beating their fellow cellmates 
and kicks them with heavy boots, punches them, or hits them with a stick or a toilet plunger. 
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Lek s gemoglobinom i kvasom (a lek with hemoglobin and kvas; lek ‘oral sex between 
women’, kvas ‘bread drink’ made from black or rye bread) 
A form of humiliation in prisons for women. Under the threat of a beating, an authoritative 
thief forces the shunned inmates (zadrochkas, zadryuchkas, suchonkas) to lick her 
menstrual blood. 

Napyalit trusy na tykou (to pull a pair of panties over the melon) 
A form of punishment or entertainment whereby authoritative criminals in women’s 
prisons put a pair of underpants on the head of a shunned inmate, then beat her with 
brooms or wet, twisted bed sheets, until she is covered in bruises. 

Obmenyatsa kobylkami/korovkami/kurochkami/nevestami (to swap brides) 
An exchange by authoritative female criminals, active lesbians, of their passive partners 
for a few sessions of intercourse. As a token of friendship, authoritative thieves exchange 
their passive lesbian partners like slaves for a short time, or until either the active or the 
passive lesbian is discharged from prison. Afterwards passive lesbians are often unwilling 
to live with a man, as they believe that only a woman can properly satisfy another woman. 

Obmenyatsa petukhami (to swap roosters) 
As a token of friendship, criminals in prisons exchange their passive homosexual partners 
with other privileged, active homosexuals. Natural passive homosexuals are particularly 
valuable, due to their appealing feminine physique and ‘woman's soul’. 

Oserebrit (to silver-plate someone) 
A punishment whereby mercury from two or three broken thermometers, stolen from the 
prison hospital, is forced down the throat of an offending criminal. A long, drawn-out death, 
sometimes lasting for years, 

Otmorozhenny, otmorozok podnarnik (lame-brained, moronic; also an extremist) 
‘A convicted racketeer, a pawn and a goon. When out of prison, he prefers to wear a 
raspberry-coloured jacket and a long black overcoat. (‘These raspberry-coloured jackets 
are considered to be a uniform of the ‘New Russians’ who emerged after perestroika, Their 
lifestyle is generally characterised by bad taste and a love of ostentation. Outside the prison 
they have power and use it to get their own way, but inside they are mocked and 
humiliated.] He is not familiar with the thieves’ law, rules, and etiquette. Because of his 
presumptuous behaviour and other misdeeds, he is beaten and becomes an outcast. 

Otkhodit sadrochku skrutkoy (to beat up a slut with a twister) 
Beating of a shunned female prisoner with a wet, twisted bed sheet. 

Pechenku otbit (to beat the liver) 
‘A form of punishment whereby the victim is kicked in the stomach area. The punishment 
is usually inflicted for disobeying the pakhan (an authoritative thief), for a breach of the 
thieves’ law and rules, or for a denunciation. The NKVD, KGB, etc., also ordered 
common criminals to carry out such beatings on political prisoners. 

Podarit/prodat svoego petukha (to give as a gift/sell one’s rooster) 
In the Gulag prison system, an authoritative pakhan who kept several passive homosexuals 
asa harem could sell or give one or two of them as a gift to another authoritative pakhan, 
or exchange them for an object that caught his fancy. 

Poimet vetochku (to get a twig) 
A sadistic card game in which the winner cuts off the loser’s finger or toe (usually the 
little finger or toe, depending on their preliminary agreement), in the presence of other 
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prisoners as witnesses. 

Poimet pelmen (to get a dumpling) 
‘To win an ear or both ears, cutting them off the loser in front of other prisoners who act 
as witnesses. The wounds are usually powdered with hot ashes from the barracks stove. 

Poimet faru (to get a headlamp) 
Asadistic card game, in which the winner carves out the loser’s eye with a knife or pulls 
it out with his fingers in the presence of other prisoners as witnesses. Usually, prisoners 
who have lost everything, including their clothing, will bet one of their eyes. The eye is 
then placed on the table for everyone to see. Criminals use such cruel games to 
demonstrate their strength of spirit, their mercilessness and the sacredness of debt in 
card games in the criminal world. 

Prikryt myakotyu dykh (to cover one’s throat with flesh) 
‘To strangle an unwanted prisoner by direct order of an authoritative criminal or as a result 
ofa criminal council. The victim’s mouth and nose are covered with a palm, while other 
prisoners hold the victim's arms and legs. This method was also used for murdering 
political prisoners. They were then written off with a ‘standard’ cause of death: renal failure, 
stroke, ete. 

Progret trebukhu (to warm up the intestines) 
‘An extreme form of execution reserved for delinquent prisoners in the Gulag, whereby 
the victim is forced onto his hands and knees and a red-hot crowbar is inserted into his. 
rectum, while the criminals (the pakhan’s minions) hold him down. 

Ptichka-khimichka priletnaya (a ‘chemist’ homing pigeon) 
‘A convicted woman who has escaped from a construction site for fear of being raped, 
mugged, or beaten by male ex-conviets (‘chemists’). She then chooses to return to the 
woman's prison to finish her term, even though she had been on parole for good behaviour 
or over-fulfilling the quota. 

Razbit faneru (to crack the plywood) 
Breaking the victim’s chest with a hammer. This form of torture was often practised in 
juvenile prisons, where children of the lumpen proletariat would maim the shunned 
teenagers. 

‘Saechki (literally ‘bread rolls’) 
Methodical beatings of an out of favour convict in prison. The victim was hit, kicked, or 
punched in the stomach, liver, kidneys, solar plexus, head, or testicles. Also widespread 
in specialised institutions for difficult children and juvenile prisons, and practised by 
children of the lumpen proletariat. 

Svoim petukhom ugostit (to treat someone to one’s rooster) 
In the Gulag prison system, an authoritative pakhan would offer his ‘slave’ — his personal 
(young and handsome) passive homosexual, as a token of friendship or respect, to any 
other privileged active homosexual for one or two sessions of intercourse. 

‘Sdelat lastochku (to do a swallow) 
‘To throw an out of favour prisoner from a top floor window by order of the pakhan or by 
mutual agreement of a group of criminals. 

Sotvorit kosyak (to force a kosyak ‘mistake’) 
1. To provoke (through deception) an out of favour prisoner to breach the thieves’ law 
in prison. 2. To find compromising information in the biography of a non-authoritative 
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prisoner: membership in the Komsomol or Communist Party; service in the police 
forces; being a ‘presser’ in the ‘press-hut’ [‘anti-social’ convicts would be driven into 
‘pressing-huts’, where the ‘pressers’ — specially selected criminals — ‘applied the method 
of Leninist physical persuasion’, beating and raping them until they were ‘completely 
broken’, The ‘pressers’ were well-fed from other prisoners’ food parcels and not made 
to do any work. If after his release a ‘presser’ offended again and ended up in a part of 
the zone where his former activities were known, his life was made a living hell. He would 
not usually survive for very long]; a passive homosexual; a record in a psychiatric 
institution; a former political prisoner; etc. 

Sunut bolt, chtoby politzhopa poumnela (to stick a bolt in, in order to make a political 
arse smarter) 
‘An act of forcible sodomy performed by common criminals by order of the NKVD. The 
victims were enemies of the people and contras who refused to work in a sharashka, or 
priests who refused to deny their faith. The common criminals were rewarded with food 
expropriated from parcels meant for other prisoners. 

‘Taburetovka (ftom taburetka ‘stoo!’) 
1, A form of sadism in prisons whereby an out of favour prisoner is hit around the head 
with a wooden stool or a small bench until he loses consciousness. 2. The same act 
performed on a political prisoner by an order of the NKVD. 

‘Turetskaya svadba (Tarkish wedding) 
‘A savage reprisal against an informer in a women’s prison. A shovel handle is inserted 
into the rectum or vagina up to two feet deep, damaging the internal organs and eventually 
killing the victim. 

‘Turnut po mande/pizde meshalkoy (to shove in the cunt with a mixer; to put someone 
in his/her place) 
A term used in women's prisons, referring to the expulsion of a privileged thief from a 
criminal group for not keeping up her promise to the authoritative thieves. 

Ugostit svoej kurochkoy (to treat someone to one’s own hen) 
Asa token of her positive predisposition, an active privileged lesbian offers her passive 
lesbian partner as a slave to another active authoritative lesbian for one or two sessions 
of intercourse. Passive lesbians must take care of and serve their active partners: launder 
clothes, make the bed, comb their hair, massage and bathe them, provide cigarettes, share 
food parcels, make or mend clothing. They must only partner their kobla (husband) during 
prison dances. Jealousy often caused cruel fights at such dances, and injuries were 
common. Both passive and active lesbians participated in these fights. On many occasions, 
after serving their sentences and getting out of prison, a passive lesbian would return to 
her husband or live with a man. Her former active lesbian partner, after being released 
herself, would then kill her former lover. 

Ukontropupit v sortir/klozet (to drown in the outhouse) 
‘To knock out a political prisoner, then drown him in the outhouse. 

Fiksatsiya na shkonke (to affix to a bunk bed) 
‘To punish an out of favour prisoner, on the orders of one of the prison’s criminal 
authorities, by hanging them upside down with their hands tied. 

Khimiki snoshayut i familiyu ne sprashivayut (the ‘chemists’ screw you and don’t ask 
your name) 
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A.common phrase used by convicted women who escaped from the settlement where they 
lived and worked while on parole. There they were gang-raped at night by men on 
parole. Those who attempted to hide underneath beds were pulled out by the arms, legs, 
and hair, then raped on the beds or floor. Pillows were used to muffle the screams. If women 
struggled too much, they were beaten. They were also robbed. As a result, the women 
fled back to prison to finish their prison terms. 

Khorosho ustroitsya (to settle-in to a good place) 
‘To be placed in a prison psychiatric institution, feigning mental illness, until the fraud 
is discovered. 

Khryushki-prilipaly (sticking piggies) 
Female petty thieves who pose as authoritative thieves in prisons where no one knows them, 

Chernye barygi (black profiteers) 
Convicted criminals from the Caucasus who bought fruits and vegetables from villagers 
and small entrepreneurs and sold them in large cities throughout Russia. 

Chernye pripukhshie podnarniki (black brazen podnarniks; literally ‘from under the 
bunk bed’) 
Petty thieves and con artists who posed as local authoritative thieves and extorted money 
from street vendors. When they were imprisoned and their imposture was revealed, 
they became prison outcasts. 

Chernye reki-bespredela (black extremist racketeers) 
1, Sadists who were imprisoned in northern Siberian prisons. They extorted money from 
their victims by torturing them with hot irons, hanging them upside down, raping them, 
or inserting a bottle into the vagina or anus. The old ‘idealist’ legitimate thieves turned 
them into outcasts by ordering other prisoners to forcibly sodomise them as a punishment 
for arrogance, conceit, and imposture. Imposture as a legitimate thief combined with 
extremist behaviour, tarnishes the reputation of the authoritative criminals, the old elite 
of the criminal world. 2. Black mokrushnik racketeers (i.e. those who committed murder) 
also become outcasts. 
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Terms Used to Describe Prisoners of the Gulag 


BOMZHizZ: Bez Opredelennogo Mesta Zhitelstva i Zanyatiya (a homeless person) 
Without an official living space or occupation, judged guilty for a breach of the passport 
code according to Article 192 (1926), and Article 198 (1960), serving a sentence of one 
or two years. They are not respected among the condemned, as they retain the moral and 
physical characteristics of free men. 

Buketniki (bouquet holders) 

‘A male or female prisoner suffering from one or more venereal disease, such as syphilis, 
chancre, the clap, ete. 

Venernye stradalki (suffering Venuses) 

Prostitutes, condemned for the infection of sexual partners with sexually transmitted 
diseases under Article 150 (1926) and Article 115 (1960). 

Glavpetuh (head cockerel) 

An unofficial leader of the prison zone, he has full authority in his contact with subordinate 
leaders of other unofficial groups of the ITU, and participates in the resolution of 
various arguments between those falling under the jurisdiction of the ‘cockerels’. 

Greb v cherdachke (an oar in the attic) 

A spoon poking out of the outer chest pocket of the prisoner’s uniform. It signifies an 
outcast prisoner (a cockerel). This symbol is strictly adhered to by the prison’s rogue 
authorities. 

Gruzchik (a loader) 

A subordinate prisoner, whom the other inmates have forced to take upon himself a crime 
he didn’t commit, for which there is a short sentence (for example, the murder of an 
intruder to the prison zone by thieves). 

Dich lagernaya (camp fowl) 

Shy and withdrawn prisoners in the ITL, especially politicals, to whom, according to 
inmates’ law, the rogue authorities can do whatever they want: rob, beat, rape or kill. 

Dokhodyaga (a goner, a famished person) 

‘The most numerous portion of the inmates of the Gulag, weakened from starvation, broken 
down through heavy labour and diseases, barely able to stand on their feet, for whom the 
rogue authorities have nothing but contempt, not even considering them people, 

Yebanashka (a fucked-up person) 

A mentally retarded prisoner in the ITL-ITK, held in contempt. 

Kolkhoz — ‘Krasny Petukh’ (communal farm - ‘red cockerel’) 

Arow of condemned men in the ITL-ITK, consisting entirely of the untouchables of the 
prison system: cast outs, cockerels, Finns, homosexuals/passive pederasts. ‘They are 
held in separate accommodation, e.g. a barracks or bunker. 

Kosyachny (a deceiver) 

A prisoner who has broken the generally accepted rules of behaviour laid down by the 
unofficial law of prison camp system, who for this reason has lost authority, becoming 
judged, shunned, abandoned and unclean. Other prisoners are forbidden from having 
relations with him, as though he were a savage. 

Kurva s kotelkom (a bitch with a billycan) 

A prisoner released from the camp system, who constantly carries with him a billycan 
containing water. He finds scraps of food in the waste piles of the ITU, and rinses them 
in the can before devouring them. 
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Likhie podnarniki (dashing morons) 
Inmates who have committed street robberies. They are not respected by the old elite 
of thieves in the ITL-ITU, because they could have been victims themselves. For this 
reason they find themselves in a more subordinate position during their incarceration 
than hooligans, petty thieves, profiteers, cattle rustlers, etc. 

Mama (the mother) 
An unofficial leader in the prison hierarchy. Lower in status than the head cockerel. 

Merzopakostnye krysy (repulsive rats) 
‘Those convicted of hooliganism, e.g. defecating in lifts, courtyards, entry halls to blocks 
of flats, scrawling obscenities on the walls of houses, breaking lifts, burning and breaking 
postboxes and doors to blocks of flats, vandalising mansions, trees, garden benches, 
equipment in both children’s and sporting playgrounds, breaking mirrors in houses, 
electric lamps, street lamps, breaking and ripping out the ear pieces of phones in public 
booths. All this vandalism was done in secret, without witnesses. 

Miner (a mine layer) 
‘Tried for hooliganism, e.g. the greasing with excrement of door handles to blocks of flats 
and flats themselves, also on the banisters of staircases and for dumping rubbish into 
neighbours’ saucepans and kettles in a communal flat. Both men and women of the lumpen 
proletariat fall into this category of filth. 

Mokhnoryly upyr (a shaggy-faced ghoul) 
‘Those convicted of the rape of young children and young girls. 

Mokhnoryly chert (a shaggy-faced devil) 
‘Tried for bestial acts with minors under Articles 120 and 152 (1926). 

Neprikasaemy (an untouchable) 
A prisoner who has been the victim of homosexual rape by one or a group of prisoners. 
Morally and physically broken, they have lost human appearance, and suffer a similar status 
to that of a pederast. Many bestial acts are committed upon them (e.g. beating their legs). 
‘They have to carry out the filthiest menial jobs in the ITU. Other prisoners are not allowed 
to touch them with their hands, beating them only with their feet. It is forbidden to take 
or use anything belonging to them, as though they were infected. Prisoners of the camp 
are not allowed to give anything to them ~ if they did they would be beaten to death. At 
the table, the club and in the general running of the ITL-ITK they occupy a rear 
position, The administration of the ITU is forced to collect all of them into one group, 
to keep them in separate accommodation, have a separate place for them in the canteen, 
and to give them separate crockery and spoons marked with rusty holes, in order to spare 
them beatings, rape and murder. However, upon release from the prison camp these 
prisoners, to rebuild their confidence, commit the most atrocious, terrible and bloody 
crimes, thereby avenging their souls for years of inhuman subordination. Their victims 
are usually children, women and elderly people, none of whom could offer any serious 
resistance. One cannot pity these prisoners under any circumstances — they are guilty of 
the most serious crimes. If they complain the administration always answers, ‘We did not 
invite you here; you wanted to come yourself.” 

Obdristanny na portret (shit-splattered for a portrait) 
Convicted from the suit of krasnozhopye paviony (the red-arsed baboons) they are 
former Communists, members of VLKSM, who have committed a crime for the second 
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time and have consequently been sentenced to imprisonment. With the aim of 
demoralising them, thugs force them to sleep on the barrack floor, once the outer doors 
to the quarters have been closed, they defecate on their faces and clothes. 

Obizhenka (the offended one) 
‘A prisoner who has been homosexually raped or is the victim of some other type of 
degrading act as a punishment for breaking the unofficial laws, rules and etiquette of the 
prison camp system. 

Obmaknuty (the baptized) 
A prisoner punished by the otritsalovka for delinquency by slamming their head into the 
slop-bucket or toilet bowl. The women's otritsalovka performs similar acts on delinquents 
in the female ITL-ITK, for they are no better in their sophistication and beastliness than 
the men. In some cases they may even exceed the men in attempting to mock, taunt and 
subordinate their victims through subtle sadism. 

Papa (the daddy) 
‘An unofficial leader of a row of cells or a brigade of prisoners, including cockerels, and 
Finns, who is lower in rank than the head cockerel and the elder cockerel, but higher in 
rank than a mama; all these unofficial leaders are by their very nature active and passive 
pederasts, and as a rule they are ‘combine harvesters’ who have wives and children in their 
lives outside the camp. 

Plotnik (a carpenter) 
A thief who is facing expulsion from his group of rogue leaders at the command of the 
council of thieves, for failing to fulfil an obligation handed down by the zone authorities, 
or for a grave breach of prison camp thieves’ law. As a result he has to commit a self-abasing 
act in the presence of other rogues: he is made to put a penis behind his ear, in the same 
way that a carpenter carries a pencil behind his ear at work. 

Podmetaly-petushnya (sweeping cockerels) 
A suit of untouchables in certain areas of the prison, who act as janitors in taboo places 
such as public toilets. They wash the floors in the barracks and the industrial zone, they 
sweep the ground and dig up and soften the earth in the forbidden zone, between the 
main compound and surrounding barbed wire fences. Participation in this kind of work 
is considered by the other prisoners to be beneath their status. 

Podnarniki (those under a plank [bunk] bed) 
Prisoners who are beaten, submissive and broken in spirit. They have been released, but 
for fun the guards force them to remain under a plank bed from dusk till dawn as an 
‘educational measure’. Such prisoners include: 


‘The unofficial leader of the brigade or prison row of the downcast, convicted under Article 
154 (1926) and Article 121 (1960) for committing sodomy. He has inherent inclinations 
toward active and passive pederasty, with a track record from a young age (usually male 
pop artists and actors find this activity exciting; the female sex prefers lesbianism); he 
participates in the resolution of arguments and conflicts between the untouchables of 
the prison camp. 
Suchka-zhuchka (little bitch) 

A convicted, petty female thief, who has stolen from the personal effects of her friends 
in the dormitory and from the female convicts (items such as food, cigarettes, papers, 
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matches, sugar and sweets). For this ‘rattiness’ she has been beaten over the head with 
underpants by a group of prisoners and is thereby automatically ‘lowered’ into the ranks 
of the untouchables in the female prison camp system. 

Suchonka-gounoedka (the bitch shit-eater) 
A big slut, a petty thief, who has been sentenced to imprisonment in the female ITL- 
ITK, she is spiritually and physically broken, and has had her head dunked into a toilet 
as a result of squabbling, spreading gossip or bad mouthing female prisoners, and is 
therefore ‘lowered’ into the ranks of the untouchables. 

Suchonka-sukhodrochka (the bitch dry-masturbator) 
A convicted former member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union who is an 
embezzler of state and society funds. 

Trakhnuty (fucked) 
A mentally retarded prisoner, held in contempt by all. 

‘Trinadtsaty otryad (the thirteenth row) 
A special brigade in the zone of the ITL-ITK, consisting entirely of afflicted prisoners; 
such a brigade is the prison’s underbelly. 

‘Tryakhomudiya (the useless) 
Prisoners without any authority, who are incapable of standing up for themselves. 
Somewhat mentally retarded, they hold no opinions of their own and are cowardly by nature. 

‘Titan’ iz psikhushki (a ‘Titan’ from a madhouse) 
A prisoner held in contempt, psychologically unstable, recuperating in the psychiatric ward 
of the prison hospital. He has been delivered to a place of imprisonment as a ‘convalescent’ 
to sit out his sentence. 

Uskoglazy churnyla (a slitty-eyed fool) 
Aprisoner of Asian descent, who is despised by the prisoners of Russian descent and the 
thugs and chauvinists of the ITL-ITK. 

Unitaz Unitazovich Govnoedov (toilet bow] — son of toilet bow! — shit-eater) 
A prisoner-bytovik without authority, who has had his head dunked into a toilet bowl or 
slop bucket full of faeces and urine. 

Fantomas (Fantomas is the central character from the popular French crime novels 
written between 1913 and 1963, a number of which were also made into films) 
A psychologically abnormal prisoner, who, instead of being imprisoned in the psychiatric 
hospital of the MVD prison system, is being held in the ITL-ITK. 

‘Tselochnik (a rapist) 
An afflicted prisoner, convicted of rape. 

Cheburashka (a cartoon character from the 1966 children’s story by Eduard Uspensky) 
A despised younger passive pederast, held in the educational and work colony. He is the 
victim of pranks, subjugations and other revolting acts at the hands of the other younger 
rogue prisoners. 

Chert s krasnym obosrannym khvostom (the devil with a red shitty whip) 
A despised prisoner, formerly a member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
who has now become an ‘under the plank bed victim’. 

‘Shakalye (jackals) 
Petty thief prisoners, who are ‘under plank bed victims’. 

Erzats (a fake) 
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A mentally retarded, psychologically abnormal prisoner from the camp system, who has 
arrived from the psychiatric hospital of the MVD after being ‘cured’ in order to sit out 
a short sentence in the prison system. 
Yazychnik (a heathen) 

A political prisoner convicted under the Article 58-10 (1926) for anti-Soviet agitation, who 
has been raped by the rogues of the prison on the orders of the NKVD-MGB. As a reward 
for this misdeed they received imported food products. Similar debasement and 
subjugation of political prisoners in the Gulag was a common occurrence. 


Prevalent Diseases and IlInesses Among Prisoners of the Gulag 


Main Diseases Found Among Inmates of the Gulag 


Distrophy: was widespread due to chronic hunger, excessively heavy physical labour, 
and the general weakening of the body. It prematurely ended the lives of millions of 
prisoners ~ slaves of the Communist prison system. 

Diptheria: common in corrective-labour colonies for juveniles, and more rarely in adult 
CLC-CLC [collective-labour colonies, collective-labour camps]. 

Pellagra: a skin illness caused by vitamin deficiency and constant hunger. The skin 
becomes uneven and rough, and covered in bloody cracks and tumours. 

Syphilis: became common after the Second World War (1941-1945), originating from 
both local and ‘brought in’ sources (mainly European countries). It was able to spread 
through poor medical attention, and the inadequacy or complete absence of medical 
supplies. 

Gonorrhoea: this was widespread after the Second World War among both prisoners 
and citizens of the free population. Before the war gonorrhoea was a rare disease in the 
Soviet Union. 

‘Tuberculosis: appeared in various forms and was the scourge of all VK, CLC- 
CLCs, It became significantly more common after the creation of the Communist Gulag 
system. This was due to chronic hunger, exhausting work, bad living conditions, over- 
crowding, poor medical services, and the lack of, or total absence of medicine. At the end 
of the 1940s and the beginning of the 1950s between thirty and thirty-five per cent of Gulag 
prisoners were suffering from tuberculosis, with a high mortality rate, especially in the 
north and Siberian corrective-labour camps and colonies. 


Psychological Illnesses of Prisoners (in camp language) 


Gonki (races) 
A persecution mania which develops from the constant strain of the struggle for survival. 

Zhor (voracious appetite) 
Aprisoner from the dregs of the camp, who is never full due to the systematic consumption 
of balanda (low-calorie skilly/gruel). 

Zhorny/Zhornayal-kurva s Kotletom (a person with a voracious appetite and a pot) 
A prisoner from the dregs of the camp who has let himself go spiritually and physically. 
He constantly carries with him a jar of water, in which floats ‘food’ that has been found 
on the rubbish dump of the CLC-CLC: fish heads, skeletons with tails, potato peelings, 
various vegetable pieces and so on. They lick clean, ‘make as smooth as plaster’, the bowls 
from the dining hall and everything they find is consumed with a raging hunger, from 
which they are never free. Victims of ridicule and mockery, they are kicked for the 
slightest misdeed (they cannot be punched as anyone who touches them with their 
hands becomes ‘unclean’ or ‘fouled’ themselves). 

Zhizneradostnyie (cheerful) 
Prisoners in both male and female detention centres, and also corrective-labour colonies 
for juveniles. They do not present a danger to those around them. 

Zaboboshenny (cuckoo) 
A prisoner who, when deprived of freedom after his arrest, inquest and court case, 
constantly thinks about his family. This affects his behaviour, and his ability to fulfil 
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assigned work. He becomes reserved and answers questions wrongly. 

Zadvinutye na Valta (obsessed with the jack/knave in playing cards) 
Prisoners who, even though they are guilty, constantly think about revenge (including 
murder) against those who deprived them of their freedom. Victims, witnesses and 
those who work for police are the focus of their obsession. ‘This condition is found in 
‘women as well as men. 

Kobel-samoyed (male dog-samoyed) 
‘A mentally backward prisoner-masturbator, who hangs a photograph or publication in 
front of himself containing an image of a woman. After achieving orgasm he eats his own 
sperm. They are the lowest of the low of the camp. 

Shastlivye (the happy ones) 
A petty bureaucrat, a Soviet man (sovok — person with Soviet mentality). These are 
psychologically damaged prisoners, who cannot comprehend or come to terms with the 
fact that they are in a place of detention. They are placed by the administration into inter- 
regional special psychiatric prison hospitals belonging to the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
for the USSR. This condition affects men, women, and juveniles. 

U nego|neyo gus otorvalsya (his/her goose has escaped) 
A mental illness among prisoners where the victim perceives everything around them to 
be unreal. They cannot orientate themselves in space and time, don’t remember their 
surnames, their former address or the Article of the Criminal Code by which they have 
been sentenced. They confuse day and night, and do not recognise their relations. 


Causes of Death in the Gulag 


Death in the Gulag could be the result of any of the following: illness, incidents on site, 
explosions, avalanches, accidents, floods, fires, murder, inter-camp settling of scores (on 
the order of thieves with authority the camp administration NKGB-MGB), the suppression 
of strikes, uprisings, during escape attempts and torture during questioning. However 
inmates might die, the administration would only use the following standard medical 
diagnoses when listing the cause of death: 

1, Acute heart attack. 

2, Extensive myocardial infarction. 

3. Acute kidney insufficiency. 

4, Stroke. 

5. Fatal liver cancer. 


Places of Burial and Graves of Gulag Prisoners 


1. Ammonatnik — a hole blasted into the permafrost. 

2. Empty coal mineshafts — after the corpses were thrown in they were covered with lime 
chloride or rubbish and earth. The next load would then be dumped on top. 

3. Individual burials - in camp cemeteries, the corpses were buried in written-off 
clothing, paper sacks — ‘bags’ and wooden coffins - ‘pea jackets’. 

4. Business trip/mission/into the ocean — in the northern camps of Siberia during the 
winter months, it was commonplace to lower naked corpses under the ice through a hole 
which had been cut for this purpose. 
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Names for Camp Cemeteries 


In the language of the prisoners, camp cemeteries were called: 
. ‘The Embrace of Communism.’ 

2. ‘Into the bright future of Sovdepiya (the Soviet world).’ 

3. ‘The dead-end of Socialism.’ 

4. “The slag-heap of human material.’ 

5. ‘The Zek sanatorium.’ 

‘The farewell phrase said to a Gulag prisoner dying of constant hunger, excessive work, 
illness, or killed by other prisoners was: ‘Joyfully he arrived at Communism, at the 
bright dawn of humanity!” 
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Prisoner's Sadistic Games, Jokes and Entertainment 


Balalaika (the balalaika) 
[Ajoke played inside the cell. When the victim is asleep, rolled up pieces of paper are placed 
between his fingers and set alight. The victim wakes up because of the pain, making 
movements with his hands similar to that of playing the balalaika. 

Bashmak na dykhalku (a shoe on one’s chest) 
When the victim is asleep after a long day's work in the industrial zone, the ofritsaly 
(members of the otritsalovka collectively) use a shoelace to tie a boot to his genitals and 
place it on his chest, under his chin. When the victim wakes up, he throws the shoe from 
his body, causing himself great pain. 

Vaterpasnut (Dutch term for measuring levels, used in construction) 
“To drop a brick, breezeblock or other heavy object from a great hight on to a person below 
and then disappear. This joke is usually played from the roof or window of the work house. 
Occasionally this causes serious injury or death to the victim. 

Vvesti narkoz (to administer anaesthetic) 
To knock out the victim with a blow from a heavy object. 

Velociped (the bicycle) 
Similar to ‘the balalaika’: when the victim is asleep, rolled up pieces of paper are placed 
between the toes and set alight. With the rising temperature the victim wakes up, 
recreating the actions of pedalling a bicycle 

Zapodolit poblyadushku (to pull up a slut’s hem) 
Played on a gir! or woman, generally those belonging to the lumpen-proletariat, whose 
only value in male prisons are their sexual organs. Before she is gang raped, the vietim’s 
skirt or dress is lifted and tied over her head, then objects are pushed up her vagina. These 
may include: crushed-up empty cigarette packets, cigarette butts, matchboxes, wine bottle 
corks, leftover snacks, a pine cone (if in a park or forest), a large branch from a bramble 
bush. ‘The intention is that the victim only realises what the items are later. This type 
of unpleasant situation could befall girls from decent families as well. 

Igra na sakharok ili pederasta (playing for a sugar-cube or your virtue) 
Cunning inmates from the oiritsalovka, lure inexperienced inmates into a game of 
cards, where the price of losing can be the vietim’s manhood. 

Mokhnushku prichastit (to baptize the cunt) 
‘To urinate on a drunk woman's vagina after copulation. 

Mena poveselit s podzharokj (to make a man laugh by frying his meat) 
Away of extorting money and other things of value. The body is burnt with an electric 
iron, and an electrode is pushed into the victim’s anus. 

Opustit vtikhouyu (to lower quietly) 
One of the most despicable acts of humiliation used on urban convicts by convicted 
hoodlums from the otritsalovka. A physically strong grown man, of solid character, who 
is unaware of the authority of the other convicts, would have a convict’s penis (or a rag 
soaked in sperm or vaginal fluids), wiped across his lips at night when he is sleeping. ‘This 
is done in the presence of a group of ‘witnesses’ with the intention of ‘lowering’ the vietim 
into the cast of the fallen or downcast. Women would be ‘lowered’ into the class of 
whores and pigs. 

Podlyanshiki krysy i krysyata (leaders of the rats and baby rats) 
An initiation rite that takes place in a large block of flats. The lifts must be broken then 
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defecated in, and faeces must be smeared on the door handles of all flats and the block’s 
main entrance. Faeces must be left in all the flower boxes and hallways. Broken glass from 
the windows is scattered on the first and second floors. The entrances and doors to the 
flats are set on fire, the locks are broken and the electric doorcode destroyed. Everything 
is graffitied, all the lights are broken, the postboxes are burnt, the rubbish and bins are 
set alight, any rubbish skips are beaten out of shape. All benches are broken, all facilities 
such as playgrounds or sports areas are also destroyed, trees are cut down and plants 
uprooted. Any pigeons, cats or dogs found in the area are captured, tortured and killed. 
‘This type of initiation is carried out by homeless children, children with a troubled history 
(who attend special schools), children who are underage offenders and recent inmates 
of child correctional colonies. 

Pogladit ruchnikom po tykve (to stroke the pumpkin) 
‘To corral the victim into a doorway or park with the intention of robbing them. The victim 
is hit on the head with a hammer, her earrings are stolen, along with any other valuable 
items that can be found in the victim’s handbag. 

Poteshitsya (to have fun) 
A sadistic game carried out after the rape of a woman, whereby her genitalia are poked 
with a broom or any other bristly object at hand. 

Prichastit kosmocha za grev (to take communion for a parcel) 
‘To forcefully sodomise a member of the clergy, with the objective of humiliating the victim. 
Carried out on the orders of the NKVD-MGB, afterwards the rapist would be rewarded 
with food or cigarettes by the authorities in gratitude for this act. 

Rekratsukha bychkov i telok (recreation with bulls and calves) 
To take a hostage for ransom, 

Seans dat (to give a show) 
With the intention of causing mischief, the perpetrator has sexual intercourse with a drunk 
woman in front of a large crowd of people. Her legs are lifted high and the man sings 
various rude verses. 

Soedinit Volgu s Donom (to connect the Volga to the Don) 
‘A form of sadistic rape, whereby the vaginal crevice and anal cavity are stretched together 
using one’s fingers, ignoring the protests of the victim. 

Spustit podlyanku na podlyanku (to trick a trickster) 
‘To goad three groups of convicts into fighting for a joke, then make peace. 

Surpris-mina (the surprise mine) 
‘To defecate in the flat one is robbing, the faeces are then concealed for the owner of the 
apartment to discover later. 

Upyr mokhnoryly (the mossy ghoul) 
‘The condemnation of paedophiles and those who brutally and viciously rape women. In 
one case a criminal stretched the orifices of his victims for his own amusement, and to 
give them something to remember him by. The nature of the man’s crimes were made 
known to the staff and inmates at the prison he was sent to, so that the inmates could 
fully understand ‘who is who’ and carry out their own form of justice. 

‘Shlyumku nadryuchit na kumpol (to put a bowl on the crown) 
Practised in order to humiliate the victim and amuse the perpetrators. A full bowl of prison 
gruel is emptied over the head of a randomly selected victim. 
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Shutka (the joke: sadistic recreational acts) 
1: To pour petrol or kerosene over an unsuspecting sleeping convict and set fire to him. 
Usually the petrol was only poured onto the lower half of the body. 2: ‘To hammer a nail 
through the victims stool or bench. 3: To urinate or pour acid into the victim’s water jug. 
4: To spread axle grease over a bench, or to cover the floor around it with ball-bearings. 
5: To place a large breezeblock above a door, so when it is opened the block falls directly 
onto the vietim’s head. 6: To place excrement inside the bread ration. 7: To place a lighted 
cigarette inside the victim's jacket pocket. 8: To attach an electrode to a metal door handle, 
9: To defecate into an unsuspecting convict’s shoes during the night. 

‘Shutka chernozhopykh i zheltomordykh =verey (a joke played on black-arsed and yellow- 
faced beasts) 
Carried out on those of Circassian or Asian origins. The victim was castrated and his 
testicles were stuffed in his mouth, he was then forced to swallow them, nearly choking 
in the process. The attackers did not kill him so that when they were caught, they would 
receive a lighter sentence. 

Ersats-estradnik (a phoney performer) 
Asa joke and a form of exhibitionism, the perpetrator exposes his genitalia to women and 
young children (especially girls). Accompanied with rude gestures. 

Yaponskoye/Gruzinskoye tango (the Japanese/Georgian tango) 
‘A form of sadistic recreation and a method of settling disputes between blatnye. ‘Two 
blindfolded convicts fight each other with knives of identical size and length, surrounded 
by completely silent inmates. The first serious drawing of blood decides the fight. After 
the tango all sins and debts are forgiven. A display of courage like this was reserved for 
blatnye only. 
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Terms Used to Describe the Actions of the Prison System Administration 


Avtoruchka, list bumagi ili kher v ochko? (a pen, a piece of paper or a cock up the arse?) 
‘The offer made to a thief by the authorities to compel him into renouncing the thieves’ 
world. If he refused he was placed in a khata (pressing cell) where pressers (see page 
213) would torture and anally rape him ‘in chorus’, until he agreed to abandon his 
thieving ways. 

Aktivny raskol (rigorous interrogation) 

An interrogation where the victim was beaten up and water poured over him every time 
he lost consciousness. 

Baranyee kresty (ram's crosses) 

‘This system of marking a convict’s file began in 1947. Following the repeal of the death 
penalty for murder, the camp court would only add a twenty-five year sentence for this 
crime, leading to a dramatic increase in murders among convicts. Red pencil crosses were 
marked in the personal file of any prisoner who killed in this way. Some convicted thieves 
had over ten crosses; their victims were usually politicals. 

Bely Lebed ITU (the White Swan Prison) 

‘The conditions created by the administration at this prison, were particularly cruel. 
Inmates were suppressed and subjected to intense physiological pressure. Even an 
authoritative ‘thief in law’ could be raped or lowered in other ways. 

Bez poslednego (minus the last one) 

‘The methodical execution of prisoners by firing squad, after the order Vykhodi na 
rabotu (come out to work). To discourage lingering in the barracks the last convict to line 
up for work after this command would be taken beyond the guarded zone and executed, 

Birka zeka (a convict’s label) 

Before dead convicts were allowed to be buried, a piece of plywood or hard piece of card 
measuring no more than 6 by 8 centimetres would be tied to the big toe of the body using 
wire or twine. The label would carry the details of the inmate, written with a lead pencil. 
‘The graphite of the pencil would keep well in the soil, in the event of future exhumation. 

Bich otlovlenny dlya scheta (citizens caught for the quota) 

A number of convicts would escape from every Gulag convoy. To make up the balance 
vagrants were caught at railway stations and press-ganged into the carriages, On arrival 
at the ITL these innocent citizens would be given over to the system, despite their protests. 
It might take years before the ‘mistake’ was officially recognised. Even then it was often 
less trouble for the authorities to keep these ‘suspects’ rather than let them out. 

Bolty v khezalnik ili avtoruchka i bumaga?(a bolt [cock] in the arse or a pen and paper?) 
‘The offer made to blatnye otritsaly (prisoners who refuse to submit to the prison rules). 
‘They were forced to write a text renouncing their criminal life then read it over the zone’s 
public announcement system. It would tell of their ‘wish to step on the path to correction 
and work, and to be of use to society’. If they refused they were placed into a khata (pressing 
cell) where they would be beaten and raped. 

Bumerang (the boomerang) 

To discourage complaints from the convicts, any allegations made about a specific 
employee of the ITU were delt with by the same employee. 

Vstoylo zagnat ili otritsalu vydat zamuzh (into the cowshed or to marry off an ofritsala, 
i.e a member of the ofritsalokva) 

Anyone who breaks the regime and refused to work, would be placed in a special cell where 
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he'd be beaten up and raped under the instructions of the administration. 

Zabytye (the forgotten ones) 
Citizens were sometimes arrested by the NKVD-MVD without official orders and placed 
in over-crowded cells with those who had already been sentenced. When the time came 
to transfer the prisoners to the Gulag everyone in the cell was transported, including those 
without official orders. Once they reached the camp they would only be freed with much 
difficulty, often after months or years had passed. 

Zadelat paskhalnogo gusya (to make an Easter goose) 
A recidivist thief would be placed in a pressing cell, tied into a mattress cover and hung 
up for hours or even days. He would have no option but to urinate and defecate in his 
clothes. After being allowed out of the cover to eat, he was rehung. This was an effective 
method of making the thief renounce the criminal authorities. Following this torture they 
would put his excrement-covered trousers on his head and place him in a cell of thieves. 

Zadelat paskhalnogo gusya s rikhtovkoy (to flatten an Easter goose) 
A recidivist thief was placed in a pressing cell with a gag in his mouth, where he was tied 
in a mattress cover and laid on the floor. There he would be beaten with broomhandles 
and kicked. During this beating his persecutors demand that he renounce the thieves 
clan, then they release him from the cover. If he refuses to renounce they replace it and 
continue beating him until they get a positive result. 

Zatknut klyap (to plug with a gag) 
When a condemned convict is taken from his cell to be shot, a special soft gag is used 
which has straps similar to those of a gas mask. This prevents him from screaming. 

Zonu zaglushit (to suppress the zone) 
‘The administration would take all the ofritsaly (including their leaders, who had a 
hostile attitude to the camp regime), out of the ITK, and transport them to camps in the 
distant northern tundra and Siberian forest. This would help secure order and discipline 
among the remaining convicts by controlling the regime, reinforcing re-education and 
improving the productivity of their labour in the industrial zone. 

Zonu slomat (to break the zone) 
Special forces of the MVD would enter the zone to bring the regime to order, usually where 
the inmates had rebelled against the despotism of the thieves, who had been ruling over 
them. They would pick out the blatnye who had deliberately ‘defrosted’ the zone, 
provoking riots, and take them to the pre-trial detention centre. ‘There they would be 
sentenced to between eight and fifteen years imprisonment or the death penalty, then 
transferred to other prison regime camps in distant northern and Siberian areas. 

Klassovy podkhod (class attitude) 
‘The protective attitude of the law enforcement agencies toward the nomenclatura who. 
stole state and communal property. 

Koridor ognevoy (fire corridor) 
‘The forbidden zone was surrounded by barbed wire (during the winter months the snow 
wasn’t removed from this area, in summer the ground was raked over). This zone was 
alarmed, and in the dark it would be lit with electric lamps and spotlights. ‘The main fence 
was painted white, both inside and out, to make it easier to see escapees. Guards had the 
right to shoot to kill anyone entering this area. 

Lokalnaya vyshka (watchtower) 
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‘A tower where during the day a convict activist would be on duty, keeping an eye on the 
camp, making sure order is observed. He would have a local telephone connected to the 
reception desk, the checkpoint (KPP) and the assistant head of the camp on duty 
(DPNK) as well as the head office of the ITK. 

Matsatka (a forty gallon barrel) 
‘A form of execution by the VChK. The victim was placed into a barrel lined with sharp 
nails which was then rolled around until he was dead. When removed from the barrel the 
body would be almost completely drained of blood. 

‘Metodom leninskogo phizicheskogo ubezhdeniya (the Lenin method of physical persuasion) 
Interrogation with sadistic tortures using instruments and technical means. 

Na zaprethu vygnat (to send onto the forbidden zone) 
‘To make the newly arrived convicts work constructing the forbidden zone. They would 
place the barbed wire, paint the fence white and dig the ground. This work was considered 
to be sapadlo (beneath their dignity) by the other convicts. For the administration it was 
an effective method of discovering the otritsaly among the newly arrived. They were placed 
in SHIZO (solitary confinement) for refusing this type of work, and marked out by the 
administration as potential breakers of the ITL regime in the future. 

Na porevo prodat kuratku-chukhnu (to sell a girl from the Baltic states) 
‘Thieves, who had already bought girls from the NKVD during their transportation to the 
Gulag, would then sell these (political) girls from the Baltics to other criminals for 
money or goods. ‘These transactions would take place on the way to castern Siberia or 
Komi-ASSR. The thieves law allowed her new owner to strangle or stab the girl if she 
did anything wrong, to give her up to satisfy the sexual needs of other convicts in the 
carriage or to sell her as a slave to another criminal. ‘The guard would have already 
written her off as dead on the journey (among political prisoners the death rate was very 
high). Beautiful young girls from the Baltic states were more valuable than those from 
western Ukraine and Modolvia. This trade was very common in the1940s. 

NKVDevsky bespredel KPSS (the excesses of the NKVD of the Communist Party) 
‘The various methods of taking away a person's humanity in the Gulag through hunger, 
humiliation, torture, beatings, spiritual and physical suppression with the real threat to 
health and life. All these methods were legitimised by the Communist ideology of the 
elimination of enemies. 

Obwalka (dissection) 
After executions in prison, the corpses were chopped up using butchers’ axes, the body 
parts would then be placed into a powerful electric cutter. The resulting ‘minced meat’ 
was mixed with the prison sewage, put through the treatment plant, then disposed of in 
canals, ditches and rivers. 

Obvinilovka s gruzom (indictment with burden) 
Convicts who were suffering from drug addiction and alcoholism were additionally 
sentenced to forced treatment at the ITU, where they would serve their term until both 
the medical commission and the court decided to release them. No amnesty, free pardon 
or release on parole was applied to such prisoners. 

Oblomnaya kamera (the breaking cell) 
A special prison cell where, on the orders of the administration, the prisoners (including 
politicals), were ‘firmly put on the road to correction’ using ‘the methods of physical 
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persuasion’: tortures, beatings and the rape of both men and women. 

Pérdilnik (the farting room) 
A special ‘freezer cell’ in the prison, a SHIZO without glass (only bars) in the window, 
where the temperature is the same as in the guarded zone outside. Ferocious ofritsaly, 
authoritative thieves, and politicals were placed here wearing nothing but their underwear, 
for two to three hours, in temperatures up to twenty-five degrees below freezing. The 
aim of this punishment was re-education. 

Petushinaya Uralskaya zona (cockerel’s Ural zone) 
‘The MVD set up an experimental colony where they brought inmates who had been 
‘lowered’ from different ITKs across the country with the intention of saving them 
from discrimination, torture, beatings and rape. It was in this colony that the slaves of 
the slaves showed what they were capable of. The cruellest settling of scores began, with 
murders, stabbings, rapes and tortures. They fought for leadership of the zone according 
to where they came from, their crimes etc. The colony turned into the worst hell on earth. 

Pod koromyslo musorov popast (to end up under the yoke of rubbish) 
‘A method of punishing a convict breaker of the regime who had assaulted guards. They 
were handcuffed yoke backwards, with one arm over the shoulder and the other round 
the side, so the wrists met behind the back. Sometimes they would be hung on a hook 
by the elbow. The convict would scream in severe pain, soil himself, and after a short 
period, lose consciousness. (This NKVD method was later used by the Gestapo and SS.) 

Pod naporom rabota (working under pressure) 
1. This absurd prison camp socialist competition was invented by the Communists. The 
criminals (hooligans, thieves, robbers, killers, rapists), and their brigades would be 
awarded the first, second and third places, and handed red pennants displaying texts about 
raising productivity and portraits of Lenin. 2. Such socialist competition particularly raged 
in pressing cells where, as a warning, those who did not fulfil the norm would be 
repeatedly hit on the head. If that didn’t work, the other convicts in the cell (the whole 
brigade), would beat them. There were no lazy or depressed inmates in such cells, as they 
would be beaten too. Everyone was smiling, working with enthusiasm and performing 
over and above target, this was the ‘Dawn of Communism’ — ina prison cell... 

Pravo pervoy nochi khozyaina (the master’s right of the first night) 
On arriving at the distant women’s Siberian or northern Gulag ITL of the NKVD-NVD, 
groups of wives and daughters of ‘enemies of the people’ would go through a medical 
examination where the authorities picked out the most beautiful, slender, virgin girls. ‘The 
lustful head of the camp would then be informed of the selection, According to unwritten 
camp law, he had the ‘right of the first night’ — to sleep with the convict slaves of the 
Communist system. He would choose a girl that he liked and call her to his office, 
where he would ask her to become his mistress; in exchange she would receive privileges. 
Any girl who refused would simply be raped and sent to the hardest labour sites: logging, 
constructing log rafts (where they would have to stand in freezing water up to their necks), 
loading logs onto trains and barges, as well as bricks, sacks of cement etc., or they would 
be put into the SHIZO, to break them spiritually. Some of these desecrated girls would 
commit suicide because of these conditions. 

Pravo pervomu slomat ochko (the right to be the first to break the arse) 
‘The authoritative criminal of the pressing cell would be the first to rape the victim who 
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had been placed there by the administration of the ITU, NKGB-MGB (the victims. 
were otritsaly, authoritative criminals, legitimate thieves, those who refused to work and 
politicals). ‘The other pressing cell inmates would then rape the vietim in the order of 
status established by the authoritative criminal in charge of the cell. 

Pressovshchik (coerced operator) 

A special executioner/torturer who was recruited from the criminals of the lumpen 
proletariat or the fringes of society. Kept in special cells, they were exempted from hard 
labour, given plentiful rations taken from other prisoners’ personal parcels and provided 
with alcohol. They followed the orders of the camp authorities to rape, beat and break 
the spirit of other inmates, with the intention of stopping their life of crime, and to ensure 
they led a normal life in the future. Their victims included professional criminals, 
habitual criminals, robbers, politicals, perpetrators of armed attacks, malicious saboteurs 
of the camp regime, women and children, racketeers and murderers, 

Raskol tretey stepeni (third degree interrogation) 

An interrogation using torture and special instruments to make the victim admit to any 
absurd accusation, e.g. spying for bourgeois states such as Antarctica, Mont Blanc, 
Vesuvius, Euphrates, Bosphorus, Sierra Nevada, Atlantic ete. Especially popular during 
the period 1937 to 1939, when NKVD cadets on practical training in Siberia or the Near 
East amused themselves by beating confessions out of semi-literate peasants. They 
created a situation where the more ‘saboteurs’ and ‘enemies of the people’ they found, 
the more capable they were proved. There was even competition between cities and regions 
(Vladivostok and Khabarovsk, Novosibirsk and Kemerovo, Sverdlovsk and Chelyabinsk, 
Moscow and Leningrad, etc.). At the tribunals and special meetings where they were tried, 
many of these semi-literate peasants could not even articulate the name of the ‘bourgeois 
state’ supposedly employing them to ‘spy’, or carry out ‘sabotage’. This elicited only smiles 
from the iniquitous Communist ‘judge’-executioners. 

Skvoz stroy kozlov i opushchennykh (through a line of bastards and lesser criminals) 
Newly admitted dangerous criminals were forced between two lines of inmates who, for 
whatever reason, felt negatively toward professional criminals. The new admission was 
beaten with rubber truncheons prior to being allocated a cell. As is well known, professional 
criminals generally come from the fringes of society and the lumpen proletariat, and respect 
only rough physical force involving actual threat to life and limb. Decades of experience 
taught camp administrations that words were useless and only physical force had any effect. 
‘This was condemned by humanitarians and democrats who never experienced the 
brutality and parasitism these criminals displayed. ‘The laws of the criminal world are based 
on fear, blood and death — just like those of the Communist system. Such brutal measures 
were designed to kill all desire in the criminals to oppose the camp regime, or to reject 
undertaking labour for the benefit of the society in which they were formerly parasites. 

‘Slomat krytuyu (break the cover) 

‘The correctional labour camp used violence and force to destroy the psychology of the 
criminals and their ‘romanticism’. Habitual criminals who were against the camp regime 
and its work requirements were subject to harsh corrective measures to make them 
renounce the world of crime and introduce them to socially useful labour. To achieve the 
desired results these measures were taken without pity or compassion. In the event of 
mass insubordination, Spetsnaz (from the Ministry of the Interior) was called upon, 
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Sotslyut (social-ferocious) 

1. An orphanage for abandoned children. 2. Pupils of special schools for difficult children 
from troubled backgrounds. 3. A special technical college for the children of criminals, 
vagrants and the poor, 4. A corrective labour camp system with a general regime where 
first-time criminals were held before being sent to their final camp. All kinds of minor 
criminals who joined the fight for leadership in the camp were held here. As a result, many 
fights broke out between the different groups and grew into large, chaotic arguments with 
no rules or criminal etiquette, only rape, mutilation, and murder. The most violent 
offenders were those under the age of eighteen who had already been in young offenders’ 
institutions and were later transferred to adult camps. These young people with their love 
of disorder were a permanent group of troublemakers in all adult camps. 

Spetsnaz MVD rikhtovka (Ministry of the Interior Spetsnaz ‘fixers’) 

Suppressors of mutiny and mass insubordination of convicted criminals in the corrective 
labour camp system. Criminals who carried out arson attacks on the camp were dispersed 
with water canon, and the main perpetrators segregated for trial under Article 77 of the 
Soviet Criminal Code (1960) for the disruption of corrective labour institutions. This crime 
carried a prison sentence of between eight to fifteen years or the death penalty, Article 
321 of the current Russian Criminal Code (1996) punishes the same crimes with prison 
sentences of between five to twelve years. 

Stoyka mordoy v ugol, ruki po sivam (to face the corner, arms by your sides) 
Abrazier which burns for many hours, in which the legs of prisoners are burnt and swollen, 
Implemented in certain prison camps, this practise originates from interrogation methods 
employed by organs such as the NKVD, NKGB and MGB in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Tverdo vstavshy na put ispravleniya (firmly put upon the path toward correction) 
1. Aprisoner, who has refused to become involved in crime and has ceased criminal activity. 
2. Someone who has become an active and willing assistant to the MVD and KGB. 3. 
Someone who has become involved in the internal routine/order section (SVP), to help 
the administration in the prison zones. 4. Someone who has become an enforcer for the 
authorities, helping them remove the seasoned criminals and thieves, along with their 
laws which use homosexual rape, torture, beatings and debasement as punishments. 

‘Tramvay (a tram) 

A special place in the prison camp, where prisoners convicted of particularly cruel and 
bloody crimes gang-rape girls and women who are considered ‘harmful’ and ‘enemies 
of the people’, with the aim of coercing them into giving necessary information to the 
NKVD-NKGB-MGB. Having chosen their victims from among the prisoners, the 
authorities ask them mockingly, ‘Are you happy being a sex slave? Your male cellmates 
are very satisfied with you, and have asked that you be left in their cell a little longer. Do 
you want to go and meet them now? Or shall we continue the talks we started earlier...” 
and so on. Only those strong in character can withstand such inhumane subjugations. 
‘The inmate-‘tram drivers’ were not allowed to beat these unfortunate girls and women, 
only to rape them, force them to have oral sex and to stick their fingers inside their vaginas. 
After the testimony/confession ‘in the tram’ of around twenty victims, all the convicts shot 
themselves, helping to preserve the secret of these terrible methods of investigation. 

‘Tryum (the ship’s hold) 

Aspecial torture cell used for the interrogation of ‘enemies of the people’. Rats were kept 
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in a special container, on top of which both men and women were seated without their 
underwear. The bottom of the container would then be heated with a kerosene lamp, 
causing the rats to try to escape by jumping up and biting into the victim’s body. Men’s 
testicles were specially tied up and positioned to aid the torture process. The rats were 
kept in metal cages in the holding cells, their legs chained to prevent them escaping. Rats 
were the first helpers of the NKVD-NKGB-MGB and the ‘armed forces of the party’; 
such interrogations were considered highly effective. 

Uboyny tsekh (the workshop of death) 
A building or place, where death sentences are carried out by liquidators during ‘bloody’ 
days, nights and 24 hour periods, approved by committees, tribunals and courts. 

Usda musorov (a pig’s [police] bridle) 
‘To put a straight jacket on a prisoner who has broken the prison regime, or who has 
attacked a member of the administration regime. The legs of the convict would be bent 
backwards so that they nearly touch the convict’s own neck and a strap is put across his 
mouth. The back cramps up completely while the inmate is lying on his stomach, either 
on the cell floor or in the corridor. This constricting position causes the victim to lose 
consciousness in about thirty minutes. Prisoners who have experienced this ‘curbing of 
the filth’, when threatened with a straight jacket by the administration of the ITU or with 
punishment from the elders in their prison block, quickly understand the consequences 
and say, ‘Boss, forgive me, I'll put a cork in it...’ or something similar. 

Chernaya Marusya (the Black Maria) 
A truck or saloon car belonging to the organs of the NKVD-MGB used for the 
transportation of arrested men and convicts. It is equipped with a ‘glass’ compartment 
for one person and an observation aperture or ‘top’. Usually they were disguised with a 
sign on the side reading ‘Bread’, ‘Vegetables’, ete. Very rarely they were painted with the 
threatening initials ‘NKVD’. Commonly referred to as ‘the Black Crow’ or ‘the Black Maria’ 
people were frightened of these vehicles and avoided them at all costs. 

Sharashki (secret buildings) 
Special secret engineering bureaus and laboratories within the Gulag system where 
highly qualified convicts and ‘enemies of the people’ (academics, doctors and PhD 
students, engineers, constructors and workers), carry out work that is military, strategic 
and tactical in nature. ‘They are organised by the KPSS, and have a headquarters in Moscow. 

Shlyuza (sluice) 
‘The twin gates in the KPP (checkpoint), which open in turn to allow vehicles through. 
Here, with the aid of specially trained dogs, all vehicles are searched for prisoners 
attempting to escape from the ITU, as well as weapons, contraband, drugs and spirits. 

Shtrafnik po nakatu gebeshnikow (fined for assaulting KGB officers) 
A dissident political prisoner, convicted by the administration of the ITU for breaking 
the laws of imprisonment by starting fights, keeping drugs, pornographic images, 
banknotes or spirits, either by hiding them under their beds or by sewing them into their 
pockets. They are placed in SHIZO (solitary confinement), preventing them from earl 


ly 

release for good behaviour, o as part of the work programme for ‘houses for the people’. 
Eshelonka (echelon) 

Internal convoy regiments of the NKVD-MVD who escort prisoners from one prison camp 

to another according to their documents. 
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